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Commodore’s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 

Even with the shipping accident at the Port of Port 

Arthur we were still able to have a successful 

awards banquet. We were able to contact enough 

members to move the event to Big Rich Courville’s 

in Beaumont. We had approximately 65 attendees. 

Farley Fontenot, the son of the late PAYC charter 

member Jimmie Fontenot, gave a slide presentation 

on the early years of PAYC. I want to thank 

everyone who was involved in moving the banquet 

to Beaumont. 

The budget proposed by the PAYC Board is in this 

Mainsheet and will come up for a vote at the Feb 9 

meeting.  If you cannot attend the meeting, please 

return your vote by mail or email.  Also, I have 

nominated Chuck Devenzio for Rear Commodore. 

The ballot for Rear Commodore is also in this 

Mainsheet.  (See p. 5 for the ballot.) 

Songa Gremillion, social chairperson, has 

scheduled several socials for the upcoming year, 

including “Light the Pit” socials every Saturday in 

the spring and summer at approximately 4 p.m. 

The pit behind the clubhouse will be lit, and 

members can bring food to cook on the pit and sit 

around and socialize. 

We still do not have a marina plan from PIC. At the 

last PIC meeting the engineers that were hired to 

put the bid package together had not produced the 

final plan. Maybe next month they will have a 

package. 

Paul Vera has scheduled a full year of racing which 

starts at the end of February.  So start getting your 

boat ready for the upcoming racing and cruising 

season. 

Last but not least I want to thank everybody 

involved in the building and anchoring of our new 

floating ramp. On Saturday, there was a group who 

framed, attached the floats, installed the hardware, 

and placed the ramp in the water. The Sunday crew 

attached the ramp to the bulkhead and finished 

decking the ramp. 

Hope to see you on the water, 

Russ Myers 
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Feb 7 – Superbowl Party 

Feb 9 – PAYC General and Board Meetings  

Feb 13-14 – TSA Mardi Gras Youth Regatta 

Feb 27 – Moonlight Race #1 

NAUTICAL TRIVIA 
1.  What is the origin of the saying, “Red sky at night – sailors’ 
delight; red sky in the morning – sailors take warning?” 

2.  According to A. Hyatt Verrill, what are the three most 
important matters to be considered in any boat? 

Sailors, with their built-in sense of order, service, 

and discipline, should really be running the world. 

 --Nicholas Monsarrat
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PAYC Mainsheet – February 2010 

Cruising 
Mike Wise 

The calendar is set for 2010!  As I still consider us 

to be in a rebuilding state as far as our fleet and 

condition of vessels therein, the cruising calendar 

is fairly conservative.  There are the old faithful -- 

Contraband Days, Beaumont Riverfront Park, and 

18-Mile Light to name a few.  There are several 

Moonlight Race/Cruises in the mix that some may 

want to use as shake-down runs before we actually 

leave the comfort of our lake.  No need to stress 

the starts and finishes with the racers – relax, fire 

up the pit, enjoy your favorite beverage, and enjoy 

a moonlight sail.  Just watch out for that growing 

number of pesky drilling rigs and platforms. 

I was informed last year that we have lost our 

favorite Shell Island destination to the tugs and 

barges.  I don’t know if that will ever be an option 

again, but it would be nice.  Hopefully now that the 

new bridge is open and we have unrestricted 

southerly access from our watery home, we can 

enjoy a few more adventures in that direction.  We 

do have a couple of Gulf runs slated. 

I haven’t been to the Thousand Foot Cut in a while 

to report on what, if any, markings are there.  We 

have discussed many times getting the waypoints 

published to membership for safe navigation of 

that channel.  I personally can attest to the 

accuracy of Sam Showalter’s waypoints!  Hopefully 

we can get that information out soon. 

Well that’s it for this month.  Check out the 

calendar in the Mainsheet and online and set aside 

those cruising dates for some good times and great 

sailing.  Even though Tatia and I are still in the 

repair mode, we at least have a vessel capable of 

making some trips this year! 

Until next month, keep on cruisin’… 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
Ricky Richardson (409-882-4847) 

Our burgees arrived and are available for purchase.  

If you didn’t get yours at the Awards Banquet, 

contact Paul Vera or me. We had a lot of interest 

from the membership and purchased fifty burgees 

with sales for thirty already requested. 

PAYC will host a Texas Sailing Association regatta 

on Feb 13-14. Preregistration is already available 

online, and we will need volunteers from the 

membership on the water and around the 

clubhouse. Let Paul Vera or me know you’re 

interested in helping and in what area. I think there 

will be good participation this year, and your help 

will be much appreciated and needed. We will have 

three race courses set up and lots of young sailors 

making their way round the buoys.  Help us make 

this a memorable event for them. 

The proposed budget will be voted on at the Feb 9 

General Meeting.  We have 100 members and 

continue to restore the clubhouse functions. 

Hopefully the marina will start taking shape this 

year so we can continue to grow. Membership 

dropped some after Hurricane Ike, but it looks as 

though we will stay afloat. 

If you have something to bring before the 

membership at the General or Board Meeting, write 

your request down so I can distribute it to the 

board before the meeting. This is not required, but 

it does help speed things along. 

Let’s have a great 2010 out on the water! 

 

If you’re behind with your PAYC dues, please catch 

up ASAP.   Contact Jim Pearson or Alan Aldredge 

(treasurer@payc.us) if you have any questions about 

your invoice or need to make payment arrangements.  

Invoices for the first half of 2010 are due on receipt.   

. 
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Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera – 409-363-3898 (cell) 

Guess what - PAYC has a brand new floating dock! 

It taught me a lot about dealing with our members: 

you’d better put them to work because they don’t 

come out just to shoot the bull. Work is exactly 

what we did.  The framing crew framed the dock 

and got it ready for the decking crew that came in 

the next day and had it connected, decked, and 

ready to go at the end of the weekend. And when it 

came to connecting, it took a racer’s knowledge 

and a cruiser’s downhaul to lift it perfectly in place 

with little-to-no trouble. Everybody pitched in, all 

worked together, and we got her done.  Thanks! 

Framing Crew: Randy Palmero, Pat O’Quinn, Alan 

Aldredge, Butch Neely, Steve Swanson, and others. 

Decking Crew: Paul Vera, Russ Myers, Greg Lynd, 

Art Lynd, Richard Hughes, Ken Rutty, Johnny Otto, 

Paul Morgan, Ted Mahavier. 

(And yes, I’m sure I forgot somebody; to that 

somebody, thank you for showing up!) 

The 11th Mardi Gras Youth Regatta will be held on 

Feb 13-14. We should have a full load of young 

sailors. We need chase boats and people to run 

three courses as well as kitchen help for the 

O’Quinns. I will be sending more information soon. 

Racing 
Paul Vera – 409-363-3898 (cell)  

I have enlisted the help of the US Coast Guard and 

the National Coast Watchers of America to locate J 

Platform. Something tells me it might have been 

designed with stealth or camouflage because 

nobody could find it on Jan 2. We rescheduled the 

race two weeks later with not much luck; we 

canceled that one due to weather. So this year has 

started rather slow. The calendar is out; we have 

some new/old things in it.  We have a set of Sunday 

races and a Solo race. Offshore races are on this 

year also, so be ready to visit the dolphins again. 

TPWD Crab Trap Removal Dates Set 
From The PA News and Jeffy Mambretti (TPWD) 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 

will hold its 9th Annual Crab Trap Removal Program 

on Feb 19-28.  This clean-up allows the public to 

take a direct role in conservation and make our 

waters safer for boaters.  During this period, 

volunteers can legally remove any crab traps they 

discover. 

Sabine Lake’s drop-off site will be located at the 

Jefferson County boat ramp at the base of the 

BRAND NEW causeway bridge, near S.G.S. Causeway 

Bait and Tackle.  The Pleasure Island Commission 

will place an easily-identified dumpster at the site 

from Feb 20-28, and the TPWD staff will count and 

remove the traps on a daily basis. By law, all traps 

are considered trash and must be destroyed. 

Contact Jerry Mambretti at 409-736-9035 or 

jerry.mambretti@tpwd.state.tx.us for more 

information.  Local organizations are encouraged 

to participate. 

Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham 

 For last-minute bareboat charters at discounted 

prices, visit http://latesail.com.  “Whether you 

are looking for a Bahamas sailing charter, 

Caribbean yacht charter or a South Pacific sailing 

vacation, LateSail can find what you need at the 

best price.” 

 Thanks to Courville’s for hosting the PAYC 

Awards Banquet on short notice, following the 

3-ship collision in the ICW that limited access to 

and from Pleasure Island on Jan 23. 

 Thanks to Farley Fontenot for bringing PAYC 

history to life during his presentation of the 

Marvin (Jimmie) Fontenot Memorial Top Gun 

Trophy at the Awards Banquet. 

   

mailto:jerry.mambretti@tpwd.state.tx.us
http://latesail.com/
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PAYC Calendar for 2010 

Date Category Event Time

16 Race Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton LDR#1 1000

23 Social 2009 PAYC Awards Banquet 1800

7 Social Superbowl Party TBA

9 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

13-14 Junior Sailing Mardis Gras Regatta 1000

27 Race/Cruise Moonlight 1800

6 Social Work Party TBA

9 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

18,25 Race Thursday Night Series #1 1800

20 Race Long Distance Race #2 1000

1,8,15,22,29 Race Thursday Night Series #2 1800

10,11 Race Spindletop Regatta 1000

9 Social Redneck Couple Judging 2000

10 Social Redneck Wedding 1700

13 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

24 Race Olympic # 1 1000

24 Social Light the Pit 1200

29 Meeting Skippers for Contraband after TNR 1930

1,2 Cruise Contraband Lake Charles TBA

6,13,20,27 Race Thursday Night Series #3 1800

9 Social Cruise Cruise TBA

11 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

27 Race/Cruise Skippers for Dieter Junge after TNR 1930

29 Race/Cruise Dieter Junge-Galveston Race/Cruise TBA

1,8,15,22,29 Social Light the Pit 1200

3,10,17,24 Race Thursday Night Series #4 1800

5 Social Treasure Hunt TBA

8 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

12 Social Work Day TBA

25,26,27,28 Junior Sailing Junior Camp TBA

26 Race/Cruise Moonlight #2 1800

1,8,15,22,29 Race Thursday Night Series #5 1800

4 Social Commodores' Picnic; Fireworks TBA

11 Cruise Garrison Ridge Cruise 900

13 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

24 Race/Cruise Moonlight #3 1800

3,10,17,24,31 Social Light the Pit 1200

May 2010

June 2010

July 2010

2010 PAYC Calendar

January 2010

February 2010

March 2010

April 2010

 

  

1,15,29 Race Sunday Afternoon Races Olympic #2 1400

10 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

28 Cruise Riverfront Beaumont Cruise 1000

7,14,21,28 Social Light the Pit 1200

4 Race 18 Mile Lighthouse TBA

4,5 Cruise/Social Sabine Pass TBA

14 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

18 Race Island Cup Olympic Regatta #3 1000

25 Social Work Day TBA

25 Cruise After Work Day on the Lake TBA

4,11,18,25 Social Light the Pit 1200

12 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

17 Race Fred Grund LDR #3 1000

23 Race/Cruise Moonlight #4 1800

9 Social Thanksgiving Dinner 1900

9 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

13 Race Solo Race LDR #4 1000

4 Race Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton 1000

11 Social Tree Trimming Party/White Elephant 1900

14 Meeting Membership and Board Meetings 1900

18 Race Last Race of the Year 1000

1 Race Mar Campbell Long Distance Race #1 1000

TBA Social 2009 PAYC Awards Banquet TBA

December 2010

January 2011

August 2010

September 2010

October 2010

November 2010

 

Navigation Lights for Boaters 
From The Ensign (an article by Patrick Lemagie) 

Navigation lights are designed and built per Federal 

regulations and should be installed following those 

standards.  Fixtures must be installed on a 

horizontal or vertical surface, perpendicular or 

parallel to the keel, and achieve one-mile visibility.  

If mounted a few degrees off vertical or horizontal, 

the beam may not be visible at this distance. 

Boat owners often modify or obstruct navigation 

lights by addition of boarding platforms, bumpers, 

Biminis, or radar domes.  In addition to the safety 

hazard, not complying with regulations could hit a 

boat owner’s wallet if he is found negligent 

because lights didn’t fully comply.  Reminder:  The 

skipper is responsible for the safe, legal, and 

proper use of his vessel. 
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Minutes for January 12, 2010 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Jim 

Pearson, Ricky Richardson, Art Lynd, Mike Wise, 

Larry Lognion, Paul Morgan, Pat O’Quinn 

Members:  Songa Gremillion, Steve Swanson, Gene 

Korhman, Alan Aldredge, Ted Mahavier, Chris Reid, 

Robert Latimer 

Treasurer’s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.)  

Membership: The following were sent certified 

letters that were returned to the PO:  Chris O’Brien, 

Sierra Thiery, Eugene Brennan, Richard Hudgins.  

The following were sent certified letters and did not 

respond:  Mark Bonnette, Melvin Flitcraft, Barry 

Jepson, Neil Smith.  Robert Hood resigned in good 

standing; Eric Phelan resigned in bad standing. 

Racing:  The Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton LDR 

was rescheduled for Jan 16 (Skippers’ Meeting at 

1000). There was a motion to purchase ribbons up 

to six places with the money coming out of the 

racing budget. The motion passed unanimously. 

Junior Sailing:  Registration for Mardi Gras is being 

set up online at Texas Sailing Association’s 

website. Sabine Sail and Power Squadron has 

offered their assistance with chase boats for the 

regatta. The floating dock is ready for the event, 

and Paul is working on the T-Shirt design. 

House & Grounds:  The gate needs wiring, and the 

keypad needs to be installed.  Paul Morgan will be 

ordering photo cell. 

New Business:  John Ardoin proposed paying for 

the Fontenot’s meals at the Award Banquet. The 

motion was amended to have PAYC pay for the 

meals.  The motion passed unanimously. 

There was a motion to purchase chairs and table 

cloths for the Awards Banquet not to exceed 

$1000.00.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Russ Myers nominated Chuck Devenzio as the Rear 

Commodore.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ballot for Budget and Rear Commodore 

Budget:   ___For     ___Against 

Chuck Devenzio, Rear Comm:  ___For     ___Against  

100 Members @ 250.00 2009 2010

Paid Budget

Administrative

  Acct, Taxes 3,121.43        3,200.00        

  Office Expense 113.11            200.00           

  Postage, Printing 230.20            250.00           

  Mainsheet

  Pub/Membership

  Dues, Subscriptions 1,150.00        1,200.00        

Insurance General Fund

 Clubhouse Insurance

 Boat Insurance

 Regatta Insurance

    Total 3,152.00        4,000.00        

Clubhouse

  Self Insurance

Utilities

  Electricity 3,123.32        3,300.00        

  Telephone (46.05)             20.00              

  Waste Services

  City of PA (water) 828.67            900.00           

  Gas 217.87            300.00           

  Internet 753.00            800.00           

Maintenance

  Building 8.88                 500.00           

  Ice Machine

  Janitorial

    Cleaning 2,725.00        3,300.00        

    Supplies 172.32            280.00           

Racing Program

  Race Committee 500.00           

  TSA Regatta

  Regatta Insurance 500.00            

  Spindletop Regatta

Boat Maintenance

  Insurance

  Repairs 1,010.97        500.00           

Cruising Program

Junior Sailing 6,147.58        

Socials

  Functions 715.92            950.00           

  Pantry 300.00           

Annual Banquet

  Banquet Cost 1,489.35        1,700.00        

  Honor Awards/Trophies 1,168.40        1,500.00        

  Door Prizes 150.00            150.00           

  Decorations 150.00           

Lease Renewal

Contingency Fund 500.00           

Miscellaneous 500.00           

Totals 26,731.97      25,000.00      

mailto:secretary@payc.us
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PAYC 2009 Honor Award Winners 
Congratulations to the 2009 Honor Award winners! 

Novice of the Year 

Greg Lynd 

Yachtsman of the Year 

Art Lynd 

John Blair Memorial 

Pat O‟Quinn 

Skipper of the Year (Vic Scalco Memorial) 

Richard Hughes 

Racing Crewperson of the Year 

Ann Lynd 

Cruiser of the Year (Chilton O‟Brien Memorial) 

Art Lynd 

Cruising Crewperson of the Year 

Ann Lynd 

Answers to Nautical Trivia  
1.  What is the origin of the saying “Red sky in the 

morning…?”  The origin is unknown, although a 

form of it appears in the Bible (Matthew 16:2-3). It 

has some basis in science and is a fairly good 

predictor of weather at the mid latitudes in the 

Northern Hemisphere where storm systems tend to 

follow the jet stream from west to east. A red sky in 

the morning indicates a sun rising in clear eastern 

skies casting its rays on storm clouds approaching 

from the west. At night, the red setting sun would 

tell a sailor that no storms are to the west. 

2.  What are the three most important matters to 

be considered in any boat?   A. Hyatt Verrill (1871-

1954), author of The Book of the Sailboat: How to 

Rig, Sail and Handle Small Boats contends that 

seaworthiness, stability, and speed are the three 

most important matters to be considered in a boat. 

CŀǊƭŜȅ CƻƴǘŜƴƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊǾƛƴ άWƛƳƳƛŜέ 
Fontenot Memorial Top Gun Trophy

The true secrets of the sea cannot be learned upon 

the shore. 
 --Captain F. G. D. Bedford 



 

 

Name 

Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 

409-356-6253  

Email 

payc@payc.us  

Officers 

Russ Myers, Commodore 

Paul Vera, Vice Commodore 

Ricky Richardson, Secretary 

Jim Pearson, Treasurer 

Alan Aldredge, Asst. Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://payc.us 

Motto 

PAYC – The Fun Spot of 
Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

 

 Board of Directors:  

Larry Lognion, Paul Morgan, Pat O’Quinn, Mike Wise,  

Art Lynd (Past Commodore) 

Trustees:  

Ken Rutty and Steve Swanson 

Co-Harbormasters:  

Gene Kohrman and Paul Morgan 

Mainsheet/Website:  

Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 

Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer. Visit payc.us for a 

reservation application after the date is cleared. 

Next General/Board Meeting:  

Tuesday, February 9, 2010, 7:00 p.m., PAYC Clubhouse 

Board Meeting immediately follows the General Meeting. 

Request for PAYC Roster: 

Email roster@payc.us. 

Mainsheet Delivery: 

Email mainsheet@payc.us or contact the PAYC Secretary to move from 
USPO delivery to email delivery or vice versa. 
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