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Commodore‟s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 

Hello everybody,  

Last month, PAYC held the annual Spindletop 

Regatta which was organized by Ricky Richardson. 

Thirteen catamarans participated in the two day 

event, and it turned out to be a great success.  The 

catamaran sailors are discussing a long distance 

race starting at the Texas City Dike and finishing at 

the seawall in the Pleasure Island basin with PAYC 

recording their finish times.  Stay tuned! 

We have had a couple of impromptu Light the Pit 

socials, but the official Light the Pit social is 

scheduled for 21-May.  We have also scheduled a 

workday for the 21-May, when we will paint, clean, 

replace the drain on the ice machine, and install a 

doorknob on the Commodore‟s office. We will also 

possibly cool-seal the top of the two storage 

containers.  After the workday is completed, we will 

sit around the pit and have a nice social. 

There is still no word on funding for the marina 

other than “it is on top of the list of the 

government official in charge of the paperwork.”  

Hope to see you on the water!  

 

Boaters Beware When Filling Up 
From BoatU.S. via The Ensign, Spring 2011 

BoatU.S. warns boaters to use extra caution when 

filling up at gas stations now that the EPA has 

approved the use of gasoline with up to 15% 

ethanol content in late-model cars and trucks.  

Although E15 may be fine for tow vehicles, it has 

not been approved and is not recommended for 

use in marine engines.  A strong solvent, ethanol 

has been known to degrade marine fuel systems, 

damage engines, add safety concerns, and lead to 

expensive repair bills. 
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MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 5, 12, 19, 26 – Thursday Night Series #3 

May 7-8 – Contraband in Lake Charles 

May 10 – PAYC General and Board Meetings 

May 21 – Light the Pit Social 

May 26 – Deiter Junge Race/Cruise Skippers’ Meeting 

May 28 – Deiter Junge Race/Cruise to Galveston 

Invoices went out in early February.  Please 

remit promptly.  If you did not receive an 

invoice, please contact treasurer@payc.us.  

Former PAYC members who are interested in 

re-establishing memberships should also 

contact the Treasurer.   
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Hear ye, hear ye! 

Hear ye! Hear ye! 

Ol‟ pirate that guards the treasure. 
 

We have the treasure flag and key  

and come to claim our booty. 
 

Take this rum as a bribe so bold,  

and hand o‟er the chest of gold. 
 

If not, we shall deliver a cannon ball thru‟ your side 

 and send you to Davy Jones‟s locker to abide. 
 

Surrender Ol‟ pirate, surrender! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruising 
Mike Wise 

Cruising time is here.  Last month our TBA Cruise 

ended up being a clubhouse Light the Pit cruise.  

We had a great turnout and a great time.  We even 

had a few racers make a cruise!  The entire group 

went down to the seawall to welcome Greg Lynd 

and Ruth back in from a long cruise back from 

Kemah.  The new paint job looks great!  Plus 

several of our new members made the trip as well.  

This month we have two destinations.  First is the 

annual Contraband Days Cruise.  There‟s not much 

excuse for missing this one, because you can 

always drive over and join in the festivities.  The 

festival runs two weekends: 30-Apr and 07-May.  

At this time I know of cruisers who are planning to 

make the first and/or second weekends.  I will hear 

the details and pass them on next month.  I, 

unfortunately, won‟t be making this trip or any 

other until I can get my dripping, dripless shaft seal 

repaired.  Spewing is probably more descriptive, 

but dripping, dripless sounds better! 

To finish up May, the weekend of May 28–30 is 

another annual cruise, the Memorial Day Deiter 

Junge Race/Cruise to Galveston.  The number to 

make reservations for dock space in Galveston is 

409.762.9689.  The Skippers‟ Meeting for the 

Galveston run will be held Thursday, 16-May at 

1800 immediately after the Thursday Night Race 

meeting.  If you plan on making the trip as a 

cruiser, please make plans to attend the meeting.  

The racers will already be there! 

Ironman cruiser Pat O'Quinn and admiral Suzy are 

leading a group from PAYC South well...south. 

Some planned stops are Galveston, Freeport, 

Rockport, and Port O'Conner. I look forward to the 

cruise details!  All cruises with Pat are adventures.  

After a busy May we will take a little break before 

the Full Moon Race/Cruise on 16-July that will be 

held in conjunction with a social.  Full moon sails 

are always a great time. 

OK, so that‟s it for this month.  Have fun, be safe, 

and I will…see ya‟ on the water! 

Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham  

It‟s a small world!   In October Bill and I went to the 

Annapolis Boat Show, and the first familiar face was 

that of Farley Fontenot, PAYC member and owner 

of Quantam Sails in Seabrook.  Earlier this month 

Farley miraculously appeared on the dock at HYC 

and offered several helping hands to help us run a 

daggerboard pulley line on Double Standard.  Just 

this last weekend we attended the Strictly Sail 

Pacific Boat Show in Oakland, CA, and – you 

guessed it – we ran into Farley again.  It was great 

each time to see a familiar PAYC face!   

Coming Soon in July – 

PAYC  5
th

 Annual 
Treasure Hunt 
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Minutes for April 12, 2010 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 

Richardson, Art Lynd, Mike Wise, Alan Aldredge 

Member Attendees:  Johnny Otto, Scott Lambert, 

Bob Brammer, Daniel Tatum, John Ardoin, Ted 

Mahavier, Butch Neely 

Treasurer‟s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.) 

Membership:  No report 

Harbormaster:  Johnny Otto reported heavy winds 

were chafing some dock lines on A row and he had 

to retie a couple of boats. 

Ted Mahavier made a motion for the board to 

request proof of insurance for every boat in the 

marina. The motion was seconded and approved by 

the membership. 

Racing:  Paul Vera stated Thursday Night Racing 

has had good attendance. The latest changes to the 

Sailing Instructions are online. There was some 

discussion of adding some moonlight races. 

Junior Sailing:  Paul reported some issues with one 

of the gear boxes leaking. There was some 

discussion about how best to seal the holes until a 

more permanent solution can be accomplished. 

House & Grounds:  The faucet in the kitchen has 

been replaced, and the water pressure has been 

restored. 

Russ Myers provided instructions for use of the 

new thermostat (bottom controller in the 

clubhouse) as the main means to cool the 

clubhouse. 

Butch Neely will take care of getting the gas shut 

off to the clubhouse. 

Cruising:  There was some discussion about 

cruising options, but nothing was established. 

Contraband Days cruise is set for the second 

weekend on May 7-8. 

Socials:  A Light the Pit is scheduled for Saturday, 

16-Apr.  Email will be used for notification. 

Safety:  Reports of boats breaking loose on A row 

and ruts by the floating dock. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  Carolyn Worsham was unopposed 

for Trustee and will be filling the void. 

There was some discussion of the Insurance 

renewal notice for June 14. 2011. This is for our 

combined insurance needs for Fire, Theft, and 

Vandalism; running regattas; and boat insurance 

for „Bout Time. 

Results of TNS #2 (as of 21-Apr) 
 Cruisers  

1:  Art Lynd (1,2,2=4) 

2:  Steve Romius (2,3,DNF=8) 

3:  Greg Lynd (DNC,DNC,1=11) 

3:  Chuck Devenzio (DNC,2,DNC=) 

 Racers 

1:  Paul Vera (3,1,1=5) 

1:  Russ Myers (1,2,2=5) 

3:  Ken Rutty (2,DNC,3=11) 

4:  Martin Novich (4, DNC,DNC=12) 

4:  Robert Latimer (DNC,DNC,4=12) 

Racing Award Points (as of 21-Apr) 
 Top Gun Award – Russ Myers (1), Ken Rutty (2), 

Paul Vera (3), Martin Novich (4) 

 Best of the Cruising Fleet – Art Lynd (1), Steve 

Romeis (2), Chuck Devenzio (3), Bob Brammer 

(4) 

 Danny Murphy Award – Russ Myers (11.5), Art 

Lynd (7.5), Ken Rutty (8.5), Steve Romeis (5), 

Paul Vera (9), Chuck Devenzio (2), Martin Novich 

(1.5), Bob Brammer (0.5), Greg Lynd (2) 

 

 

A motor boat and a sailing boat went to sea. 

From the motorboat, voices asked, “When will 

we get there?”  From the sailing boat came the 

reply, “We are there already.” 
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Racing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

Wind and “PICO de breako”, what a way to welcome 

in the month of April.  

We have had winds that have been averaging in the 

high teens (as in 16-19 mph, the extreme limit of 

our no-go limit of 20mph).  

All went well until the third TNR (Thursday Night 

Race).  In that race the wind took a heavy toll.  

First to run into trouble was Russ Myers with a 

blown traveler on his mainsheet.  He got it fixed, 

but he was two minutes late for the start.  

Next up was Ken Rutty.  He had a couple of sheets 

that washed over and under his boat and got 

tangled; therefore, he too had a late start of two 

minutes after he finally got his lines squared away. 

His crewmember Mike Givens also found the boom 

on a gybe – ouch! 

Then Steve Romeis had the worst of damage of all 

when his spreader failed which bent his mast in a 

45 degree angle and dismasting the boat.  His crew 

is all safe and unhurt. He was doing well too – 

though in the market for a mast. 

Greg and Ruth Lynd made a strong showing in a 

newly refurbished boat, and Greg commenced to 

put it on his brother Art Lynd in the Cruiser fleet, 

winning his first race since returning from refit.  

And yes, even yours truly, Paul Vera, can win a race 

with a two minute head start but not without a 

crewmember falling over board afterwards. It was 

like slow motion – we are tacking, tacking, we are 

tacking, next thing I see is Jacomine (spelling 

wrong) going over in the water on the port side. 

The man overboard drill put the boat in irons.  

When she started to drift backwards, we threw him 

a spinnaker guy and up he came. 

The new course that we have been sailing almost 

meets our PHRF rule of 40-20-40 as in an upwind 

leg, a reaching leg, and a downwind leg. In recent 

years we have had a hard time developing a course 

that meets that rule, but thanks to Russ Myers‟ 

suggestion of using the C-mark of the Olympic 

circle as a reaching mark, it works out fine. We 

start at the PVC PIPE and then head to I Platform.  

From there we proceed on a heading of 53 degrees 

for a little over a mile and C-Mark is visible.  Then 

this sets us up for a downwind run to the outer 

pilings. So now we have a PIF, PI, PIG, and a PICO. 

Much thanks goes to Russ Myers, Ricky Richardson, 

Ken Rutty, and Richard Hughes for bringing out 

wonderful tasting food on Thursday nights. 

Look at the calendar for upcoming events. 

Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 

Junior Camp will be here before you know it. As 

you know, PAYC does a great job teaching kids how 

to sail. So we will need everybody who can lend a 

hand to help us out. It is a great experience to see 

the young learn to sail, and at the end campers 

become very good at it. The dates are June 23-26.   

I will get the notices out next month. 

PAYC has always been there to support young 

sailors who represent our club in any sailing event. 

This year is a special year with the Optimist 

Nationals happening less than an hour-and-a-half 

away at Houston Yacht Club. After the camp, kids 

who want to race at a national level will be able to 

do so. Please contact me if you know a youngster 

who might want to give it a try. 

 

PAYC Valentine Regatta - 2011  

 



 

 

 

 

Name 

Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 

409-356-6253  

Email 

payc@payc.us  

Officers 

Russ Myers, Commodore 

Chuck Devenzio, Rear Commodore 

Paul Vera, Vice Commodore 

Ricky Richardson, Secretary 

Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://payc.us 

Motto 

PAYC – The Fun Spot of 
Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

 

 Board of Directors:  

Larry Lognion, Mike Wise, Mark Feeney, Steve Swanson, and 

Art Lynd (Past Commodore) 

Trustees:  

Ken Rutty, Bob Brammer, and Carolyn Worsham 

Harbormaster:  

Russ Myers (Acting) 

Mainsheet/Website:  

Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 

Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer. Visit payc.us for a 

reservation application after the date is cleared. 

Next General/Board Meeting:  

Tuesday, May 10, 2011, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Board Meeting immediately follows the General Meeting. 

Request a PAYC Roster: 

Email roster@payc.us. 

Mainsheet Delivery: 

Email mainsheet@payc.us or contact the PAYC Secretary to move from 
USPO delivery to email delivery or vice versa. 
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