
        Mardi  Gras Regatta was a big success.  All of the feedback was very good.  Most of the success was a result of 
the team effort.  Thanks to all of those who contributed to the effort.  I would like to extend a special thanks to Paul 
Vera for his organization of the event. 
  
   We lost our Vice Commodore and Social Director this month.  Barb and Russ Test moved to Montgomery, Ala-
bama.  Russ has taken a job opportunity at that location.  We wish them well and will miss their contribution to the 
success of the club. Participation in club events are up significantly.  We have had good turn outs at the monthly 
meetings and social events.  This is very encouraging.  Glad to see everyone getting involved. 
  
     The finance committee will be making a presentation at the next regular meeting.  They have provided a Operating 
and Capitol budget for this year. The budget is very lean.  Most committees will be operating on a significantly 
smaller budget. 
  
     This weekend will be a work day for the club.  We have several maintenance activities that need attention.  The 
sailboats for junior sailing need work.  Screen house needs some work.  The bathrooms need attention.  It would be 
great to see a good turn out for this activity. 
 
 Activities for this month are as follows: 
Moonlight Race – March 3 
First Thursday Night Race – March 15 
Saint Patrick’s Day Social – March 17 
Galveston Cruise – March 29 
 
      This is a heads up to all of you who do not have compliant dock boxes.  Gene and I will be removing all non com-
pliant boxes shortly.  Please remove yours if they are not the appropriate type. 
       That is about all I have to report for this month.  The weather is beginning to warm up. Good sailing is ahead.  I 
hope to see you out there. 
     Commodore Mark Hallquist 
     

Commodore’s Comments ….Mark Hallquist 

Racing ….Paul Vera, 963-3525 

 
We have a few races under our belt and its just starting to heat up on the race course. 
The Olympic course has been ravaged by heavy winds and high tides - it needs to be replaced. Also, our lake famous 
“I” mark is missing and needs to be replaced. So plan on a mark set day very soon. We also are going to start our first 
Thursday Night Race on the 15th of March so come out and have a great time. 
That’s it short and sweet. 
 
Paul Vera 
963-3525 

March 2007 MARDI GRAS Edition 



Cruising from the Cruising Guru …..Pat O’Quinn 

     The Cruising season is fast approaching, and we have some great trips. Starting in March we have two trips 
planned. The Shell Island trip is planned for March 31st and is on the schedule, but an impromptu trip was planned 
right after the cruising calendar was published. The cruise is to Galveston on Thursday March 29th, Friday 30th, Satur-
day 31th and return on That Sunday, April 1st (Also known as April Fool’s Day). We already have five boats going. 
Don’t miss this one, good food, good shopping, and good friends. If you want to get in on this, you have to make res-
ervations at either the Harbor house or the Galveston Yacht basin. Believe it or not, the slips available are filling up 
fast over there. Keep in mind there is always Offat’s Bayou on the northwest side of the island, but you will need a 
dingy if you moor up. There are some slips there, but they usually go pretty quick. 
                                    Below is the cruising calendar in case you missed it. 
                                  
 See you cruising…Pat O’Quinn 

 
January 2007 
        No scheduled cruises 
February 2007 
      No scheduled cruises  
March 2007 
      Shell Island Cruise 3-31-07 to 4-1-07 
April 2007 
      Impromptu trip to Galveston  3-29 thru 4-1-07 
May 2007 
      Contraband Days May 5th and 6th 

          Long Distance Race/Cruise to Galveston May 12th 
June 2007 
     Jr Sailing camp  
July 2007 
     Garrison’s Ridge cruise July 14th and 15th 
August 2007 
     Beaumont Riverfront Park Cruise  Aug 4th and 5th 
September 2007 
     La Burge Do Loc cruise Sept 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. (gambling trip) 
October 2007 
     Impromptu trip to Galveston Oct 20th 
November 2007 
     Shell Island Cruise Nov 3th and 4th 

 
 
 

Junior Sailing …. Paul Vera 

 What better way to get the year off than with the Mardi Gras Youth Regatta, we had two sailors compete, Chris Wooley 
on a Radial Laser and Alex Borel on an Optimist Pram. I hope they got a taste of what the other kids out there are doing. During 
our sail camp in July I’m going to push racing skills for the more advanced sailors, & in doing so they will take a giant step to-
ward becoming a more experienced sailor. During the recent camps we have shied away from racing but now is the time to open 
that door.  
 As for the Mardi Gras Regatta 2007, 48 boats showed up, bringing along with them, winds gusting up to 25 knots on 
Saturday and great sailing conditions on Sunday. Ricky Richardson put his newly learn Principle Race Officer skills on the green 
fleet in the basin and got off 8 races, good job Ricky and those who helped him. As for our second line, Russ Myers and his team 
of chase boats, scoring team took on the Laser Radial and 4.7 Radial line and got in 5 races. As for me on  the third line, I  took 
on the red, white and blue Optimist line and I also got in 5 races. Barbara Test with her group did a great job in the kitchen with 
feeding a big group that filled the club.  
 All and all from the Commodore down, Port Arthur Yacht Club did its best job to date, many thank yous where passed 
down and (I’ll be back next year) was heard all over the club. I have been on the TSA circuit and I have always been proud of 
how our blue collar yacht club and how we conduct the best regatta on the circuit bar none. 
 



From the Cruisers World at large  …...submitted by Gene Kohrman 

 

Stranded Yacht Looted In Haiti 

Country: Haiti 

At about 0010 on Monday 15th January 2007 the British yacht Aqua Symphony grounded on a reef at the southeast-
ern end of Ile de la Tortue, Haiti. Skipper Lee immediately set off two red flares, the yacht’s EPIRB as well as MAY-
DAY calls on VHF & SSB radios. In a matter of minutes about sixty local people appeared in a flotilla of small boats 
and then proceeded to board the yacht armed with machetes, axes and knives. They then stripped Aqua Symphony of 
all fixtures and fittings, rigging, dinghy, liferaft etc. Lee and Margot decided that it would be best to stay onboard 
until daylight and managed to prevent the looters from entering the saloon. 
At around 0300 water was entering the main saloon as the yacht began to break up and the crew managed to transfer 
to a canoe to get ashore. During the transfer, Margot's shoes were stolen from her feet and only one grab bag re-
mained in their possession. This was the grab bag that Lee had strapped to his body containing passports, ships pa-
pers, cash etc. He also had the loaded flare pistol and three spare shells still in his hand, which he thinks was a con-
tributing factor to their survival. 
Once ashore they were forcibly marched to a house, and kept there, all the while hassled for money and valuables, 
until people began to become agitated about what the authorities would do if they were found to be "harbouring" peo-
ple who had illegally entered Haiti. They were taken back to the beach just before dawn at which point a US Coast-
guard helicopter appeared. The helicopter received permission to land and took Lee and Margot to the Turks and Cai-
cos Islands. It was the EPIRB that initiated the search; there was no response to the radio calls from Aqua Symphony 
and the red flares only had the effect of alerting the looters. 
(this article was reposted from a recent article written in an online sailing forum) 

A word from the Editor …...Steve Swanson 

    A lot of changes are happening in and around the club right now. From my viewpoint, the club and clubhouse 
grounds are in need of much needed maintenance. Many of you already understand how run down the Marina is, 
especially since our bout with Hurricane Rita, but what bothers me the most is the fact that  we have announced on 
countless occasions about the importance of boat owners getting down to check on their boats & still hardly anyone 
appears to care! I urge you to ALL get down and check on the status of your boat, its’ rigging, and the condition of 
the docks surrounding it. It has been announced  on multiple occasions that the Texas Parks & Wildlife has been in 
our Marina and made note of boats NOT meeting current regulations and registration. Well the day finally arrived 
after several warnings, and the TXPD showed up and commenced to writing final warnings for an incredible 
amount of boats in our Marina! Personally, I found this to be unusually gracious of the TXPD representative, since 
he had already given plenty of advance notice. At this point you have less than  a month to get down and insure that 
your boat is in compliance with state regulations or the TXPD will be back down to issue official citations for the 
remaining violations. Furthermore, our club rules stipulate that boats within our Marina should be properly main-
tained, including proper title & registration ,etc.. Please make time to get down and check on your boats this 
month—if nothing more than to insure your boat is still floating. As per the announcement in this Mainsheet, there 
is an established Club work day scheduled for this Saturday, March 3rd  - if you have some time to donate to the 
club it would be deeply appreciated, as there are several maintenance related items to be worked on. Since leaving 
office as secretary this year - I have noticed that our level of participation is improving regarding our monthly meet-
ings, however—I think we can do better. IF you want your voice & or opinions heard you MUST attend  a meeting 
at least once in awhile ! Sure ..its  sometimes difficult to make it to a week night meeting, but consider this—many 
of us (including myself) have multiple commitments elsewhere in the community – especially work related –yet we 
manage to make it. It is my personal opinion that this club relies entirely too much on its officers to get everything 
done. The truth of the matter is it is hard to stay positive and upbeat when we as a represented club  receive plenty 
of complaints, but seldom do the complaints come with any offers of assistance. I’ll get off of my soapbox now, but 
hopefully our membership will think about the direction our club is headed & will want to increase their input!  



As of : February 2007 
The following members are behind on dues / initiation fees: 
 
Debi Adams 
WT and Donna Ainsworth 
Brian Beadle 
Joseph Beck 
Richard and Linda Briggs 
David and Candy Bonham 
W. Harry and Beverly Bush 
Michael and Pam Ellis 
Ron and Nirm Franklin 
Keith and Elaine LeBlanc 
James Mehaffey 
F. Walter Montondon 
Jim and Karen Norwood 
Robert (Bob) Peck 
Kenneth and Rebecca Tate 
Matt Teller 
Michael Smith 
Steve Stewart 
Ken Sutcliffe 
Mathew and Alison Whitehead 

If your name is on this list and you aren’t behind on dues & or initiation fees, or have resigned from the club 
– please contact Karen Hallquist at treasurer@payc.us  - by letter of resignation if such is the case @ PAYC, 
Attention : Treasurer, 560 Pleasure Island Blvd. #79 – Port Arthur Tx, 77640, or by phone at 409-225-
0638. It is imperative that the club update its’ records to reflect any past errors regarding membership and your 
assistance in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

The recent-
PAYC MARDI           
GRAS  
REGATTA 
WAS A GREAT 
SUCCESS!
Thanks to ALL 
the Volunteers! 

And what a beauti-
ful Mardi Gras 
weekend it was! IT 
sure was nice to see 
after last year’s 
bout of bad 
weather ! 



More scenes from the water during our recent club sponsored Mardi Gras Regatta 2007 : 



PAYC BOARD MEETING MINUTES * February 12th, 2007 
   Club Members present were:    Mark & Karen Hallquist,   Russ Myers,   Mike Wise, Barbara Test,    Terrill Adkisson, Paul Vera,       Alan 
Aldredge,    Steve Swanson,  Ed Wiltz,  Gene Kohrman,     Bill Wooley,   Mike Wise,   Chuck  Davenzio     Jessie Aranda,   Quincy Prestridge,  
Johnny Otto, Eric Phelan, Jerry Singleton,      Richard Richardson,     Martin Novich,   Tommy Giles,   &   Joe Fitzgerald.  
Treasurer’s Report: 
(reposted from General Meeting Minutes) 
  Main Checking: $20,584.17 
  Improvement CD:  $12,557.23 
  Improvement CD2 $29,379.60 
  Lease:   $28,510.46 
  Money Market   CD:                                  $  3,423.45 
  Self Insurance   CD:    $24,759.87 
  CD                                                              $  3,203.97 
  Total                                                         $122,427.75 
PAYC Washer/Dryer Monies 
 Balance Forward                           $450.00 
 11/6/2006   128.50 
 2/12/2007                                      $186.00 
 Paid                                               $314.50 
 Balance Owed                               $135.50 
    The finance committee is trying to finalize budget proposal. It was suggested that there may be an increase in membership dues to cover the 
increase in utilities.  
 Harbormaster: 
(reposted from General Meeting Minutes)  
  Gene reported that the game warden ticketed 50 boats in the club, six slips are unusable on   row C and only seven small boat slips are avail-
able in the club. Also there is a need to start enforcing the dock box rules.  
Membership:  
   Application from Mark Feeny was approved.  
Racing: 
(reposted from General Meeting Minutes)  
   The moonlight race on Feb. 3rd had four participants. Richard Hughes came in 1st and Russ Myers came in 2nd for the racing fleet. Gene 
Korhman came in 1st and Mark Hallquist came in 2nd for the cruising fleet. There will be a moonlight race on Sat. March 3, 2007 and the Thurs-
day Night Series will begin on March 15, 2007. The skippers’ meeting will be at 18:00.  Repairs are needed on the Olympic Coarse marks. 
House & Grounds:  
    No report at this time. 
Cruising/Socials: 
(reposted from General Meeting Minutes)  
    Valentine Dinner/Dance went well, came in a few dollars over budget. Awards banquet for 2007 is tentatively set for January 21, 2008 at the 
Pompano Club. Barbara Test tendered her resignation as Social Director due to Russ’ new job in Montgomery Alabama. 
Junior Sailing: 
    Volunteers are preparing for the Mardi Gras Youth Regatta. Paul is expecting around 40 boats. 
Old Business:   
    The board passed the purchase of two tamper proof and programmable thermostats for the meeting room. The price of $500 also includes the 
relocation of the stats to an accessible location. These stats should help reduce the utility bills.  
    Paul is in the process of selling some of the equipment that was left from the V-15 fleet. When Paul receives the money from the sells he will 
give it to Karen Hallquist, the treasurer.  After the current sales are concluded he will not be handling anymore in the future.   
   There was a discussion on not renting the club house to members in the future. There is an issue of the clubhouse not being clean before and 
after being rented and gate codes being handed out to none members. Several members said that it’s a good place at a good price to have per-
sonal gatherings. It was decided to keep renting the clubhouse to members but to raise the rent to $100 and keep the deposit at $400.              
    There was a discussion on the pantry budget and what events the pantry and refrigerator supplies should be used for, such as socials and 
meetings. The main problem is items are coming up missing from the pantry. It was suggested that the lock be changed. 
New Business:  
(reposted from General Meeting Minutes) 
    A work day is scheduled for Sat. March 3, 2007. Some of the problems which need to be addressed are; a toilet in the men’s bathroom needs 
repairs, screen house docks need repairs, need to look at the fences around the club and the club boat needs cleaning and electrical repairs. 
    Also the subject of the use of electricity needs to be better managed, such as turning off lights and the television when not in used. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:23pm 
 
Russ Myers, Secretary of the PAYC  
secretary@payc.us 



 

 Paid 2006 2007 Budget 
    

Administrative   
   Acct, Taxes,  Dues 2325 2325 
   Office Expense 1280.59 680 
   Postage, Printing 137.16 137 
   Mainsheet 365.4 365 
   Pub/Membership   
Clubhouse    
   Insurance 2175.62 2500 
   Self Insurance  1500 
Utilities   
   Electricity 8017.04 8000 
   Telephone 858.22 860 
   Waste Services   
   City of PA (water) 1553.2 1550 
   Gas (SUG) 54.7 200 
Maintenance   
   Building 12167.93 2000 
   Ice Machine   
   Janitorial 4040.15 4000 
     Cleaning   
     Supplies  1070 
Racing Program   
   Race Committee 1116.75 500 
   TSA Regatta 160  
   Regatta Insurance 300 300 
   Spindletop Regatta 0  
Boat Maintenance   
   Insurance 184.79 185 
   Repair 681.87 500 
Cruising Program 0  
Junior Sailing 1011.49 500 
Social 1596.9 500 
   Functions   
   Pantry   
Annual Banquet 1619.55  
   Banquet Cost:  200 
   Honor Awards  1000 
   Door Prizes  300 
   Decorations   
Lease Renewal    
Contingency Fund   
Miscellaneous 1409.58  
Furniture  & equipment 756.37  
Trophies 1482.64  
    
Totals 43294.95 29172 

   
Less Roof -8550  

 34744.95  
    

Capital Improvements   
$8500-$9000   

Here is a comparison 
showing last year’s budget 
& the newly submitted 
PAYC operating budget 
for 2007. It’s time for the 
club to tighten its’ reigns 
for awhile …... 

   PAYC is actively seeking someone to 
fill the Vice Commodore slot and the So-
cial director position. The Safety Officer 
position is also available. There is a rumor 
that the social director may be filled al-
ready, but if you’ve ever participated in 
one of our club events—you know that 
the social director can use ALL the help 
they can get! Russell & Barbara Test will 
be truly missed—they did a wonderful job 
for our club! 



YACHTS FOR SALE AT PAYC 
(Call Steve Swanson at 409-659-2272 to list your vessel or have it removed from this list) 

  30’ Olympic Princess   Tom Thigpen 704-866-8856 or thigpen@midrex.com 
     27’ 1978 Hunter                                           Glenn Thibodeaux      409-886-3113 or tibodoe@sbcglobal,net 

Next General Meeting: Tuesday, March 13th, 2007, 7:00pm at the PAYC Club-
house. Board Meeting immediately following General Meeting. 
  If you would like a copy of the current PAYC roster, email roster@payc.us and request 
one. Also, any member wishing to move from U.S. Mail delivery to email delivery (or 
vice versa) can do so by sending an email to mainsheet@payc.us 

Summary of PAYC 
Events in March: 
Sat—3rd : Full Moon Race #1, skippers 
meeting at 6:00 pm. 
 
Tues—13th : PAYC Club meetings 
 
15th,22nd,&29th : Thursday Night Race 
series  
 
Sat-17th : St. Patrick’s Day Party 
 
Thurs. 29th—Sun, April  1st—
Impromptu Galveston Cruise 
 
Sat 31st : Shell Island Cruise  

Commodore : Mark Hallquist 
Vice Commodore : Russell Test 
Secretary : Russ Myers 
Treasurer : Karen Hallquist 
Board of Directors : Terrill Adkisson, Gene Kohrman, Russell Test, Paul Vera, Mike 
Wise (Past Commodore) 
Trustees  : Terrill Adkisson, Sam Showalter, Pam King 
Harbormaster : Gene Kohrman 
Mainsheet Editor : Steve Swanson 
Website Editor (http://payc.us) : Carolyn Worsham 

.Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse 
 Members wishing to reserve the clubhouse should first call or email Barbara Test. Barbara will 
determine clubhouse availability by checking the most current calendar. You may contact her at 
clubhouse@payc.us or at (409) 722-5739. After your date has been cleared with Barbara, you can 
then visit www.payc.us for a reservation application and more info. 


