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Commodore’s Corner – Paul Vera 

 

As I was elected to take the tiller and steer PAYC through the doldrums, I have learned that 

there is a need of information on what duties that should be performed when one takes over as an 

officer or chair. The information should be referenced and clearly addressed, thus creating a flow 

of unfettered leadership throughout the club. I will continue to work on things that need to be 

addressed. A few points that I will be working on will be Club Finance, helping the Vice 

Commodore on membership, looking at our website and enhancements around the clubhouse. As for Racing, 

I am working on making some adjustments to get more boats racing. 

The Junior Sailing Program is growing under the leadership of Ted Mahavier. The Social gals Nicole 

and Crystal made our Christmas and Lighted Boat Parade one for the ages. Well done, ladies! 

Please welcome Michael Wilson to the board of directors. He is now your new Vice Commodore. I 

look forward to working with him. 

With that said, I hope for great things to come from Cruising, Socials, Sea Scouts, Junior Racing, 

Adult Sailing, Pram Sailing, Junior Sailing, and of course Racing. As the Covid virus vaccine is being 

administered, we will all slowly start getting together again to enjoy PAYC as a whole. 

 

 

Racing and Adult Sailing Report – Paul Vera 

 

Racing: The "Last Race of the Year" has been completed, thus the racing for 2020 has come to 

an end. Ken Rutty led Ted Mahavier and Don Hearn's Sea Scouts to the finish line. For the 

Cruiser fleet, Brian Meadowcroft sailed past Art Lynd and Steve Romeis to take line honors. 

The year has ended and the year scoring is done. With the Covid-shortened year, we did get in 

18 races with 14 skippers sailing and 4 skippers who took to the courses for the first time. Great 

thanks goes out to Ken Rutty and Richard Hughes for helping run the races in my absence. The 

coming year is going to be very exiting with a few rule changes that will enable more boats on the line and 

an even-handed scoring system.  

Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton will be sailed on Jan. 9. The Skippers meeting is at 10 a.m. Once 

again, we will run the Racing program by committee. I will be asking for your help to build and maintain it 

throughout the year. See you at the Awards Banquet. 

 

Adult Sailing: I will hold a female-only sailing class on Jan. 16. This class will go over the basics such as 

parts of the boat, terms and marlin spike. This will be held indoors and participants will get a look at sailing 

as a whole. Class time is 10 a.m. until noon.  
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Junior Sailing Report – Ted Mahavier 

 

We have so, so much exciting news to share this month! We are happy to report that several     

things that have been a year or more in the making have come to fruition. 

Thank you, Charlie! Member and Sabine Pilot Charles Tweedel has donated both his 

J/22 "Green Flash" and his Vanguard 15 to PAYC!  His donation includes the trailer, dolly, 

assorted sails and other gear. Charlie has previously donated funds to support Junior Sailing as 

well as funds to rebuild the crane, so he is a regular and consistent supporter of club 

efforts.  Please extend your thanks to him the next time you see him.  Junior Sailing and Adult Sailing will be 

making use of Green Flash in the coming year. Charlie will be bringing his newest toy, an Alerion 28, over 

from Kemah to the club this month. Keep a look out for Halcyon, a beautiful sloop. 

Thank you, Peter! Member and Sabine Pilot Business Manager Peter Kolp has traded PAYC a 20-

foot shipping container for the Windmill and trailer that were donated by member Ken Smith. Peter raced 

Windmills in the past and is excited to see another one in fine form on the lake.  Peter will pay for the 

delivery, installation and painting of the container.  To further beautify it, we plan to recruit Sam Showalter's 

granddaughter Makena to paint a mural on the container after Peter paints it white.  Peter is in the process of 

refitting the Windmill with additional flotation and modern hardware to make her a fast, safe, fun boat that 

he hopes to race locally and regionally.  Peter previously maintained Sea Scout sailing dinghies and I can 

vouch for his shipwright skills, epoxy skills and crewing ability, having worked and sailed with him. 

Thank you, Sam!   Member Sam Showalter has agreed to donate his Windmill to PAYC! With two 

Windmills and the Vanguard, all of which have similar handicaps, Junior Sailing will have the ability to train 

jib trimming on these three competitive boats. We plan to build racks to safely store the two Windmills 

inside the containers, as they are wooden and can't be left exposed.  

Thank you, Matt!   Member Matt Teller has donated his American 23 to PAYC! We don't have a 

plan for this boat yet, but if you know someone looking to learn to sail, a small craft like this is the best size 

for learning and day sailing on the lake.   Whether we merge her into the Adult Sailing fleet or sell her to 

some lucky member, we want to see her out on the water again soon where she belongs. 

Thank you, John! John Ardoin continues to support the club through donations.  Earlier in the year, 

he donated many, many parts that are bringing in funds at Boaters Resale. His latest contribution is the $200 

proceeds from a marine air conditioner he sold.  We miss you John and Ginger. Please stop by! 

Thank you, work crew!   With help from Sam Showalter, Andrew Brooks, Butterfly Brooks, Paul 

Vera, Peter Kolp and Brian Meadowcroft, our two derelicts are completely stripped and ready to be cut up 

and put on the curb. A few derelict trailers will be a part of our disposal effort. We are shopping for one 

Laser and one Sunfish to swap out older boats with newer boats in better condition.  We've patched one 

trailer tire and replaced both tires on one dolly.  We've repaired one Sunfish and a few Optis. 

Work, work, work, work!   Hopefully this year's calendar will have regularly scheduled workdays 

and regularly scheduled Junior Sailing days. Keep your eyes peeled and come on out and sail your fleet, 

which is growing in both quantity and quality. 

 

PAYC Awards Banquet Scheduled in January at Courville’s 
 

Please join us for the PAYC Awards Banquet to be held Jan. 23 from 6-10 p.m. at  

Courville's Catering, 1744 Rose Lane, Beaumont. Dinner Cost: $25 each. Includes your choice 

of Seafood (Fried Fish/Fried Shrimp) or Smoked Chicken with Hushpuppies, Potato Casserole, 

Green Beans, and Peach Cobbler for dessert. Drinks included are Water, Tea, Soda and Coffee. 

Cash Bar offering Beer & Wine will be available. Dinners must be purchased no later than Jan. 9 

and can be requested at https://formfaca.de/sm/Hu20dRkLc If you have any questions please contact Crystal 

(757-406-1253) or Nicole (337-277-7527 ) or email socials@payc.us 

https://formfaca.de/sm/Hu20dRkLc
mailto:socials@payc.us
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Treasurer’s Report – Mike Givens 

 

More members are using the online payment option. Just a reminder that you can  

prepay as much as you want. Additionally, we received a donation from the  

Port Arthur Convention and Visitors Bureau for $1,000 to be used on events that  

include the general public.  

 

 

 

Welcome Aboard! Meet Our New Members 

 

Over my last few years with PAYC, I have found it has much to offer, with the most significant benefit of 

friendship with those of a similar life passion. Over the decades, the club has had a rich variety of sailors 

from all walks of life. Our differences strengthen the club when we all gather around a shared vision. I 

believe the club's life derives from sharing our traditions and passion from one generation to the next and one 

walk in life to another. Despite the challenges of 2020, our club has grown, and involvement increased.  For 

2021, I will do all I can to support the club and look forward to helping others discover their passion for 

sailing. If you know of anyone interested in becoming part of PAYC, please have them apply or contact me 

at vicecommodore@payc.us – Michael Wilson 

 
The Pichoffs of Lumberton – Shawn, Lorena and Tatiana joined in August after 

purchasing the Cal 22 “Take Me Dancing” sailboat from the Wilsons. They are new 

to the sailing world but enjoy learning new skills as a family. They joined PAYC 

because of the family-friendly atmosphere and the sailing comradery the members 

provide.  

 

Both Pichoffs are professionals with formidable work schedules, but you will likely 

see them out on the weekends working on the boat or sailing out in the lake. The 

Pichoff’s immediate sailing goals are to sail to the bridge and back or completely 

around the island this coming summer. They are open to learning new things and 

value all experiences that members have shared with them.   

 

 
Jim and Julie Smyle and daughter Caitlin of Lumberton joined in December. 

Caitlin is still at home and attends Lamar University.  The Smyles have two 

grown sons, Will and Cal, who have their own families and are proud Lamar 

graduates. 

 

Jim and Julie relocated from west Texas to Orange in September 1989, then 

moved to Lumberton in September 2005, one week before Hurricane Rita.  

The Smyles owned a West Wight Potter 19 until 2016, while during a storm, 

she was smashed flat by a broken tree. They recently purchased a project boat – a 1991 Macgregor 26s and 

hope to get her on the water in 2021.   

 

The Smyles are looking forward to getting back on the water and enjoying the camaraderie of the club.  We 

look forward to meeting and sailing with them very soon. 
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Merry and Bright: Christmas Boat Parade and Party 

 
A very special thank you to PAYC member Cassie Jenkins for these wonderful photos. 

 
We would like to thank everyone who participated in the lighted boat parade. It was a great success!   

As you will see in the pictures, all who attended enjoyed themselves at the Christmas party that 

followed.  We can't wait to see everyone at the awards banquet in January.  

– Social Co-Chairs Nicole Champagne and Crystal Meadowcroft. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY HANNUKAH, HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL 

AND BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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Port Arthur Yacht Club Minutes 

                 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting  

Dec. 8, 2020 

 

Opening: The regular meeting of the PAYC was called to order at 7:00PM on Dec 08, 2020, by Paul Vera. 

Present: In Person: Paul Vera, Judy Walters, Brian Meadowcroft, Crystal Meadowcroft, Butch Neely, Mike 

Wise, Ted Mahavier, Mike Wilson, Davina Wilson, Mike Martinez, Barbie Martinez, Nicole Champagne, 

Rodney Champagne, Pete Kolp, Art Lynd, Sam Showalter, Andrew Showalter 

Prospective Member(s): None 

Online: Mike Givens 

Approval of Minutes 

Approved, with correction of members present, by verbal vote. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens 

Thank you for paying club dues on time! 

For details, please contact the Treasurer for details, if desired. 

The Club has a specific amount of money for improvements that come from new member initiation fees. 

Please keep this in mind when proposing or planning improvement projects. 

Membership: David Bradly - No Report. 

House and Grounds: David Bradly & Butch Neely 

Workday is needed in the spring to address the rusting door jam on the back door and to build a French drain 

to address ponding water in the back of the club house. 

Sink holes are still an issue. PIC was informed six months ago and still no action. 

Roof over the TV room has rotten boards, but no leaks reported during the last rains. 

Roof was replaced in 2005. It was recommended that the House and Grounds committee develop a list of 

required projects around the ground that needs to be addressed. 

The club needs new ladders; the current ladders are unsafe due to cracks and missing hardware. Ted offered 

to sell the club some of his spare ladders. 

Harbor Master: Butch Neely 

60 boats, 44 Club members, 73% are club boats. 

Socials: Crystal Meadowcroft 

New Year’s Eve Party, with Butch’s gumbo, at 2000 December 31, 2020. 

The Lake Charles Yacht Club Holiday Party Friday, December 18, 2020 and starts at 1800. 

January 23, 2021, 1800-2200 is the club awards banquet. Please look for emails and Facebook posts for 

information. The theme is Diamonds and Denim. The banquet will take place of the general January meeting. 

January 12, 2021 will be the calendar planning and budget planning meeting. 

PIC Advisory Board: No Report 

Cruising: Chris Boone - No Report. 

Racing: Paul Vera 

Results: 

Single Handed Race November 21, 2020 

Racers: Cruisers: 

1st Paul Vera 1st Brian Meadowcroft 

2nd Ken Rutty 2nd Steve Romeis 

3rd Richard Hughes 3rd Chris Boone 

4th Don Hearn 

Last Race of Year (LROTY) December 5, 2020 

Racers: Cruisers: 

1st Ken Rutty 1st Brian Meadowcroft 
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2nd Ted Mahavier 2nd Art Lynd 

3rd Don Hearn 3rd Steve Romeis 

Next race is Saturday January 9, 2021. 

Racing Meeting will need to be rescheduled and will most likely be handed via email. 

Junior Sailing: Ted Mahavier 

The American 23 is for sale to the first reasonable offer. It is ready to sail, but needs a motor. 

The workday on November 14, 2020 was a great success with lots of boats being fixed. 

Mr. Charles Tweedel has donated two boats to PAYC; GREENFLASH, a J22 and Vanguard 15 to be owned 

to by PAYC and will remain on homeported in Sabine Lake. The club has requested a deed of gift for the 

boats. No vote was taken. Ted will facilitate the donation. 

Ted moved to accept donation of a shipping container from Peter Kolp that would be used to store donated 

Windmill sailboats. The cost would be a maximum of $200 for decorative mural painting of the container. 

Sam Showalter seconded. Paul amending that they will be adequately tied down, via permanent means to 

minimize the risk of storm displacement. Motion passed on a verbal vote. 

Sea Scouts: Donald Hearn - No Report. 

Adult Sailing: Paul Vera 

To be continued. Paul will review the calendar. 

Looking at forming a Race Committee. 

Lamar Sailing Club: Still on hold. 

New Business: None. 

Old Business: The sink holes have been marked for 6 months and the city has expressed no interest in fixing 

them. Butch recommend that we form a committee to present a case to city to fix the sink holes. Ted 

recommended that House and Grounds Committee develop a subcommittee to address the issue and present a 

plan to the club to resolve the issue. 

Judy asked if she should continue forward with Rock the Dock given the issues with the sink holes. The 

consensuses of the club was that the caution tape should be used to mark the sink holes and keep people 

away from them and the event should continue. 

Judy suggested scheduling a Blessing of the Fleet the morning of the Rock the Dock event. Paul 

recommended Judy plan her event and do what she wants to do and work with Social Committee to get it on 

the calendar. 

Adjournment 

Paul ended the meeting at 2017. The next general meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 9, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Dec. 8, 2020 

The board meeting of the PAYC was called to order at 8:33 PM on Dec 08, 2020 by Paul Vera 

Board Members Present: Paul Vera, Brian Meadowcroft, Mike Wise, Ted Mahavier, Rodney Champagne, 

and Mike Wilson, 

Online: Mike Givens 

Committee Chairs: Crystal Meadowcroft, Nicole Champagne 

Members: Peter Kolp, Davina Wilson 

Minutes: Ted moved to approve. Rodney seconded. The motion carried. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens 

Mike Wilson, Vice Commodore, took office on December 8, 2020, and is authorized to be a signee for all 

Port Arthur Yacht Club banking accounts and financial documents. 

No reimbursement provided unless a reimbursement form with receipt attached starting February 2021. 

Membership: Mike Wilson 

Bill and Carolyn Worsham resigned in good standing. Larry Lognion resigned in good standing. 
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One Membership Application: 

Jim & Julie Smylie: Brian moved. Rodney seconded. Membership accepted via verbal vote. 

House and Grounds: Carry Over 

Harbor Master: Carry Over 

PIC Advisory: No Report 

Socials: Carry Over. 

Cruising: No Report. 

Racing: Carry Over 

Junior Sailing: Carry Over 

Adult Sailing: Carry Over 

Sea Scouts: No Report 

New Business: 

John & Ginger Ardoin made a donation to the club from the sale of an air conditioner. 

The January board meeting will focus on first, budget, and second, calendar. 

Voicemail: Brian M will work with David B to get access to the voicemail account to receive calls and 

assign for action by the responsible party. 

Old Business: 

Adjournment: Ted moved to adjourn. Rodney seconded. The meeting adjourned at 2103. 

The next board meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 12th, 2021 at 1900. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Calendar of Events 2021 

 
 

January  

9  R  Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton  1000  

12  M  General/Board Meeting   1900  

23  S  Awards Banquet    1800 

 

February 

9  M  General/Board Meeting   1900 

 

Contact Us 

 
Website:  payc.us 

Check the website for information regarding the yearly calendar, bylaws and policies, membership 

applications, dues and fees, racing rules/procedures, past issues of the Mainsheet and club reservation 

policies. 

 

Phone:  409-356-6253 

Commodore: Paul Vera, commodore@payc.us 

Treasurer: Mike Givens, treasurer@payc.us 

Mainsheet Editor:  Cathleen Cole, cathcole@hotmail.com 

https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
mailto:treasurer@payc.us
mailto:cathcole@hotmail.com

