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MAINSHEET 
Port Arthur Yacht Club 

May 2013 
 

COMMODORE'S CORNER: 

 

"Two weeks"  has finally arrived and that means we finally received permission to move into the new floating 

docks, please check with the Harbor Master if you haven't picked a slip as of yet. 

 

If you would have told me that we would end up with floating concrete docks, I would have said, “in your 

dreams.” But now, we do have floating docks. We have to give thanks to PIC for pushing FEMA to approve the 

extra money for floating docks and instead of fixed. But a big thank you goes to our founders who built and 

paid for the marina without any help from the city. 

 

To date the City of Port Arthur has not given the first cent to PAYC, yet in the bad and good times, PAYC has 

always been a consistent flow of revenue to help Pleasure Island maintain its grounds. In the next few weeks, 

voters will have the opportunity to keep the Pleasure Island Commission (PIC) or give the city manager the last 

say in the operation of Pleasure Island. Believe it or not, PAYC has a voice in Port Arthur and it may be time to 

use it. PAYC will endure but we might need to become “one big squeaky wheel” at the Port Arthur City 

Council meetings. 

 

PAYC's lease is still up in the air but we are as close as it gets. What does that mean?  Well, we are one week 

away! 

 

I am Commodore Paul Vera. I represent Port Arthur Yacht Club which resides at 410 Pleasure Island Blvd., 

Port Arthur, Texas 77640  

 

PV 

409-963-3525 

________________________________________________________________________  

 

Late evening sail… 

 

 
                   Photo courtesy of Steve Romeis 
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CRUISING REPORT:  
 
The Shell Island Cruise proved to be another successful trip with 8 boats 
heading out at approximately 1100 hours on April 13th. The cruising 
fleet seems to be growing with each trip.  This cruise was highlighted by 
a trek over to Peggy’s on the Bayou, a great place to eat!  
 
After all the boats were secured at the anchorage, the gang made their 
way by dinghy, kayak, and aluminum boat to the Worsham’s catamaran 
for impromptu gathering and were treated to a different kind of “wing on wing” when club member Nishant 
Krishnan, who is earning hours for his pilot’s license, flew over our group.  
 
Ken Ortelon of the Sabine Lake Power Squadron in his pontoon boat and the Worsham’s then motored our 
group over to Peggy’s where we were met by Russ Myers, Nishant Krishnan, and several power squadron 
members for supper. All in all it was an awesome cruise, excellent food and great friends! 
 
Those who participated in the Shell Island Cruise were Mike Wise and Ettie Haley on Sanity; Ronnie and Songa 
Gremillion on My Lu Eze; Craig Belaire and Mark Domingue on Cop a Lean; Art and Annette Lynd on 
Seahawk; Deena and Mike Gill and crew, Kristen and Dylan on Deena Ann; Steve Romeis on Jammin’; Bill and 
Carolyn Worsham on Double Standard; and Greg Lynd and Ruth Hoyle on Pura Vida. 
 
Our next cruise will be to Contraband Days in Lake Charles. One group of boats will be anchoring out Thursday 
evening (5/2) at Shell Island before making the trip to Lake Charles on Friday and another group of cruisers are 
scheduled to make the trip for the second weekend of Contraband Days (5/10). If you would like to make the trip 
to Contraband Days either by boat or car and need more information, feel free to contact me. 
 
Greg Lynd 
Cruise Director 
281-932-7344 
 

 

 
 
 

April 2013 Shell Island Cruise - Photos courtesy of Carolyn Worsham and Steve Romeis 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
RACING REPORT: 

 
April has come and gone, but the races will go on! 

 
The month started off with a bang as the club hosted the Spindletop 
Beach Catamaran Regatta. There were two days of hull flying, 
spinnaker ripping, and boat flipping wind.  I would like to thank all of 
those who volunteered to help with the regatta.  
 

Thursday night racing is going strong with a good turnout in both the racing class and the cruising class. There is some 
fierce competition among the racers with corrected finish times only being seconds between first and third.  
 
Looking forward to May there will be no moonlight race but an extra-long race to Galveston.  We are hoping for 
favorable winds and a good turnout for the Deter Junge race.  The Thursday night race series will continue and we would 
love to see new competitors join the hunt.   
 
“The chance for mistakes is about equal to the number of crew squared” --- Ted Turner 
 
Daniel Tatum 
Race Chair 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Junior Sailing: 

 

Our Junior Sailing Camp will be held June 20-23. The more people that volunteer to help the better and it makes for a 

much easier camp for all. Chef Pat O’Quinn and crew will keep us well fed. I have heard that people love to help with the 

kids but the main reason they help out is Susie and Pat's cooking. 

 

We need all the help we can get and I hope you can help us at the camp. Send me an e-mail if you are able to volunteer for 

any part (or all) of the camp. 

 

Paul Vera  

vseaturtle@aol.com 

409-963-3525 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PV Verses 

 

Beautiful ladies even on bad hair days are the ones holding course while you move forward to retie a jib sheet that came 

untied and then handing you a beer, or is she to stand ready at helm when a fish is on while trolling. What is the true 

question of women in sailing? Can they out-sail men? Maybe, but the test has never been given! Should it even be taken?  

 

For with the absence of the female in sailing go the excuses. As I worm my way through this article, a skipper’s need to 

use the “she did this and that," if not for the confusing information in which she was given. It's a shame that we don't have 

more women on the water; it would make for more competitive fishing, and sailing.  

 

Women, woe to us men, with them we sail further and have a tendency to drink more. So to all the women of PAYC, I 

salute you for having to sail with "THE MEN" of PAYC. 

 

I need another beer.  

PV 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting 

April 09, 2013 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Paul Vera, Commodore 

Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 

Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

Jim Richardson, Secretary 

Art Lynd 

Greg Lynd 

Chuck DeVenzio 

Russ Myers 

Johnny Otto 

Ted Mahavier 

Ricky Richardson 

Daniel Tatum 

Ashley Gaston, KFDM Anchor 

Shari Pulliam, DFPS  

 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 1903 hours. 

 
REPORTS: 

 
MEMBERSHIP:  No new membership requests to report.   

 
TREASURER:  Alan Aldredge reported: 

 
Alan also stated that the 2nd quarter billing would be out soon. 
 
 
PIC:   Paul Vera reported 1) that Shoremaster, the marina construction company, went bankrupt and Ottertail took over 

management of the project.  Ottertail is reviewing the various maintenance or warranty issues pending.  2) that, the “I” 

dock landing area may not have been constructed with the correct type wood outlined in the initial project.  3)  Entergy 

work is pending. 4)  the PAYC lease is being reconsidered by PIC. 5) Consideration to abolish PIC is on the May 2013 

Port Arthur election ballot for public vote.  Chuck DeVenzio motioned that Special Meetings be set for April 23
rd

, April 

30
th
, and May 7

th
 to review the possible lease options.  Daniel Tatum seconded the motion and it passed without objection.  

Chuck DeVenzio motioned that a notice be posted in the May Mainsheet to make PAYC members aware that a public 

vote in the May 2013 Port Arthur elections may abolish the PIC. Russ Myers seconded the motion.  After discussion, the 

vote was 7 in favor, and 4 opposed to the motion.  The motion passed.   

 
HARBORMASTER:   Russ Myers indicated that PIC and the PAYC will conduct a walk-through of the marina and 

attempt to locate remaining issues with construction, after which, members may be able to move their boats into the new 

slips. 

 
RACING:  Daniel Tatum said that 1) the Olympic Racing series was won by Russ Myers, that Richard Hughes placed 

second and Ken Rutty third.  2) In the March, Thursday night series Paul Vera won for the Racer Class and Art Lynd won 

for the Cruiser Class. 3) the Spindletop Regatta for Catamarans on April 3
rd

 and 4
th
 was successful and that Ricky 

Richardson placed third and he (Daniel) placed 4
th
. 4) Richard Hughes has a G-cat that Richard wants to donate to the 

PAYC.  If accepted, the boat might need about $600 in repairs.  Richard Hughes would provide a gift deed, but that no 

title was available at this time.  Daniel motioned that the boat be accepted by the PAYC and that it not be used by 

members until it was titled.  Russ Myers seconded and the motion passed without objection.  
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HOUSE and GROUNDS:  1) Russ Myers reported that we need to recover the floating dock from Ronnie Gremillion.  2) 

Paul reported that Bout Time was operational, but needed a filter replaced.  Ted Mahavier motioned that $12 be allocated 

to replace the filter.  Alan Aldredge seconded.  The motion passed without objection. 

 
CRUISING:  1) Greg Lynd said that April 13

th
 is the Shell Island Cruise/Peggy's restaurant. The Skipper's meeting is at 

1000 hours on the 13
th
. 2) Paul Vera stated that TMCA might visit the PAYC in May and asked Greg to coordinate any 

information they may need.  

 
SOCIALS:  1) Paul Vera stated that Fajita Rita is set for May 18

th
 at the PAYC Clubhouse.   

 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB:  Ted Mahavier reported 1) approximately7 students participated in the Thursday night races 

and may continue to do so.  2) that he and others may teach a knot class for the students.     

 
JR. SAILING:   Paul Vera stated 1) Ashley Gaston, KFDM Anchor, was present and as she was unable to attend the 

Annual Award's Banquet due to a scheduling conflict, he would like to present her with an award in appreciation for 

support of the Jr. Sailing Program.  Ashley thanked the PAYC for the award and stated she was proud to be a part of the 

support effort.  Ashley also spoke about her overall involvement in children's lives and her award winning “Forever 

Families” television segments that broadcast bi-weekly on KFDM.  “Forever Families” highlights local children needing 

adoption or permanent homes.  2) that this year's Sailing Camp will be June 20-23, 2013.  Fees are $85 for members' 

children and $95 for non-members' children. The camp registration application is now online. 

  

SEA SCOUTS:  Paul Vera displayed the Sea Scouts 100 Years of Service flag that will be flown when scouts are at the 

PAYC.  

 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  1) Shari Pulliam, Public Information Officer for the Department of Family and Protective Services 

(DFPS), told members present about the numbers of foster children in care with the DFPS.  She also stated that the DFPS 

supports programs like summer camp, life skills training, prom night, and others, designed to expose foster children to 

different life experiences that might not otherwise be available to them.  She stated that most of the children have never 

nor may never be able to have sailing experiences and felt that the PAYC and the DFPS might be able to join resources to 

provide sailing opportunities to some of the children.  Shari also said the Child Welfare Board would be able to help with 

food resources.  Jim Richardson motioned that a committee be established to review options to partner with the DFPS to 

provide sailing experiences to some of their children-in-care.  Daniel Tatum seconded the motion and it passed without 

objection. 2) Paul Vera reported that he had placed the KO Marine order for pram supplies. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  1) Mike Wise stated that the PAYC website may need to be reconstructed to accommodate edit 

formatting and accessibility.  Ted Mahavier motioned that $500 be allocated for the upgrade. Mike suggested that he get a 

quote for the work.  Ted withdrew his motion pending the quote. 2)  Chuck DeVenzio asked if the 1000ft cut waypoints 
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had been placed on the website for visitors and other sailors to access. Greg Lynd said he would check the waypoints this 

weekend on the Shell Island Cruise and report any differences.  

 
Ted Mahavier motioned to adjourn the meeting, Alan Aldredge seconded.  The motion passed without objection and the 

general meeting ended at 2054 hours, April 9, 2013. 

 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

Director's Board Meeting 

April 09, 2013 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Paul Vera, Commodore 

Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 

Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

Jim Richardson, Secretary 

Art Lynd 

Greg Lynd 

Daniel Tatum 

Chuck DeVenzio 

Russ Myers 

 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 2059 hours. 

 
REPORTS: 

 
RACING:  Daniel stated 1) that for the Catamaran Class Ricky Richardson took first and he took second in the March 

Series.  2) Catamaran Series will discontinue at this time. 

 
The following committees' reports “Carried-Over” from the General Meeting of April 9, 2013. 

MEMBERSHIP 

TREASURER     

HARBORMASTER    

HOUSE and GROUNDS   

CRUISING  

SOCIALS  

JR. SAILING   

SEA SCOUTS   

LAMAR SAILING CLUB 

 

OLD BUSINESS: Nothing to report  

 
NEW BUSINESS: Nothing to report 

 
Russ Myers motioned to adjourn the meeting, Alan Aldredge seconded.  The motion passed without objection and the 

Director's Board meeting ended at 2101 hours, April 9, 2013. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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2013 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Paul Vera 

Vice Commodore - Mike Wise 

Secretary - Jim Richardson 

Treasurer - Alan Aldredge 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 

Daniel Tatum 

Craig Bellaire 

Art Lynd 

Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 

Harbormaster - Russ Myers 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Daniel Tatum 

Cruising - Greg Lynd 

Socials - Songa Gremillion/Group 

House and Grounds - Everybody 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 

Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations - Songa Gremillion 

Safety - Everybody 
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