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Commodore’s Corner – Paul Vera 

 

All is well at PAYC. We are still having growing pains as we learn how to communicate what 

has happened in the past and bring it forward as we move to the future. We are doing a lot of 

things that have been done in the past that haven't been done in a long time, which are new to 

some and old to others. It's nice to see cruises and races going to places like Galveston and the 

use of the legendary Moonlight Rig. Many memories of that Moonlight Rig have been engrained 

in the lore of PAYC.  

Adventure is coming with the 18-Mile Lighthouse Race/Cruise on Sept. 2. More information is in the 

racing article. August is a month of Thursday Night Fun Races/Cruises, with Adult Classes thrown in. We 

are going to have a good time.  

My old high school (Thomas Jefferson) is now a middle school and wants to form a sailing club. I 

have met with the principal and had a very good conversation on how a club is going to work. They will 

meet at the club Aug. 21 at 10 a.m. For those who are interested in being involved, please attend. This is the 

first time PAYC has had a chance to form a relationship with PAISD. 

August is the month we form a nominations committee for election of Officer and Board positions. 

We are also working on our lease, which should be completed in August (two weeks). The wording "two 

weeks" was in the first lease that took us two years to complete. I hope we can do better. Come to our 

monthly meetings and get filled in on what is happening at Port Arthur Yacht Club. 

 

Racing and Adult Sailing Report – Paul Vera 

 

Racing: The competitive Thursday Night Races have ended. These are preliminary scores. I had 

to throw out two races in June due to lost scoring in one race due to internet issues. So here it 

goes. Overall winner Cruiser Fleet Art Lynd 1st, Brian Meadowcroft 2nd, David Bradley 3rd, 

Donald Hearn 4th, followed by Matt Steele, Michael Martinez and Chris Boone. On the racing 

side with numerous crews and skippers Green Flash took the Racing fleet with Ken Rutty 2nd, 

Charlie Tweedel 3rd, Richard Hughes 4th and Paul Vera 5th. 

The second Moonlight race of the year turned out to be one for the books. The Cruiser fleet followed 

the lone Racer Richard Hughes around the Moonlight Rig for the first time in a long time. That's a 10-mile 

race and they all got back. David Bradley sailed in front of Mickey Rouse followed by Brian Meadowcroft 

and Michael Martinez.  

Adventure is coming with the 18-Mile Lighthouse Race/Cruise on Sept. 2. More information is in 

Brian Meadowcroft's article. Also look at the calendar for future races. 

 

Adult Sailing: Classes start this month and will be held on Thursdays starting at 6 p.m. This is great way to 

learn how to take advantage of the wind and how to make it work for you. Classes are free to club members  
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and $45 for non-members. 

 

Knot-A-Heads: As we started forming the youth racing program, we are preparing boats to get them in  

better shape than they have been in a long time. We have sent six to area body shops for fiberglass and paint 

work. They all are donating time and materials to help out our young sailors. We have six young sailors 

needing the support from our club when they represent our club at yacht clubs across the state. We are 

heading to Canyon Lake for the next regatta. Big plans are coming for our club and they will be discussed at 

our next meeting. 

 

August 7-8 

Lake Canyon Yacht Club 

Canyon Chaos Regatta 

September 11-12 

Corinthian Sailing Club on White Rock Lake 

Rock the Rock 

September 25-26 

Fort Worth Boat Club 

Jr. Ol’ Man of the Sea & USODA Mid-America Champs 

October 9-10 

Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club 

Pirates of the Corinthian 

October 30-31 

Rush Creek Yacht Club 

Chocopalooza 

November 20-21 

Corpus Christi Yacht Club 

TSA End of Year: Changes in L’attitude 

TSA End of Year Awards and KO Sailing Texas State Optimist Champs 

 

Junior Sailing Report – Ted Mahavier 

 
With the camps behind us, July was a quiet month for Junior Sailing. We've ordered a handful 

of parts and spent our time addressing the exciting new opportunities and the challenges 

that come with them. For example, Junior Sailing and Junior Racing are now separate 

entities.  Paul Vera will head up Junior Racing as he and Davina Wilson continue to fundraise 

and travel with Knot-a-Heads on the race circuit. Junior Racing and Junior Sailing 

expenditures are separated in QuickBooks, so the club will know how much is spent on 

each.  Junior Racing is a wonderful opportunity for our kids and Junior Sailing will continue to support these 

efforts. The club will have decisions to make! Are non-members allowed to race club boats on the 

circuit?   How and where will we store all the necessary extra race gear?  Who will keep the boat house 

organized with the gear properly stowed?  Do we rebuild or replace the Sunfish Fleet?  These decisions 

should not be made by any one or two individuals, so we'll be asking y'all these questions so that the club 

moves forward in the direction the membership thinks is best.  Especially club members with upcoming 

sailors, please come to the meetings and stay informed because it's going to be an exciting time for Junior 

Sailing and Junior Racing.  The last Texas Sailing Association Regatta I remember at PAYC was in the early 

2000s! Getting our kids racing is a win-win for PAYC.  We get our name out there. We have the opportunity 

to host regattas at PAYC and the money that flows from donations, fundraising, and regattas can put our fleet 

back on par with the other regional clubs. Paul has visions of kids racing on the circuit and a partnership with 

Port Arthur Independent School District! It's been a hard fifteen years as PAYC has recovered from Rita, 
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Gustav and Ike. I'm honored and proud to have been a part of rebuilding Junior Sailing. During those years, 

and with lots of support from dozens of club members, I've overseen the Junior Sailing Camps, building boat 

storage racks, updating the building, laying slabs, spreading gravel, purchasing boats, purchasing surplus 

parts, rebuilding the boats, securing chase dinghies, scrapping out derelicts, consolidating the fleet to three 

types of boats, creating storage for kayaks, and securing three outboard motors for the fleet. At least that's 

what I remember off the top of my head. It's nice to see the fleet ready for the next phase and to see so many 

members contributing to the rebuild of the fleet since I won't be managing Junior Sailing forever!   

   

Lighthouse / Sabine Bank Race or Cruise – Brian Meadowcroft 
 

     
 

Are you looking for your next PAYC adventure? Need a reason to head to the Gulf of Mexico for a 

day? Try the 18-Mile Lighthouse / Sabine Bank Race (or cruise) on Saturday, 04 Sept., 2021. The race will 

feature a starting time window in the morning after sunrise, between the first set of markers outside of the 

jetties, Green 33 and Red 34. The race will be an out and back race to the Sabine Bank Lighthouse, 

approximately 16 miles SSE from the end of the jetties and will finish between Green 33 and Red 34. Each 

racer needs to record their start and finish times and turn them in to the Race Officer. More specific details 

will be given at the Skipper's Meeting at 6PM on Thursday 1 Sept., 2021. There may be a cruising option for 

those that just want to head offshore without the challenges of a race. There is the option for a potluck, upon 

our return. Stay tuned. 

 

There are a few options to make the start on time: 

1) Leave PAYC in the morning before the race. It is 15 miles from PAYC to the end of the jetties. There will 

be inbound tide of 1-2 knots that morning, so boats won't be able to make normal speed. 

2) Leave PAYC Friday evening and stay at the Sabine Pass Port Authority. The cost of staying the night is 

$40-$50, depending on 30- or 50-amp electrical service. It is about 6.5 miles from the end of the jetties. They 

will take reservations and is a good idea as they fill up quickly on the holidays. There is only one true 

transient berth, but they can accommodate more, with notice. (409) 971-2411. There will be an outbound 
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current of about 2.5 knots at 1930 Friday night, making the 11-mile trip to SPPA a quick one. 

3) Anchor between Goat Island and Sabine Pass, about a half mile from SPPA. I've anchored here many 

times; the area has a good holding bottom is a decently protected from the ship wakes. It would NOT be a 

good idea to raft up here as there are currents and wakes that will bounce the boats around. The bugs can be 

bad in both SPPA and the anchorage, so make sure you have screens or a generator. 

 

A few things to think about: 

1) There will be boats that need crew, or crew that are looking for boats. If you are looking, ask around! 

2) There will be an OUTBOUND current starting at 1100 Saturday, with a maximum speed of 2 knots, 

approximately 8PM. The earlier you start, the less current you'll have to deal with on the way back. 

3) All boats should have a marine VHF radio to listen to and make passing arrangements with ships. 

4) Make sure your boat is ready for heavy weather and you have a way to listening for weather alerts. 

5) Lastly, have fun and learn something! Contact Paul Vera or Brian Meadowcroft with any questions. 

                        
Port Arthur Yacht Club Minutes – Brian Meadowcroft 

                 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting  

July 13, 2021 

 

Opening: The regular meeting of the PAYC was called to order 1900 on July 13, 2021, by Paul Vera. 

Present: In Person: Paul Vera, Mike & Davina Wilson, Ted Mahavier, Nicole Champagne, Corey & Heather 

Oldbury, Mike & Ettie Wise, Butch Neely, Mike Givens, Shawn Pichoff, Salomon Freimeth, Mike Martinez, 

Steven Freidman, Art Lynd, Ken Rutty Online: David Bradley, Jim & Julie Smylie, Crystal Meadowcroft 

Guests: None 

 

Approval of Minutes: Shawn moved; Ted Seconded; Passed via verbal vote. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens – Printed reports were passed out to all members in attendance. The Treasurer is 

looking for a new CPA. Call Mike with any questions about the finances. 

 

Membership: Mike Wilson – 75 active, 9 honorary members. Mike has the phone app on his phone. The 

website is being updated. Postcard-sized handouts have been printed and are available in the club house. 

GroupMe is a messaging app that members can sign up for. The applications will be updated to encourage 

applicants to attend the next General and Board Meetings. The welcome messages to new members will be 

worked out between Mike Wilson, Brian Meadowcroft, and Shawn Pichoff. 

 

House and Grounds: David Bradly & Butch Neely – Door replacement for ladies bathroom $308 for just the 

door. There is a sewer leak outside of the fence, east of the gate. PIC is aware of the leak. 

 

Harbor Master: Butch Neely – No Report. 

62 boats, PIC: 20(+3)(-3%), PAYC 42 (-1), 68% occupancy 

 

Pleasure Island Advisory Board: Paul Vera – The lease is controlled by Parks and Recreation. Paul Vera, 

Mike Wise, and Mike Wilson met with PIC to discuss needs of the club. Lease issues will have to be 

addressed with Parks and Recreation. PIC has a $450K grant to repair the public boat launch area. 

 

Socials: Nicole Champagne –There will be a back to school bash on Sunday, Aug. 8, 2021, from 1300-1700 

for junior sailing alumni. It will be Sailing ‘n’ Snacks themed. Paul reported on the 4th of July event. Judy 

Walters put on a tremendous event. We should all applaud her for her efforts. The fireworks were further 

away from the club than they had been in the past. The club was competing against multiple other events in 
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the area. The event came in under budget. The use for the money not spent will be discussed at the Board 

meeting. 

On September 18, 2021, following the Treasure Hunt, in the evening, there will be a fundraiser for the Jr. 

Racers in the form of a gala with dinner, $10/plate, dancing, silent auction, and a 

band. This will be an annual event. In the future there will be a spring and fall fundraiser, split between 

Cruising: Brian Meadowcroft – It is possible to sail/motor to the High Tides restaurant in Bridge City, off Rt. 

87. There will be a cruise to High Tides in August. Stay tuned for details. There is a group of four boats 

headed to Galveston Sunday, July 18 to Thursday July 22, 2021. The itinerary will be posted to Facebook. 

 

Racing: Paul Vera – There was racing in July. 

 

Junior Sailing: Ted Mahavier – Camps went well with a total of 50 campers and 34 volunteers. 

Thank you to all the volunteers -- a full list is in the Mainsheet. 

We continue to develop and refine a manual for both camp activities and food to assist future leaders. 

Boaters Resale Checks have come in for around $500 over the past two months. 

Paul is in charge of Knot-a-Heads program and Ted is in charge of Junior Sailing Camp -- we've separated 

finances since Knot-a-Heads plan to do some fund raising, but both of us plan to support the other and to 

share with each other our "big ticket" purchase ideas so we are working in parallel. 

Paul – The Convention & Visitors Bureau donated $3,600 to purchase 6 Opti sails at $600 apiece. The sails 

will have Port Arthur on the sails. The bureau donated $200 per sail for insignias. All the Optis are at various 

body shops all over Beaumont getting new bottom jobs. The donors have been invited to our gala and given 

free entry. It is asked that the race-specific equipment be saved for use for race practice and that the older 

equipment be used for fun sailing. Covers for the Opti hulls are $110 each. 

 

Lamar Racing: No Report 

 

Adult Sailing: Paul Vera – No Report 

 

Sea Scouts: Paul Vera – Three Sea Scouts want to join as junior members. 

 

Club Boat and Boat Maintenance Program: Rodney Champagne – Not present. It was brought up that About 

Time has a undetermined water leak in the hull. It is believed that water is leaking in via the through hulls in 

the transom. 

 

Break: 2030-2038. 

 

Old Business: 

The Funding Committee has been tabled as the club always has something more needed each time the 

committee tries to meet. 

Paul: Asset disposal: If a boat is donated to Junior Sailing, the Jr. Sailing Chair has full discretion how to 

handle it. If a boat is donated to the club, at large, the Board will decide how to deal with it. 

Lease will be discussed at the board meeting. 

 

New Business: 

Spectrum came out and replaced equipment. 200Mbps download was paid for, we currently get 80-90Mbps 

download, via WIFI. A new WIFI router will be voted on at the Board meeting. The existing repeater on the 

tower has a 10Mpbs download rate. 

Ted – The club has multiple bigger boats that do not have their own line item. They are currently listed with 

Junior Sailing. It would be a good idea to give these their own line item to separate expense line for 

developing the 2022 budget. 
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There might be interested buyer for the North American 23. 

The Secretary has kindly asked if any of the committee chairs have their notes written or typed out before the 

meeting to kindly email them to him to ensure the message is properly conveyed in the minutes. 

 

Adjournment 

Everybody moved to adjourn. Everybody seconded. 

Paul closed the meeting at 2054. The next meeting will be Aug. 10th, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Board Meeting  

July 13, 2021 

Called to Order: 2107 by Paul 

Treasure report – Carry Over. 

Membership – 2 new membership applications: Both approved by verbal vote. 

Socials: Ted moved that the remaining funds from the 4th of July event should be turned into the Socials 

Budget. Brian seconded. Motion passed via verbal vote. 

Ted moved that the remaining funds from the Rock the Dock event should be turned into the Socials Budget. 

Brian seconded. Motion passed via verbal vote. 

Cruising: -- Carry over 

 

Old business: 

None 

 

New Business: 

It was clarified that Paul’s term of ‘Ship’s Mast’ is clarified to be referred to the Port Arthur Yacht Club 

bylaws, Adopted 2 June 2020, Article XI Forfeiture of Membership, Section B. 

Mike Givens moved we set the $1,000 the Convention Bureau gave the Club aside and prevent any spending 

of it until such time the city clearly says they do not want it back. Nicole seconded. 

Mike Givens withdrew his motion. 

Brian will draft an event request form to better guide persons that want to develop and put on an event with 

outside entities. 

Brian will develop a motion, to be presented at the August Board meeting, on how the club will provide 

oversight for the acceptance and use of donations to the club. 

Ted recommended the By-Laws should be updated to require the Trustees to oversee all financial activity, 

not just the Improvement Fund and that every chair should report their monthly expenditures at every 

meeting. 

Mike Wise reminded the board of the income limitations of a 501(c). 65% of the club’s income must come 

from member dues to prevent the money from having to be taxed. 

Mike Wise stated that Kashonda knows the lease is expired and renewal should be a rubber stamp, if we 

have met our requirements. The following are outstanding: pour concrete/asphalt under the crane and repair 

the floating dock in front of the club house and screen house. 

Paul: Lease – Paul Vera and Mike Wise will be the points of contact for lease discussions. Per Article V, 

Section J, the Lease Committee shall consist of the Board. 

Mike Givens: Would like an insurance specialist to review the insurance package. 

Brian moved to table purchasing a new weather station. Ted seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Adjournment at 2217. 

Ted moved to adjourn. The motion passed. 

The next board meeting will be August 10th, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 
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Socials Report – Nicole Champagne 
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Calendar of Events 2021 

  
 

August 

August 5 Just for Fun Race & Adult Sailing (Racing) 

August 7 Long Distance Race #1, 1000 (Racing) 

August 8 Back to School Bash & Library Kids  

August 10 General and Board Meeting, 1900 – Nomination Committee Formed 

August 12 Just for Fun Race & Adult Sailing (Racing) 

August 19 Just for Fun Race & Adult Sailing (Racing) 

August 21 Moonlight Race #3 (Racing) 

August 26 Just for Fun Race & Adult Sailing (Racing) 

August 28 Workday & Social Event (Socials) 

 

September 

September 2, 2021 Skipper’s Meeting for 18-Mile Lighthouse Race, 1800 (Racing) 

September 3-4 18-Mile Lighthouse Race (Racing) 

September 14 General and Board Meeting, 1900  

September 2021 Treasure Hunt (Socials) 

September 25 Long Distance Race #2 (Racing) 

 

October  

October 2 Island Cup Race, 1000 (Racing) 

October 9 Half Moon Regatta, 1800 (Racing) 

October 12 General and Board Meeting, 1900 Present Nominations & Honor Awards 

October 16 Boat or Treat, 1600 (Socials) 

October 21-24 Harvest Moon Regatta -- Galveston to Port Aransas (Racing) 

October 30 Long Distance Race #3 (Racing) 

 

November  

November 1 Ballots due to Mainsheet  

November 7 Daylight Savings Ends 

November 9 General and Board Meeting, 1900 Voting & Thanksgiving Potluck  

November 13 Redfish Tournament (Cruising) 

November 20 Single Handed Race, 1000 (Racing) 

 

December  

December 4 Last Race of the Year (Racing) 

December 11 Lighted Boat Parade & Christmas Party (Socials) 

December 14 General and Board Meeting, 1900 New Officers Take over at Board Meeting  

 

January 2022 

January 8 Jack Painton/Marvin Campbell Memorial Regatta 1000 (Racing) 

January 11 Board Meeting (Budget & Calendar) 

January 22 Awards Banquet (Socials) 
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Contact Us 
 

Website:  payc.us 

Check the website for information regarding the yearly calendar, bylaws and policies, 

membership applications, dues and fees, racing rules/procedures, Mainsheet past issues and 

club reservation policies. 

 

Phone:  409-356-6253 

Commodore: Paul Vera, commodore@payc.us 

Treasurer: Mike Givens, treasurer@payc.us 

Mainsheet Editor:  Cathleen Cole, cathcole@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
mailto:treasurer@payc.us
mailto:cathcole@hotmail.com
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