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Commodore’s Corner – Lynette Gillenwater 
A very hot August has come and gone.  
Hopefully some cooler weather is in our near 
future.   

August has been pretty active with our racers 
and our adult sailing program well under way.  

Thanks to all of you who have participated in these 
activities.   

Our annual Treasure Hunt will be held on Saturday 21, and 
we will follow that with a traditional pirate party.  All are 
welcome to the party, even if you cannot participate in the 
Treasure Hunt.  Rather than set an actual time to begin this 
shindig, we will simply say “early evening” because it will 
not be full swing until the participants are back in port.  Past 
experience tells us that you never know when that may be.  
This will be a pot luck dinner, so bring some of your favorite 
foods to share, bring your rum, and dress in your favorite 
pirate costume to join in on the fun. Art Lynd will have 
more on the hunt below. 

Looking ahead, October is when we submit our nominations 
for officers, board, and awards recipients.  If you would like 
to use your talents to support our club, please let us know.  
We have once again chosen Chuck Devenzio to head our 
nominations committee.  As you know, some of us have 
plans to do some traveling and will be unable to continue in 
our current positions.  We would also like to have an 
assistant treasurer to help Mike Givens when needed.   

We have three very talented members discussing some 
membership drive opportunities for next year.  We would 
like to try to have “Rock the Dock” in April with a classic car 
show; maybe a Motorcycle Rally with a cool name in June or 
July, and a Jeep gathering in September or October.  Get 
with Judy Walters, Kelly Johnston and Kelly Perez with 
any ideas you may have. 

We received a package from former member Alan  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://www.payc.us/by-laws-and-policies
https://www.payc.us/application
https://www.payc.us/racing
https://www.payc.us/monthly
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
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Commodore’s Corner (continued) 
Mickelson.  He had come across a few books on sailing and wanted to share 
them with his old sailing club.  I will leave them on the shelf in the lounge for now 
and add them to the shelves at a later date.  If any of you remember Alan and are 
still in touch, please let him know how appreciative we are for the gift. 

Fair winds, 
Lynette Gillenwater 

Upcoming Events 
September 2019 
  10 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board 
Meetings 
  14 (Saturday, 1800) – Last Full Moon Race 
  21 (Saturday, TBA) – Treasure Hunt and 
Pirate Party 

  28 (Saturday, 1000) – Long Distance Race 

October 2019 
  8 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meeting 
  10-13 (Thursday-Sunday) – Harvest Moon Regatta 
  12 or 19 – (Saturday) – Renaissance Festival Land Cruise 
  26 – (Saturday, 1000) – Island Cup Log Distance Race 
  26 – (Saturday, 1800) - Halloween Social  
 

(The complete calendar for 2019 is posted on the PAYC website. 

Notice of Special Meeting – September 10, 2019 
 

Notice is hereby given of a Special Meeting to be held immediately 
following the September General Meeting to vote on a proposed 

expenditure. 

Motion:  Whereas the containers storing Junior Sailing gear are rusting out and 
leaking, and whereas we must move some sailing dinghies out of the Boat House 
in order to make room in the Boat House for the gear currently in the 
containers, I (Ted Mahavier) move that we approve up to $1,600 for the metal 
required to place overhangs at the Boat House. These will be over the new slab 
on the South side of the building to cover the boats we are moving out to make 
room for the gear that must be removed from the containers. 

Please make your plans now to attend this meeting. 
 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
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Cruising – Kelvin Franks 
No cruise is scheduled for September; however, how about a “bus trip” to Sea 
Rim sometime during the month?  Please let me know what date will work.  The 
tentative plan is a 1000 departure with surf fishing at Sea Rim, a picnic at 1300, 
and return to PAYC at 1400.  Our van has seat belts for 7; the brave ones will 
have to hold on!!  

It looks like Cajun Drifter will be sold, with the closing scheduled soon. Maybe 
the new owner will be interested in being the "Treasure Boat" one more time. 
We'll find out.  I'm sure we will be involved in the 2019 Treasure Hunt.  I’m just 
waiting to hear from Art about what we can do. 

Junior Sailing – Ted Mahavier 
If anyone has a source that can remove the 
containers for free, please let me know!   
We are working on another boat donation for either JSC or 
Sea Scouts or both! 

If you have kayaks in the containers, please remove them 
immediately or expect them to be stored outdoors.  The 
containers are in the way of putting up the overhangs to 
protect the boats that we plan to move out of the Boat 
House.  Therefore, the order of events must be (1) empty 
the containers, (2) haul off the containers, (3) build the 

overhang, (4) move two racks of boats outside under the over hangs, and (5) 
reorganize the Boat House.   Until the racks of boats are moved out of the Boat 
House, it will be packed with gear awaiting shelves and organization.  We 
apologize for the inconvenience.  Given how many kayaks we have, hopefully we 
can build a kayak rack or a kayak trailer for the club once we have completed 
the main boat storage project. 

August 10th was a great Sea Scout event.   We had 20 Scouts and adults and 
two from the West Brook ROTC and took out Spirit of John.  We also rigged and 
sailed the FJ we sold to Sea Scouts which was great to see in use.  Thanks to 
Paul Vera, Austin Mahavier, Don Hearn, Norman Mitchel, Steven Meeks, 
Andrew Brooks, and Butterfly Brooks for all the help. 

Thank you every one for stepping up and helping with Junior Sailing.   Mike 
Givens and Austin Mahavier continued to strip the Ranger.  Art Lynd helped 
repair Sunfish rigs.  Sam Showalter and Butterfly Brooks have repaired a 
half dozen tiller extensions.  Sam and I modified a dolly for the new Piper 8' 
dinghy and glassed the dagger board well to make it a motor-only dinghy for 
JSC.  Sam offered to modify one of the new dollies provided by new member 
Frank Inzer to fit the Pennant.   Butch Neely, Mike Givens, Andrew, and I 
made the sail racks at least functional enough to start moving things out of the 
containers.  We received a $109 check from boaters resale for Dennis's grill and 

Empty Container! 
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some other gear off the Ranger.   Using PAYC labor, we can build the metal 
overhangs covering the new slab for under $1,600.  The club will vote on that at 
the next General Meeting.   

Your Fleet Flunky,  
Ted Mahavier   

Note from the Treasurer – Mike Givens 
We are now able to process all payments to the Club electronically in any 
format. The Bylaws still state that the invoices are to be sent out semi-annually. 
If that were to change, they could be billed monthly or quarterly. Any input is 
greatly appreciated! 

NOTE:  The invoices that went out in July cannot be paid electronically, but the 
reminders can.  
 

Sea Scouts – David Bradley 
The Sea Scout Ship from Cleveland from Cleveland spent the 
August 9-11 weekend on the PAYC grounds.  It was really great 
to see the kids getting instruction on small boats in the basin.  A 
small regatta was held in the lake for parents and adults, many 
of whom were sailing for the first time! 

PAYC is rapidly becoming a destination point and event center 
for Sea Scouters. It’s a requirement of our Charter but will also 
drive membership. 

Phone Call Received by Ted Mahavier… 
I received a wonderful call from Jon Basana.  Members might remember that 
Jon and his son Patrick helped out one year at Junior Sailing Camp in the 17' 
Boston Whaler Montauk that they restored together.  The next year they loaned 
us that boat when they could not attend.  He said he and Patrick had so much 
fun at PAYC before they moved that they have a framed picture on Patrick's wall 
which still hangs there five years later!  He wanted a 50th Anniversary Pennant 
to go with it, so Lynette found me one and PAYC sold it for $35 to cover cost and 
$10 shipping.  My wife mailed it, and we received a $100 check in return!   He 
told me to get a meal with the extra money, but I donated the extra $55 to the 
JSC cash fund.   It's nice to hear back from the kids we influence years later. 

Thank you Jon and Patrick! 

Seattle’s Wacky Tradition – Carolyn Worsham 
On Tuesday nights in the summer, Seattle's Lake Union becomes the setting for 
one of the silliest sailboat races around -- Duck Dodge, a loosely-organized 
regatta where sailboats of every size, speed, and soundness gather to raise their 
sails (along with a few adult beverages). 
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85-year-old Hank Curci, the race’s official timer, said "The Duck Dodge is 
something everyone loves to do. It's a fun race. If you take it seriously that's a 
mistake. Don't take it seriously; just go out and have a good time." 

With over 100 boats on the water, the course can get a little chaotic before the 
race and at the mark roundings. In between, however, it's smooth sailing. 

"It all started 43 years ago. The people who wanted to do Duck Dodge went to 
the city of Seattle and asked if they could race on the lake.  Seattle said, “No, 
you can't because you'll disturb the wildlife swimming.” They said, “OK, then 
we'll call it Duck Dodge and dodge the ducks. True or not, it's a good story." 

Curci added, "The race is all free, so nobody knows who to sue."  After a couple 
of laps, the fastest finishers claim their prize -- a sticker of a duck.  "You get a 
gold duck if you win, a silver if you come in second, and so forth." 

After the race is over, everyone rafts up against the committee boat and they 
call it a dinner party on the water.  “It’s a sailing party. Instead of going to 
someone's house to party, we go out on the water to party." 

Three Worsham women – Carolyn, Liz, and Kim – witnessed it first-hand from 
a vantage point on the shore in early August.  The photos don’t do it justice, but 
the mark rounding left me speechless.  In one instance, possibly 50 boats were 
knotted as they tried to round the mark in very light wind.  If you ever get a 
chance to watch it, don’t miss it! 

As an aside, it reminded me of the early PAYC Thursday night races on Lake 
Sabine when they were just fun races with no standings recorded and a “dinner 
party” afterwards at the club to talk and laugh about the evening on the water.  
On one memorable occasion, 65 participants gathered after the “race” for tacos 
and beverages. 

   
Some of the 100+ boats Congested mark rounding Duck stickers on mast 

Thirteenth Annual Treasurer Hunt – Art Lynd 
Greetings to all of the pirates, privateers, and treasure hunters 
out there!  This year our annual treasure hunt will be the best yet. 
To start the event, a customized crossword puzzle will be 
presented to each team. Don’t worry, it won’t be too hard.  
Recruit a good crossword mate for a good start.  By completing 
your puzzle correctly, you will receive your clue to find your 

team’s treasure map. Sail away to your destination, recover your map, and then 
sail off again to get your silver chest. Each silver chest will have some loot and 
will reveal the location of the one winning gold chest. It will be a fun adventure 
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and a race to show off your navigational and sailing skills. 

This hunt is kind of like last year’s event except we are bringing back the “water 
balloon factor” by request. The way this works is that one balloon exploding on a 
competitor’s sailboat deck requires that boat to safely do a 360° turn before 
returning on their route. There will be a limit on the number of 360’s. 

Things you might want to bring beside a crossword mate include: GPS or map, 
drinking water, sun screen, kayak or dinghy without motor, paddle board or 
canoe, and a happy face. The best dressed pirate team will receive a 5 minute 
head start. 

Mark your calendars for September 21, 1000, PAYC clubhouse.  Call your 
friends, select a sailboat to sign up or partner with, and get ready for more fun 
on Lake Sabine! 

Capt, ARRRRgt  

Adult Sailing – Paul Vera  
It has been hard to keep all the adult sailors focused on sailing due to weather 
conditions, but this was the best group yet!  Over 12 people participated in the 
classes, and it was a hoot.  I look forward to seeing a few memberships out of 
the bunch and maybe some racing crews too. Thanks goes out to Mike Givens, 
David Bradley, Ted Mahavier, and any others who helped make this program 
work. Hopefully we can continue to grow as there is a big need for these classes. 
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Racing – Russ Myers 
See the Meeting Minutes for the race results for July and the upcoming races.  

Hope to see you on the water - 
Russ Myers, Race Chairperson 

PAYC Meeting Highlights – August, 2019 
NOTE:  This is a summary from the minutes of the membership and board 
meetings for the month.  For the complete and official minutes, check the PAYC 
website or contact secretary@payc.us. 

 Members Present:  Lynette Gillenwater, Commodore; David Bradley, Vice 
Commodore; Mike Givens, Treasurer; Judy Walters, Secretary; Chuck Devenzio, 
Greg Lynd, Mark McConnell, Art Lynd, Russ Myers, Dennis Gillenwater, Paul 
Vera, Ted Mahavier, Butch Neely, Mike Wise 

 Membership:  There were no applications or resignations.  Letters will be 
sent to members in arrears. 

 Treasurer:  Contact Mike for financial reports.  PAYC will pay any service 
charges incurred through QuickBooks for online payments which are now 
available to members. 

 Harbor Master and House and Grounds:  Butch Neely reported there are 
54 boats in the marina.  36 are owned by PAYC members.  The oak trees have 
been planted and are doing well.  A new toilet is need for the ladies room. 

 Racing:  Russ Myers reported that the July Thursday night series ended with 
a great finish.  Richard Hughes got Line Honors.   Ted Mahavier and Paul Vera 
finished 18 seconds behind him.   Thursday night racing results are:   

• Racing:  1st – Richard Hughes; 2nd – Ken Rutty , 3rd – Ted Mahavier; 4th 
– Paul Vera; 5th – Bill Worsham 

• Final Results:  1st – Ken Rutty; 2nd – Richard Hughes, 3rd – Paul Vera; 
4th – Bill Worsham  

• Cruising:  David Bradley won the Cruising Fleet 

• Thursday Night Series Overall:  1st – Paul Vera; 2nd – Ken Rutty; 3rd – 
Richard Hughes; 4th – Bill Worsham  

• Cruising:  Art Lynd won the Cruising fleet 

• Second Sabine Lake Race:  1st – Paul Vera; 2nd – Ken Rutty; 3rd – Ted 
Mahavier; 4th – Richard Hughes; 5th – Bill Worsham  

• Cruising:  Chris Boone won Cruising Fleet 

• Moonlight Race:  1st – Ken Rutty; 2nd – Paul Vera 

Upcoming Races: The 3rd Sabine Lake Race is scheduled for August 17 and the 
18-Mile Light Race is scheduled for August 31 (Skippers’ Meeting Thursday, 

https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
mailto:secretary@payc.us?subject=PAYC%20-%20Request%20for%20Meeting%20Minutes


PAYC Mainsheet  Page 8 

August 19, 1800). 

 Social:  The Port Arthur Library Kids sail day went well, and everyone had a 
great time.  There are no socials scheduled for August. 

 Cruising:  The land cruise to the Wheelhouse was cancelled.  There are no 
cruises planned for August 

 Junior Sailing:  The Ranger is ready to be stripped.  Mike Givens will help.  
JSC received a check for $109 from Boater’s Resale.  A 50-year Anniversary Flag 
was sold, and a dingy was purchased and will be named The Paul. 

Ted contacted multiple contractors for the metal overhang at the Boathouse.  
One bid was received for $1041 plus up to $200 for delivery fee.  Funds must 
come from Capital Funds.  The kayaks need to be removed from inside the 
containers.  A dingy/kayak rack is needed.  Consideration of a dingy/kayak rack 
was tabled. 

Expenses were less for JSC this year because of the generous donations of time 
and contributions of materials by PAYC members.   

 Adult Sailing:   Adult Sailing attracted great participation.   

 Fleet:  Sam and Ted built dollies for the Boathouse and JSC. 

 Sea Scouts:  Sea Scouts come out on August 11, and some camped out for 
the weekend.  The Cleveland Ship sailed all day Saturday.  David Bradley took 
some of the adults out sailing on his boat while the other ships learned to sail.  
The Beaumont Ship camped out and continued to sail until Sunday afternoon.  A 
good time was had by all. 

 Lamar Sail Club:  No report. 

 PIAB Report:  Russ Myers reported (1) Bob Randall was hired to help write 
the Grant application, (2) The golf course is considered a City Park and cannot 
be sold, (3) the City of Port Arthur is considering putting up cameras to alert the 
Police if anyone comes on the golf course clubhouse property, (4) the Cajun 
cabins on the canal’s edge are an ongoing issue and still need to be demolished. 

 Old Business: 
• The guy who was interested in buying About Time never contacted 

Lynette. 
• Chuck Devenzio agreed to head the Nomination Committee. 
• All air conditioners are working again. 
• Mike Wise received a thank you note from the Seafarers’ Center for 

opening the club for the Bike Rally. 

  New Business:   
• Paul Vera will write a proposal for the purchase of a JSC Race Committee 

boat.  He asked to spend up to $10,000.  When the proposal is received, it 
will be sent to all members for review and consideration at a Special 
Meeting. 
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Selling Sheet 
Description Name Photo Price Contact 
2000 Pathfinder 
w/1999 Yamaha 
PX 150 and 
trailer 

 

 

$14,999 Craig Bellaire 
409-543-2794 
cbcancnt@yahoo.com  
 

  

Education/Trivia/Items of Interest 
Tips for Safety Equipment and Emergencies 

Be sure you and your crew wear a PFD at appropriate times since falling off the boat 
is the leading cause of boating fatalities. Your PFD is one of the two most essential 
pieces of safety equipment. 

Using a safety harness tether in rough weather and when sailing solo helps ensure 
you stay on the boat no matter what. Using jacklines gives you an effective way to 
stay clipped on to the boat with your tether. 

And in case someone does fall overboard, you need to know (and should practice in 
advance) an effective method for quickly turning the boat around and stopping it 
beside the person. Learn and practice crew-overboard (COB) maneuvers. 

If you sail offshore or even in coastal areas at night or when there's fog, install an 
inexpensive AIS system on your boat to avoid collisions with ships. 

When boating in cold water, or even when only the air is cold, it's particularly critical 
to take special precautions because you may have only minutes to react and 
because hypothermia rapidly affects both judgment and physical capabilities. 

Having guests aboard your boat can present special risks. Teach guests and crew 
what to do in emergency situations and how to stay safe while enjoying their time 
on the water. 

Good Boating Skills Are Important 

Good sailors seek safe harbor when severe weather threatens. Be sure to use 
available resources to know what the weather is like out there before you head out 
as well as what’s coming once you are underway. Also, learn how to use the traveler 
and other sail adjustments for strong winds in order to stay safe. 

Safety can also involve good navigation skills to avoid dangerous areas. Using a 
chart plotter is an easy way to know precisely where you are and where you’re 
headed at all times so that you can avoid these dangers. 

The better your boating skills overall, the safer you will be while sailing. While not 
on the water, reading a good book on seamanship is an excellent way to improve 
your knowledge and skills. The Safe Skipper - Safety Afloat app has lots of good 
information about staying safe on a boat and what to do if an emergency occurs. 

 

mailto:cbcancnt@yahoo.com
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