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Commodore’s Corner –Lynette Gillenwater 
Greetings, 

November has been a productive month!   

We had our annual redfish tournament on 
November 2.  The weather was chilly, but we all 
had fun.  Not one person got a bite, but the 

sailing was worth every second.  Fred Day was out sailing 
all day with us, though not participating in the tournament.  
As some of you may know, he passed away on November 
15, so that was his last sail!  We will all miss that little boat, 
Redee out on the water!  RIP, Fred Day. 

We held our special meeting regarding the committee boat 
and the three motions in front of the membership passed 
with 67% of the vote.  Paul will be having ‘Bout Time 
refitted within his allotted 90 days with the $12,000 allowed 
by the membership.  Hopefully this investment will bring 
more racing to our area as we have had two groups 
interested in coming here to race this year.  One J-boat 
group has already been to the lake and enjoyed our 
hospitality, and a trimaran group has contacted us about 
racing our lake this year as well. 

Following our special meeting we enjoyed our Annual ‘Eatin 
Meetin’!  As always the food was great and the fellowship 
was even better.  Thanks to everyone for coming and for 
bringing your specialties.  We also held elections for this 
year’s honor awards and your leadership next year.  The 
leadership all ran unopposed and they are as follows: 

Paul Vera – Commodore 
David Bradley - Vice Commodore 
Mike Givens – Treasurer 
Judy Walters - Secretary (she was bribed to continue her 
position with a new tricycle) 
 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
https://www.payc.us/by-laws-and-policies
https://www.payc.us/application
https://www.payc.us/racing
https://www.payc.us/monthly
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/club-reservations
https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
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 Board Members are Rodney Champagne, Ken Rutty, Ted Mahavier and Mike 
Wise with yours truly (Lynette Gillenwater) as past commodore. 

Trustees are Mark McConnell (2020), Chuck Devenzio (2021), and our newest 
trustee Art Lynd (2022) who is replacing Randall Collier.   
December 14 will be our lighted boat parade to begin at 1600 (4PM) and Annual 
Christmas Party with Chinese gift exchange beginning at 1800 (6PM).  Please join 
us and bring a dish to share as this will be our standard pot luck. 

Honor awards winners will be revealed at the Annual Awards Banquet that will 
be held on January 25 beginning at 1800 (6PM).  Speaking of the Awards Banquet, 
Kelly Johnston has agreed to cater again this year. If that doesn’t get you there, 
I don’t know what will!!! We will keep you posted as we work out all of the details. 

One honor award we usually bestow on an unfortunate club member is our Funky 
Monkey. Please email or text me (Commodore@payc.us or 409-338-6987) with 
your nominations for this award as I am unaware of any funny or unfortunate goof 
ups this year.  It has been a pretty smooth sailing as far as I am aware. I will need 
details of the goof with each nomination, please.   

We will have a Boy Scout troop camping on the grounds December 21-23, so if 
you see them around be sure to make them feel welcome. 

One more important item I would like to remind you of is that, if things went as 
planned, Greg Lynd left for the Bahamas aboard Pura Vida the day after 
Thanksgiving.  He should have taken off initially with Art Lynd.  One of his sons 
will join him down the road and relieve Art, and finally, Ruth will retire and join 
him wherever they happen to be at the time.  He will have his AIS on so we can 
watch their progress.  Let’s wish them all fair winds and following seas! 

Fair Winds,  
Your Commodore, 
Lynette Gillenwater 

P. S.  Russ Myers recently learned that Hyman Taylor, former PAYC 
commodore, passed away on October 26.  Hyman taught drafting and sailing at 
Lamar State College-Orange prior to his retirement.  He was very active in the 
PAYC racing program for many years aboard Sabre Dancer. 

Santa Made an Early Delivery at PAYC! 
Judy Walters has apparently been a good girl this year. 
She lost her tricycle off the grounds of PAYC to someone 
who may have needed it more than she did. A very 
thorough search by members on the island was without 
result.  Santa Claus, with the help of some generous 
members, surprised Young Judy with a brand new 
Schwinn 3-wheeler!  Judy is quite deserving, as she is 
always ready to help other.  Her big smile tells it all – 
she is only happy lady! 

mailto:Commodore@payc.us
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Upcoming Events 
December 2019 
   7 (Saturday, 1000) – Last Race of the Year 
 10 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meetings 
 14 (Saturday, 1800) – Christmas Party/White Elephant Gift 
       Exchange 
 21 (Saturday, 1800) – Lighted Boat Parade 
 31 (Tuesday, 2000) – Annual New Year’s Eve Pajama Party 
 
 January 2020 

                                   4 (Saturday, 1000) – Marvin Campbell/Jack Painton First 
                                       Race of the year 
                                 14 (Tuesday, 1900) – General and Board Meetings 
                                 25 (Saturday, TBD) – Annual Awards Banquet 
 

(The complete calendar for 2019 is posted on the PAYC website.) 

Cruising – Kelvin Franks 
No cruise is scheduled for December; however, the Lighted Christmas Parade will 
precede the Christmas Party on December 14. 

Junior and Adult Sailing – Ted Mahavier 
JUNIOR SAILING:  There is a reason we have an award named after John 
Ardoin!   Thank you, John, for the generous gift to Junior Sailing!   John donated 
a windlass, 150' of rode, several plow anchors, a large aluminum anchor, and a 
2004 Suzuki 4 HP. If anyone needs any of these, let me know before they go to 
Boaters Resale.  Russ and I spec'd out the materials to build the metal roof over 
the boats outside the boat house and will have that delivered soon.  If you have 
experience putting up anything metal, please text me and volunteer for this 
project which will be coming soon to a Yacht Club near you!   All we need is 
manpower -- Russ is the Super.  After the metal roof, we'll lay crushed concrete 
down and level the ground around the boat house.  Then it will be time to get 
NAKED for a boat stripping party to rid of the rest of the derelicts so we can scrap 
them and sell the trailers!  We also need someone with trailer experience to refit 
the trailer for ‘Bout Time.   

My mom has picked up two checks from Boaters Resale, so we continue to make 
money there -- keep those goodies coming my way and I will keep running them 
down there.    

Stuff for sale:  4 HP Suzuki; multiple trailers; 2 wooden windmills; mini-fish hull 
only; several plow anchors; 150' 5/8 or 3/4" rode; rope windlass.  Call or text Ted 
at 409-338 -8908 if interested. 

Your Fleet Flunky,  
Ted  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/b0ac69_1e74ee211e7348018b6723b85db9e0fa.pdf
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May Fred Day Enjoy Fair Winds and Following Seas 
Frederick Frank Day, a long-time member of Port Arthur Yacht Club, died at the 

age of 91 on November 15, 2019.  Fred was a United States 
Airforce veteran who earned a chemistry degree at the 
University of Texas and an engineering degree at Lamar 
University.  He retired from Texaco Refinery after many years of 
employment.   

Fred was quite social, enjoying fellowship with those who 
attended First Christian Church, sailed at Port Arthur Yacht Club, 
and engaged in bridge games.  He was proud to be invited to 
join the bridge club of a group consisting of seven ladies! 

A memorial service was held at First Christian Church on Saturday, November 23, 
with a reception following at Port Arthur Yacht Club. 

Steve Romeis described Fred’s last sail on Facebook:   

Fred was out sailing the day of our redfish tournament, November 2. We 
waved at each other and sailed on. Later that afternoon, I noticed he hadn't 
made it back to the marina. As I headed for home, I took the levee road to 
see if I could spot him out on the lake. I knew he was sailing with another 
gentleman and was probably fine. It didn't take long...I saw him just north of 
“I” rig, slowly sailing toward the marina. The wind was light, but he was 
making progress. I just smiled and headed for home. It would be a while 
before he'd get back to his slip in the light wind, but I knew the cob webs 
that were most likely covering the prop on his outboard motor were in no 
danger of getting washed off. I believe he would have sailed all night before 
he started that motor. I'm not sure if that outboard would even run; no one 
has ever actually witnessed it being used. R.I.P. Captain.  

Other comments included: 

     John Otto – He was instrumental in teaching me to sail and enjoy the sport.  
He used to sail Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Tuesday and Thursday would be 
evening sails after the work day so he could meet up with us that still had to work. 

     On his last sail, he was with one of his sailing buddies from Houston, and they 
decided to sail to the causeway bridge. They had to fight the tides and low wind to 
get back. It was a long day of sailing for Fred, but he loved it. His boat motor has 
not run in years, and even then it was almost never used. He was 91 and enjoyed 
life to the end. 

     Mike Wise – Sad news.  He was a great sailor. 

     Marilee Devenzio – So sad.  He loved sailing. 

     Gary King – I think he went sailing every Tuesday in any kind of weather. 

     Ted Mahavier – Heart breaking – he was always out there and I NEVER saw 
him use an outboard motor. 

     George Broussard – Sad news!  Pleasure Island and Lake Sabine will not be 
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the same without Fred Day out there sailing in his boat!      

     Bill Worsham – Fred Day set the standard for the enjoyment of sailing! 

     Lynette Gillenwater – He looked so happy sailing the lake during our fishing 
tournament.  His granddaughter joined them, and she look cold but excited to be 
out there with him.  

Remembering Elwood and Kathy Burkett and the Aqua Gem 
Elwood and Kathy Burkett were members of PAYC from the 60s through the 
90s.  Aqua Gem, their sailboat, was the consummate “proper yacht.”  Both Elwood 
and Kathy are now deceased; however, their granddaughter, Holly, recently 
passed on several editions of The Yachtsman’s Wife, a quarterly periodical from the 
1970s. 

Containing stories including “A Woman’s Place is at the Helm,” “Women 
Boatpersons Vie for Equality,” “A Word to the Wives,” and “Liberated Woman’s 
Guide to Blissful Boating,” its mission was to encourage women to become more 
active in the boating world. 

Feeling the need to help Greg Lynd with his navigation in the Bahamas, here’s a 
chart from the publication with up-to-the-minute instructions (at least for back in 
the winter of 1974!). 

 
The three best sailing routes from the Florida coast to Nassau are: 
1.  From Miami to Gun Cay, over the Great Bahama Bank to NW Channel Light, and from there to 
Nassau.  Total distance: 161 miles.  Boats drawing more than 5' should not take this route. 

2.  From Miami or Port Everglades up to and around Great Isaac Light, then to and around Great 
Stirrup Cay in the Berry Islands, and down to Nassau.  Total distance:  181 miles (depending on 
from where you start).  This is the deep sea route for vessels of any draft. 

3.  From Palm Beach over to West End, which is back of Settlement Point, on Grand Bahama 
Island.  Total distance:  55 miles.  Then a leisurely cruise eastward across the Little Bahama Bank, 
around Great Abaco Island, down to Eleuthera Island, and from there to Nassau.  Vessels drawing 
more than 6’ of water should not take this route. 

Perhaps for next month’s Mainsheet, Greg will share which of the recommended 
routes he chose! 
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PAYC Meeting Highlights – November 12, 2019 
NOTE:  This is a summary from the minutes of the membership and board 
meetings for the month.  For the complete and official minutes, check the PAYC 
website or contact secretary@payc.us. 

 Members Present:  Lynette Gillenwater, Commodore; David Bradley, Vice 
Commodore; Mike Givens, Treasurer; Judy Walters, Secretary; Chuck and Marilee 
Devenzio, Greg Lynd, Art Lynd, Russ Myers, Rodney Champagne, Dennis 
Gillenwater, Paul Vera, Ted Mahavier, Butch Neely, Mike and Ettie Wise, Richard 
Hughes, Mark McConnell, Ken and Linda Rutty, Kelvin and Ginny Franks, John and 
Susie Chirafis, Donna Givens 

At the Special Meeting held prior to the General Meeting, all parts of the 
following three-part motion passed:   

1) Give sufficient 14-day notice to members to discuss and take action, at the 
special meeting for the purpose of temporarily suspending the by-laws (to use 
capital funds which are slated for buildings and land according to the by-laws to 
refit ‘Bout Time);  

2) To discuss and take action on the expenditure of refitting ‘Bout Time or 
replacing the club boat (about $12,000); and  

3) To keep the Motion open for 90-days.  If no action is taken within 90-days, then 
the proposal is null and void and no other action will be taken.  

The 2020 Officers, Trustee, and Directors were elected:   

Commodore – Paul Vera  
Vice Commodore – David Bradley  
Treasurer – Mike Givens  
Secretary – Judy Walter 
Trustee – Art Lynd  
Directors – Ken Rutty, Ted Mahavier, Mike Wise, Rodney Champagne  

 Membership:  Ray Groom, a new member who bought Mischief, a 32’ Hunter 
Vision, was welcomed.  He is married to Tessa Groom and they have a 19 year 
old daughter, Lauren.  Ray is new to sailing and is eager to learn and get on the 
water. 

 Treasurer:  Contact Mike Givens for copies of the financial reports.  Another CD 
matures next year.  Only 10 members have outstanding invoices.  

 Harbor Master and House and Grounds:  Butch Neely reported that a toilet 
in the ladies room needs a new handle.  

 Racing:  Russ Myers reported that Ken Rutty came in 1st and Paul Vera came in 
2nd in the Island Cup Long Distance Race on October 26, 2019.  The Single Handed 
Race, the last race of the year, will be December 7 with the Skippers meeting at 
1000.   

Harvest Moon Race from Galveston to Port Aransas:  Ted Mahavier, Russ Myers, 
Andrew Brooks, Terry Shipley, and Trent McBride came in 3rd.  Steve Romeis, 

https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
https://www.payc.us/minutes-of-meetings
mailto:secretary@payc.us?subject=PAYC%20-%20Request%20for%20Meeting%20Minutes
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Louis Clifton, Jay Bailey, Don Hearn, and Farley Fontenot were also there.  The 
weather started out great but turned ugly when the race began and the winds 
picked up.  It was a rough ride.  Russ thanked Dennis and Lynette Gillenwater for 
serving as trailer crew and Sam Showalter for the use of his boat. 

 Junior/Adult Sailing:  Parts were brought in for the boats that we picked up 
several weeks back but the parts don’t fit those boats so they were sold at the 
Boater’s Resale Shop.  The containers have been removed so we can begin the 
assembly of the awning and bringing in the crushed stone.   

There were two adult sailors (Mindy and Kelly).  The weather was cold and dreary, 
but we donned foul weather gear and went sailing.  They enjoyed it and want to 
come back.  

 PIAB Report:  Russ Myers reported (1) The feasibility study is done.  (2) The 
boat ramp is done.  (3) There was talk about trapping the hogs.  (4) They are still 
working on bids for security cameras.  (5) Susie Chirafis was appointed to the 
PIAB.  (6) PIAB is working on its budget. 

 Old Business: 

• The website has been hacked and the domain provider said it will cost to 
get security for the website.  This will be discussed at another meeting.  In 
the meantime, if you get an unusual email asking for money please report 
it to Mike Wise. 

• A Lighted Boat Parade is planned for December 14 before the PAYC 
Christmas Party, weather permitting.   

• Preparations for Rock The Dock are in full swing (scheduled for April 25, 
2020, from 11a to 5p).  More updates will follow.  All suggestions and help 
are appreciated.   

Selling Sheet 
Description Name Photo Price Contact 
2000 Pathfinder 
w/1999 Yamaha 
PX 150 and 
trailer 

 

 

$14,999 Craig Bellaire 
409-543-2794 
cbcancnt@yahoo.com  
 

 

“Galley Gossip” – Baking Soda Stands Supreme 
NOTE:  This is a reprint from Soundings by Lisbeth Miner that was found in the 
Winter 1974 edition of The Yachtsman’s Wife. 
Since baking soda, pure bicarbonate of soda is phosphate-free and occurs naturally in lakes and 
streams, discharge of the cleaning solution from a boat doesn’t further pollute waters, according to 
a UConn home economist.   

• For general cleaning, mix 3T of baking soda to a quart of warm water.  Sponge the surface 
clean, then rinse. 

• To clean an ice box or refrigerator, rinse with above solution.  Pour remaining soda water 

mailto:cbcancnt@yahoo.com
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into the drain of an ice box which empties overboard to clear grease or sludge from the 
pipes. 

• For cleaning sink, chopping board, stove, or oven, apply dry baking soda to a damp sponge 
or plastic scouring. 

• For use as a dry cleanser, keep the baking soda in a plastic dispenser, the type sold for 
ketchup or mustard.  Snip off the nozzle to make the hole larger.  One squeeze of the 
dispenser squirts out the soda right on target. 

• For cleaning medals, chrome, and stainless steel, rub on dry soda with a damp sponge, then 
wipe off with a soft cloth. 

• Baking soda is the natural remedy for acid indigestion. 
• Store an open container of soda in the refrigerator or icebox to neutralize odors. 
• Keep a coffee can filled with dry soda within easy reach of the galley stove in case of a flare-

up. 
• Add baking soda to a half full water tank before the boat is hauled for the winter.  To rinse, 

follow the same process with a full tank of clear water. 
• And if there’s any soda left, the skipper might want to use a mix to clear the corrosion from 

the engine’s battery terminals. 

Un-Chili – An easy one-dish meal for cruisers (TYW, 1974) 
2 1-lb cans red kidney beans 
2 T cooking oil 
1 large onion, chopped 
1 1-lb can corned beef 
2 beef bouillon cubes, broken up 
¼ t pepper 
1 t salt 
¼-lb thinly sliced cheddar cheese 

Lightly brown onions in oil.  Add all ingredients except cheese.  Top with cheese 
and bake uncovered at 350° or simmer on stove for approximately 30 minutes. 

String Beans a la Myonie (TYW, 1974) 
1 1-lb can string beans 
1 T butter or margarine 
1 minced onion 
Salt and pepper, soy sauce, parmesan cheese 

Lightly sauté onion in margarine.  Drain beans and add along with salt, pepper, 
and soy sauce to taste.  Sprinkle liberally with grated parmesan and heat through. 

Apology from the Editor 
It’s a long story, but I completed the Mainsheet prior to our Thanksgiving vacation 
to Key West.  Thinking we would be back to our home in Montgomery before 
December 1, I left it on the computer there (with no way to access it remotely).  
We didn’t get back until today, so the Mainsheet is a week late.  Sorry about that! 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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