
MAINSHEET 
Port Arthur Yacht Club 

July 2013 
 

COMMODORE'S YARDARM: 
 
With the change of direction that the City of Port Arthur has taken, from the Pleasure Island Commission (PIC) having 
complete control over the Island to just an advisory board to the city manager and city council with little or no power, our 
new lease agreement appears to be in jeopardy. The new lease is acceptable by both PIC and PAYC committees but 
getting it approved by the city manager and then the council may be a challenge. We will be in a wait and see mode.  
 
If the lease does go south, it is our contention that the old lease agreement is still in effect and we will put our fencing up 
and force non-members off our leased property. A vote will be taken at the July 11 meeting whether to put the fencing up 
or not, please attend the July meeting to voice your opinion on this matter. 
 
Clean up around the dry storage is going to happen soon and shouldn't take a long time. Moving the cargo boxes is also 
coming, we just need to figure out where to put them. 
 
Our junior sailing camp was successful again this year and our biggest one yet with 40 plus kids. We have reached our 
limit on food, boats and needless to say "instructors." Hopefully next year, we can cater some of the food to ease the work 
load on the kitchen staff, plus 
find newer sunfish and spread 
the sailors more evenly. A lot 
of people stood up and took 
control of certain things and 
made it happen. To those who 
helped to pull this one off, 
thank you!  
 
The Commodore's picnic on 
July 4 will be a great time. 
Hot dogs, links and 
hamburgers will be 
provided, please bring a 
side or dessert. We’ll eat at 
2pm. 
  
On July 20, PAYC will be entertaining 15 or so foster kids from 9am to 5pm. I hope for a big turn out to help 
with the kids. Food and drinks will be provided by another volunteer group.  
 
Sailing Apache Wind 
Paul Vera 
409-363-3898 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Junior Sailors 2013 



Race Chairman 
Daniel Tatum 
 
No racing report this month 
 
Cruising Report: 
 
With the many events of June, we had no formal cruises.  It was; however, a very busy month for the PAYC.  Once again, 
the Treasure Hunt and Jr. Sailing Camp proved to be the highlights of the year.  If you have not participated in these 
events you are missing out on what the club is all about; basically, fun and the promotion of sailing.  The next cruise is 
scheduled for July 13.  Please join us for the annual Garrison’s Ridge cruise and kayak/dinghy excursion of the Louisiana 
bayous.  Skippers’ meeting is at 1000, in the clubhouse. 
 
Cruising Director 
Greg Lynd 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2013 PAYC Treasure Hunt:  
Treasure hunters from Lake Charles who annually celebrate Jean Lafitte Contraband Days, sailed by way of the 
Gulf to participate in our PAYC treasure hunt. They were SunRunner with Capt. Ralph, About Time with Capt. 
Bob, and Windfall with Capt. Scott. 
 
The weather was perfect as the winning team wearing the best 
pirate costumes; (the crew of Deena Ann) won the honors of a 
head start. Five minutes later, the remaining teams of flagships 
and escorts deployed toward each destination that was marked 
on their treasure maps. They consisted of the crews of SunRunner, 
About Time, Mystic, Pura Vida, SeaDog, Cop a Lean, Sanity,  
Jammin’, and My Lu Eze. 
     
After the treasure was recovered from its resting place along the 
shore line, and the treasure flag was sighted on the back of the 
flagship Pura Vida, the real challenge began. With 13 boats on 
the water at one time, blockades were formed to prevent the treasure flagship from reaching the old pirate 
that had the winning key to open the chest. This year…a twist was added. The old pirate was not stationary but 
was sailing nearby. Water balloons were exchanged between each team attempting to steal the treasure. The 
treasure flag was surrendered from flagship to flagship about seven times. Finally, SunRunner was able to outrun 
the blockade to reach the SeaHawk and claim the key to the chest and bragging rights for a year.  
 
This year was one of the most successful events of the past seven years. With 13 boats and about 60 
pirates/treasure hunters, camaraderie was shared, sailing and navigations skills were sharpened, and a good 
time was had by all in our backyard of Lake Sabine. 
 
Art Lynd 
The Hunt Master 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The winners from  
Lake Charles Yacht Club

Pirate Kelvin 



_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
General Meeting 

June 11, 2013 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
John Ardoin 
Russ Myers 
Ted Mahavier 
Daniel Tatum 
Butch Neely 
Craig Belaire 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Ken Rutty 
Jack Mosier 
Glenda Fortner Sea Scouts 
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 1900 hours. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  David and Janet Pound submitted an application for membership. The application will be considered in 
the next Director's Board meeting. 
 
TREASURER:  Alan Aldredge reported: 
 
 
Alan stated the 3rd quarter billing would be distributed next week. 
Paul Vera commented that Alan was doing a fine job with the Treasurer's duties. 
 
PIC:   Did not hold a meeting. 
 
HARBORMASTER:   Russ Myers stated 1) that boat owners should be aware that dredging was going to take place in the 
area near The Boat Yard. 2) that somehow non-members have gotten the access code to the controlled entrance gate and 
the code will be changed soon.  Members will receive the new code via email. Should members have questions about the 
gate code change, they should contact Russ. 
 
RACING:  Daniel Tatum said that 1) in the May Thursday Night Racing Series, Art Lynd won and Ted Mahavier took 
second for the Cruisers and that Ken Rutty won and Paul Vera took second for the Racers 2) in the Olympic Series Paul 
Vera won, Russ Myers took second and Richard Hughes came in third 3) the Moonlight Race/Cruise is set for June 22nd, 
Skipper's meeting at 1800 hours. 
 
HOUSE and GROUNDS:  1) Paul reported that the work day was successful and all projects scheduled had been 
completed including the installation of the Vic Scalco Floating Dock, 2) Paul stated that he installed the “Members Only” 
signs throughout the PAYC leased area.  Ted Mahavier motioned that Paul be reimbursed for expenses incurred for 
printing the signs ($120), Russ Myers seconded and the motion carried without objection, 3) a member stated that they 
noticed water coming into the building after the last rain.  Discussion about landscaping ensured but was tabled until a 
lease is finalized, 4) members were reminded that if they install a dock box at their slip, that it must fit into the designated 
corner area of the slip. 
 
CRUISING:  Mike Wise reported 1) that the Garrison Ridge Dinghy/Kayak Cruise is set for July 13th, Skipper's meeting 



at 1000 hours 2) that PAYC members met with representatives from TMCA and that they are considering holding their 
next Spring Fling at the Pleasure Island Marina.  The event is being discussed and coordinated with PAYC, PIC, and the 
Convention and Visitor's Bureau. Burgees were exchanged between PAYC and TMCA. 
 
SOCIALS:  1) Paul Vera stated that 1) the Treasure Hunt is scheduled for the upcoming weekend, 2) the Beer Tasting and 
BBQ scheduled for June 29th, has been postponed, 3) the Commodore's Picnic is set for July 4th (Thursday), meat will be 
provided, but members should bring side dishes and drinks of their choice.        
 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB:  Ted Mahavier reported students would be available for Sunday events, but may not be 
available on Thursdays.    
 
JR. SAILING:   Paul Vera stated 1) Ted Mahavier had been working very hard to get the prams in shape for the upcoming 
sailing camp from June 20-23, 2013, 2) that thirty children were enrolled thus far and that sail camp volunteers should 
report Thursday at 9:00 AM. 
  
SEA SCOUTS:  Glenda Fortner stated that 1) the scouts gained two new members, 2) some scouts would attend the junior 
sailing camp. She would have sleeping tents available for the sailing camp. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  1) Mike Wise stated that there is a possibility that the TMCA and SALT may conduct a fishing 
tournament in the area with a weight-in held in the marina. 2) Mike Wise stated that the PAYC building is 35 years old 
August 9, 2013 and stated that at the next meeting we should discuss a possible celebration of such. 3) a member recalled 
that previous meeting minutes were once read before present day meetings and asked if the procedure could be 
reimplemented.  It was agreed and the Secretary will begin the process at the July meeting. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  1) Mike Wise stated that the Convention and Visitor's Bureau will attend an upcoming boat show and 
will make available brochures about the PAYC and marina (created by Sonja Gremillion and Mike Wise) for show 
attendants, 2) Jim Richardson stated he discussed options with Shari Pulliam, DFPS, for the Children's Sail Day.  It is 
scheduled for July 20, 2013, at 10:00AM.  Lunch will be provided by the Child Welfare Board.   
 
Daniel Tatum motioned to adjourn the meeting, Ted Mahavier seconded.  The motion passed without objection and the 
general meeting ended at 1959 hours, June 11, 2013. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
Director's Board Meeting 

June 11, 2013 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Daniel Tatum 
Russ Myers 
Ken Rutty 
Craig Belaire 
Jack Mosier 
Chuck DeVenzio 
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 2009 hours. 
 
Members discussed the option to provide free membership to some individuals in exchange for services rendered or 
because of services they provide through general goodwill.  It was generally felt that many members provide services or 
volunteer time and work because they were members sharing skills or knowledge for the betterment the club.  The issue 
was tabled, however, for further review. 



 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise presented the application of David and Janet Pound.  Mike Wise motioned that their 
application be accepted.  Daniel Tatum seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
The following committees' reports “Carried-Over” from the General Meeting of June 11, 2013. 
RACING 
TREASURER   
HARBORMASTER    
HOUSE and GROUNDS   
CRUISING 
SOCIALS 
JR. SAILING   
SEA SCOUTS   
LAMAR SAILING CLUB 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Nothing to report 
NEW BUSINESS: Nothing to report 
 
 
Alan Aldredge motioned to adjourn the meeting, Russ Myers seconded.  The motion passed without objection and the 
Director's Board meeting ended at 2021 hours, June 11, 2013. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Paul Vera 
Vice Commodore - Mike Wise 



Secretary - Jim Richardson 
Treasurer - Alan Aldredge 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 
Daniel Tatum 
Craig Belaire 

Art Lynd 
Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 
Harbormaster - Russ Myers 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Daniel Tatum 
Cruising - Greg Lynd 

Socials - Songa Gremillion / Group 
House and Grounds - Everyone 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 
Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations - Songa Gremillion 
Safety - Everyone 

 


