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MAINSHEET 
Port Arthur Yacht Club 

August 2015 
 

COMMODORE'S CORNER:     
 

It’s a hot summer with great times at PAYC!  The Commodore’s Picnic on the 4th was a great 
success.  We had about 60 members 
and guests enjoy a great meal at 
lunch time and many stayed over for 
the fireworks display later that night.  
The 9th Annual Treasure Hunt was 
another fantastic time too.  A big 
thanks to Art Lynd the creator and 
continued sponsor of the event still 
has some tricks up his sleeve.  Be 
sure to check his comments inside.  
Also, a big thanks to Ettie Haley and 
her partner in crime Rosemary Lognion for the awesome club décor for the Pirate Party after the 
hunt.  The pirate party was a little tame this year, it was a long day on the lake for the hunt this 
year for some! 
The Island Cup Regatta had a light turnout so be sure to check out the racing article for details.  
Also the Thursday Night Race Series draws to a close in July and August starts the Just for Fun 
Series.  It’s not too late to get in some racing on Thursday nights. 
We have several great events coming up this month and into fall.  We are hosting the Port 
Arthur Library summer reading program kids for a sail and some kids from the Jefferson 
County foster children’s program on August 1st.  There are several boats already signed up to 
take these kids out for a few hours of fun on the water.  If you haven’t already signed up, just be 
there Saturday morning or afternoon and we will make sure there are some children available 
for a short ride.  We also have a Moonlight Race/Cruise scheduled for that day so it will be a 
great time to get a few cobwebs dusted off before the race. 
The growing in popularity Cruise for the Fish II will be the next weekend on the 8th.    This is 
another nice day cruise that everyone can participate in and have a good time.   Plus lots more 
good times coming in September and October. 
The second half of the semi-annual dues/initiation went out at the first of July.  Our dues are the 
life blood of the club and the initiation fees go to our improvement fund.  If you haven’t already 
made your payments please do so as soon as possible.  We do have a small number of 
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 6,13,20,27 R Thursday Night Series 

“Just for Fun” 
1800

1 RCS Moonlight Race/Cruise 1800
8  CS Cruise for the Fish II  1000
11 M General/Board Meeting 1900 
22 R Around the Island Race 0800 
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memberships who are in serious arrears.  With the total number of dues paying members we 
currently have, any late payments are felt.  We have been a little forgiving in the past but the 
board and officers find it necessary to enforce our bylaws and take actions to make sure all 
accounts are up to date.  This is the not-so-fun part of the job of being a board member or 
officer of the club.  So, if you get a call or see your name listed, please contact the treasurer as 
soon as possible to make payment arrangements to avoid the possibility of being in bad 
standing with the club or losing your membership altogether.  
Speaking of being a board member or club officer!  The board will be putting together the 
Nominations Committee this month.  As you are all aware the election of new board members 
and officers is every November.  Nominations for officers and board members is made during 
the October General Meeting and published as a ballot in the November edition of the 
Mainsheet.  If you have ever considered taking a little time to give to your club now is the time 
to do it!  Once you have been an officer or board member for the club, PAYC takes on a whole 
new meaning, and the pay is great…..oh wait we don’t get paid.  Seriously I do not know of 
anyone who has served on the board that can say they have any regrets about doing so.   
Also in the October General Meeting and the November elections is the Honor Awards.  Some 
of our Honor Awards are earned thru the racing program but most are chosen by membership 
for service to the club or participation in various club activities, more on that later. 
Well, that is all I have for this edition. 
 
Until next month, fair winds… 
 
 

Hope to see you on the water, 
 
Commodore 2015 
Russ Myers 
 
 

 

50th Anniversary Burgees - $50 + tax   
50th Anniversary Hats - $10 + tax 
50th Anniversary Shirts- Available at Threads  
                                       7747 N Twin City Hwy 
                                      727-4848
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The Port Arthur Yacht Club celebrating its 50th Anniversary held its annual Commodore's Picnic on July 4th, 
2015 at the Pleasure Island Marina. The Yacht Club has a strong tradition and is committed to training sailors of 
tomorrow through its Junior Sailing Programs and Camp.  Past Commodores pictured below (L to R) Paul Vera, 
Art Lynd, Mike Wise, Jack Moser, Russ Myers. 
 

 

Racing Report:  
 

Thursday Night Racing has been very competitive this month with the Cruiser and Racing fleets going after 
each other. There has been some very windy conditions in which everybody handled very well. Judy, Mike G., 
Art, Mike B., David B., have the Cruising Fleet sheeted in tighter. Mike Blakeney has Art Lynd wondering 
where he come from.  As for Ken R., Ted M., Richard H., and PV the Racing class is always tough, sometimes 
your boat is on top then next thing you know you’re chasing another boat. Every race counts and any mistake 
can cost you. Ted is also learning the ins and outs of his new boat. In next month’s report I will update who 
won. 
The Island Cup had 3 boats in the racing for it. It was hot too, so hot that the fisherman were catching Blacken 
Red fish. Two races were sailed with Ken Rutty winning both of thus winning the Cup. Paul Vera came in 
second and Ted Mahavier started but his mother showed and went to meet her so he had to retire. 
 
Look at the Calendar for moonlights and offshore, with the around the Island race to come. Plus the Thursday 
handicap races. 
 
Paul Vera 
Race Chairman 409-363-3898 
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The 9th Annual PAYC Treasure Hunt 

 

This year we had a great turn out for the 
9th annual PAYC Treasure hunt. Roughly 
55 spirited treasure hunters of all ages,12 
entree sailboats and 3 observers sailboats 
were present. The entrees were Steve 
Romeis on JAMMIN, Mike Blakeney on 
KARMELL, David Bradley on BLACK 
PEARL, Chris Boone on SINBAD, Kerry 
Amick on EASTWIND, Gary Fontenot on 
SEAHAWK, Mike Wise on SANITY, Ted 
Mahavier on AFTERMATH 2, Larry 
Longnion on MYSTIC, Greg Lynd on 
PURA VIDA, Mike Gill on BURCHARDS 
BOUNTY, and Bill Worsham on GRAND 
CRU. 
We had mostly sunny skies and a good 
breeze to fill our sails. An occasional dip in 
the lake was nice for cooling down. 
The day began at the clubhouse where two 
teams tied for best costumes entitled them to 
a 10 minute head start. I surprised some of 
the veteran hunters by placing this year’s 
first hidden clue on pleasure Island. The 
riddle in a bottle directed everyone back to 
their boats sailing toward the Causeway 
Bridge. 
Captain Bill Worsham and mate Carolyn 
were the first to spot the "'Jolly flying on a 
ship without a mast" . They purchased the 
treasure flag/map with the gold medallion 

acquired from the first clue. Captain Rick 
Budd, "guardian of the treasure map," made 
the exchange for the medallion but refused 
to surrender his 5 trout that he had caught 
while waiting. 
Next the chase was on as eight other boats 
had intentions of capturing the map/flag 
from Capt. Bill.  Meanwhile Capt. Bill’s 
partner boat captained by Mike Gill was 
sailing far to the north waiting to receive the 
lat/lon coordinates from Bill. They acquired, 
via cell phone, a photo of the treasure map 
which gave them an advantage as they were 
closer to the treasure chest…. so they 
thought. As it turns out, there was some 
confusion reading the chart plotter and they 
went too far north. 
Far to the southwest, after much skillful 
sailing maneuvers and water balloon fights, 
the map/flag was captured and the treasure 
location was revealed to a different team. 
By this time, Capt Gills group had recovered 
from their confusion and launched the solo 
kayak with a young man named Jamie 
Blanchard at the oars. He paddled up a 
narrow bayou, stopping several times to 
drain the water from the leaking kayak. 
Once, wild piglets startled him and he was 
thankful it wasn't an alligator. 
Not having the map to guide him and 
making a wrong turn, Jamie finally located 



5 | P a g e  
 

the treasure. It was just behind some tall salt 
grass, at the edge of the water sitting on top 
of a 12 foot wooden plank. He grabbed the 
chest and headed back to Capt. Gills boat. 
After just under an hour, Jamie was met by 
another kayaker coming into the mouth of 
the bayou. It was now clear that the hunt 
was over as Jamie held the treasure chest 
above his head. The Gill /Worsham team 
was the official winner. The win entitled 

them to bragging rights for one year and gift 
prizes. 
These sailors had their sailing and 
navigation skills put to the test. New 
friendships were formed and old friends 
were renewed. 
The fun and excitement continued 
throughout the evening at the clubhouse 
...that is until the last story was told and the 
last song was sang. 

	
 
Cruising Report:  
 

Blue Moon - The “real” astronomically accepted definition of a blue moon was the third of 
four full moons within a season.  At this full moon, the sun is in Leo and the moon in Aquarius, 
an arrangement that happens once only every 12 years. “It’s a personal and collective event, 
spectacular for entertaining. It’s the perfect time to have a party.” 
 
The Blue Moonlight Cruise will be this Saturday August 1, skippers meeting 1800. 
The Cruise for the Fish II will be Saturday August 8, skippers meeting 1000.  
 

Cruising Director 
Steve Romeis 
	

	

Social Report: 
 

Treasure Hunt & Pirate Party came and went and it was a great time if you missed it! Our new 
Pirate King and Queen are Art Lynd and Rosemary Lognion! The treasure was found by 
Bouchard's Bounty.  
There are no socials in August so it looks like we may need some impromptu gatherings.  
I'm going to be resting up for the Luau in September. 
 
Until then see you on the water. 
 

Social Director 
Ettie Haley 
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The Selling Sheet 
 

(Email Secretary@payc.us to list/unlist) 

Rinker 350 Express Cruiser Ken Olanyk, kolanyk@Hotmail.com    713-819-6635 
Tartan 37     Jim Miller, jimmylmillerjlm@aol.com  409-670-0119 
Monk 36, the Walkabout,   Robin Franklin      409-749-0433 
Irwin 40 Citation   Kelvin Franks, kelvin.ginny@gmail.com 562-773-4775 
     http://www.popyachts.com/View/72700 
 
 

 
Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting 
July 14, 2015 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Russ Myers, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Mike Givens, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson 
Paul Vera 
Alan Aldredge 
Daniel Tatum 
Ettie Haley 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Ted Mahavier 
Ken Rutty 
Butch Neely 
Judy Walters 
 
Russ Myers called the meeting to Order at 1900 hours. 
 
Jim Richardson motioned that the minutes posted in the Mainsheet from June’s General Meeting be accepted.  
Chuck Devinzio seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise reported the resignation of George & Beverly Broussard and thanked them for 
their support over the many years. 
 
TREASURER:  Mike Givens gave the report to the membership present. Any member may request the report. 
 
HARBORMASTER:   One new boat in the marina.  Haven’t spoken with them yet. 
 
RACING:  Paul Vera reported the results for the June Thursday night series were Crusing fleet – 1st place  Art 
Lynd followed by Judy Walters; Racing fleet –  1st place Richard Hughes followed by  Paul Vera, Ken Rutty, 
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Mike Givens and Ted Mahavier.  There has been 2 races in the July Thursday Night Series, all racers no 
cruisers, Paul Vera is in first place followed by Ted Mahavier, Richard Hughes and Ken Rutty.  The Island Cup 
Race is rescheduled for July 18 & 19 three races skippers meeting at 1000 hours then at 1400 hours on 19th.   
 
HOUSE and GROUNDS:  Butch Neely replaced the intake grills and sealed them on the a/c. in the main 
meeting room. The new a/c is working great.  Please remember to turn the thermostats high when you leave.  
 
SOCIALS: 1) Ettie Haley reported that the July 4h Commodore’s Picnic was a tremendous success with about 
60 people enjoying the events.  She told everyone to get ready for July 25th for the Treasure Hunt. They will 
light the pit after for the pirate party. Come dressed in pirate attire. 
     
CRUISING:  The next cruise will be the Treasure Hunt on July 25th and Moonlight race/cruise on August 1.  
Then cruising for the fish on August 8th.  Skippers meeting at 1000 hours. 
 
SAFETY nothing to report. 
 
JR. SAILING:   1) Paul Vera reported that we have a few parents that would like to set up a JR Sailing racing 
fleet.  Paul will start to coordinate the effort. He also reported that 3 JR Sailors were at the commodore’s picnic 
sailing around the marina. Paul announce great appreciation for Butch Spafford and crew that built the new rack 
for the Opti Rigs.   
 
SEA SCOUTS:  Jim Richardson inquired about the T-Shirts purchased in the past and never received.  Paul 
Vera will email the representative in charge and carbon the members that gave money for a shirt.  
 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB: Ted Mahavier reported that they will be getting together very soon and maybe this 
weekend. 
 
PIC:  No meeting tonight. 
  
OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Richardson reported that he has set up the PA Library kids and the Foster children to 
come out for a sailing day on Aug. 1st in two sessions 9-12 and 1-3.  He will need some sailboats to take them 
out.  Port Arthur leadership will be invited.  Please plan to attend and help out. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Russ announced that Bob and Suzanne Brammer made a $30 donation to Jr. Sailing in 
memory of Mr. Arthur Lynd. Mike Wise discussed the performance issue on our WFI network and Alan 
Aldredge volunteered to look into the issue.  He also said we received a thank you letter from Chuck Vincent 
with the Jefferson County Amateur Radio Club for use of our facilities during their U.S. Islands on the Air 
program last month. 
 
Motioned to adjourn the meeting was made by Daniel Tatum and seconded by Ted Mahavier.  The motion 
passed without objection and the general meeting ended at 1938 hours, July 14, 2015. 
 

 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
Board Member's Meeting 

July 14, 2015 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
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Russ Myers, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Craig Belaire, Secretary  
Mike Givens, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson 
Alan Aldredge  
Paul Vera 
Ettie Haley 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Ted Mahavier 
Ken Rutty 
 
Russ Myers called the meeting to order at 1945 hours. 
 
Daniel Tatum motioned that the minutes posted in the Mainsheet from June’s Board Member’s Meeting be 
accepted. Mike Givens seconded and the motion passed without objection. 
 
REPORTS:  
PIC:  Carry Over from General Meeting  
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise stated that George Broussard resigned in good standing. 
HARBORMASTER:  Carry Over from General Meeting  
TREASURER:  Balances were Carry Over from General Meeting. 
Mike Givens discussed buying a new book of checks that would be printer ready and work with our new 
accounting system. Ted Mahavier made a motion to spend up to $250 for checks. Seconded by Jim Richardson.  
Motion passed unanimously.  Mike also discussed need for a ballot to membership by year end to have 
initiation fees go directly into the General Account.  The By Laws instruct that they go to the Improvement 
Fund. During the recent hardships with the hurricanes it was voted by membership to build back up the General 
Fund.  He is still working on contacting the members that are in arrears. 
HOUSE and GROUNDS:  Butch Neely announced we need more toilet paper and to please remember to turn 
the A/C’s thermostat up when leaving the club house to conserve energy.  
SOCIALS: Carry Over from General Meeting  
JUNIOR. SAILING:  Carry Over from General Meeting  
RACING:  Carry Over from General Meeting  
CRUISING:  Carry Over from General Meeting  
 
OLD BUSINESS: The Board discussed selling the G-Cat since it needs some repair and no one wants to work 
on it.  It was agreed to ask at least $1,000 as is. Paul Vera will start to design the 50th Anniversary plague and 
present to membership in a future meeting.   
NEW BUSINESS: The Board also discussed names for the upcoming Nomination Committee.   
Paul Vera made a motion to spend up to $120 for 10 – 50th Anniversary Hats to be sold to membership for $10 
plus tax. Jim Richardson Seconded it. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mike Wise motioned that the meeting adjourn.  Ted Mahavier seconded.  The motion passed without objection 
and the Board Member's meeting concluded at 2035 hours, July 14, 2015. 
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2015 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Russ Myers  
Vice-Commodore - Mike Wise 

Secretary - Craig Belaire 
Treasurer - Mike Givens 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 
Daniel Tatum 
Ted Mahavier 

Jim Richardson 
Paul Vera (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 
Harbormaster – Butch Neely 

 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Paul Vera 
Cruising - Steve Romeis  

Socials – Ettie Haley 
House and Grounds - Everyone 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 
Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations – Ettie Haley 
Safety - Everyone 


