
1 | P a g e  
 

MAINSHEET 
Port Arthur Yacht Club 

May 2015 
 

COMMODORE'S CORNER:     
 

Can you believe it is already May?  
Well it is!  We managed to get a little 
spring cleaning done on out workday in 
April.  We had a great group of members 
show up to make short work of many 
projects.  If I start naming names I will 
surely leave someone out and I would 
hate to do that, so a special thanks to 
everyone who showed up to lend a hand and for providing a great lunch for everyone. 
May is going to be a busy month at PAYC.  We start things off with the annual Contraband 
Days Cruise to Lake Charles.  I know we have several cruisers making the trip by both land and 
sea.  With the nice Board duLac marina a few will be staying the week for both weekends of the 
festival.  Fair winds to these cruisers as the last couple of years we have seen a late cold front 
move in with high winds and low temps!  We haven’t forgotten the racers this month the Fred 
Grund race will be on the 16th.  This is always a great race for both the racers and the cruisers.  
We will wrap up the month with the TMCA’s Spring Fling Memorial Weekend.  If you missed 
the event last year, well you missed a good time.  It was such a good time that TMCA moved 
the date to Memorial weekend to add an extra day of fun!  Check out TMCA’s web site: 
http://www.tmcaspringfling.com/   for all of the details. For entrance to the event and access to 
all of great seminars it is only $15.00 per person for the entire weekend.  Of course if you want 
to enjoy the catered meals or purchase an official T-shirt that will be additional. 
There are always lots of fun things going on at PAYC that may or may not be on our “official” 
calendar.  If anything official is happening we will always try to get the message and reminders 
out via the Mainsheet, email or Face Book.  Don’t forget our official calendar is posted on our 
web site WWW.PAYC.US.  Now that the weather is, well what the weather is here in Southeast 
Texas, most any weekend you will find a group members around the clubhouse and marina 
sailing, cooking and enjoying good company.  Come on down and see what’s happening… your 
boat misses you! 
I would like to welcome our newest members to the PAYC family, John & Phoebe Bassana and 
Judy Walters, also, a big welcome back to Mark & Jerry Lynne Domingue.  We are slowly 
rebuilding our membership.  It is great to see new faces and welcome back former members.  

May 2015 
7,14,21,28 R Thursday Night Series #3  1800
1-3, 8-10 C Contraband Days (Lake 

Charles)
TBA 

12 M General/Board Meeting  1900
16 R Fred Grund Race 1000 

22-24 X TMCA Spring Fling  TBA
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Speaking of membership, please make sure that we have all of your current contact information.  
Primarily your email address as we are doing so much electronically via email and our web site.  
Our new accounting software is capable of generating statements and invoices that can be 
delivered via email.  We are now doing all of our dues/initiation invoicing via email.  The 
annual dues and initiation (if you are still paying it out) invoice went out in January.  If you 
have not received it please contact the treasurer.  If you have received it but not paid it, please 
do so to avoid your membership being in bad standing.   
This particular May is just a little special.  May 18th will be our official 50 year anniversary.  
That’s right PAYC turns 50!  For some history on PAYC visit our web site and under the 
management header click on Club History.  We have our 50th anniversary burgees for sale as 
well as ball caps which can now be put on your club bill for those interested in purchasing one.  
Contact Paul Vera for a cap or Mike Wise for a burgee.  To get the “official” anniversary shirt 
visit Threads on Twin City Highway, they have the logo and can put in on most any shirt style 
you like. 
Looking ahead to June, if you have any Junior Sailors or know of any interested in the camp 
this year June 18-21 contact Paul Vera for a registration form.  His email address is 
vseaturtle@aol.com, space is limited. 
 
 

Hope to see you on the water, 
 
Commodore 2015 
Russ Myers 
 
 

 
NOTE FROM THE TREASURER 
 

It has taken me a while to get all the "other than dues" charges billed correctly so some folks are getting bill 
with charges that go back to the Awards Banquet.  I know the delay has generated some confusion so if 
anybody has any questions please send them to me.  I still have a couple of members who I do not have email 
address for so I’m again asking If you are not getting invoices or statements by email and you have an email 
address that you please send it to me at treasurer@payc.us.  Just a reminder, the second (and last for the year) 
Club dues invoices will go out July 1st.    
 
Thank you, 
Alan 
PAYC Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 

50th Anniversary Burgees - $50 + tax   
50th Anniversary Hats - $10 + tax 
50th Anniversary Shirts- Available at Threads  
                                       7747 N Twin City Hwy 
                                      727-4848
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Racing Report:  
 

The Racing Community is grieving the loss of life that occurred on Mobile Bay. Many of us have had a 
chance to sail there.  It is a wonderful place.  Always watch the weather, many of the boats I saw still had their 
mainsail up in 65 knot plus wind.  I as the guy that decides rather we sail or not sail I have a heavy heart for the 
organizers of the event who had no idea that the weather would be that bad.  Back to Racing, oh yea the weather 
has been plaguing us this year too.  We had hair raising rides and some downright ugly "floaters" this month. 
Ken Rutty leads the pack with 2 first place finishes then comes Richard Hughes with 2 seconds, followed by 
Me, Paul Vera with 2 thirds.  We have one more race for April.  Look at the Calendar for upcoming race.  
Thursday Nights Races for March finished, with a few of "where did that come from".  As in where did that big 
gust of wind come from or where did that blood come from and where did that red mark on your face come 
from.  Where did that Hour glass come from? 
We had three races for the March series with the Cruisers finishing one race with Mike Blakeney taking first 
and Art Lynd finishing in 2nd place. 
 
 
Paul Vera 
Race Chairman 409-363-3898 
 
Junior Sailing 
 

Junior Sail Camp is on June 18 thru June 21. We will once again need  
volunteers, to help out. Please lets me know if you can help. 
The boats will need a little clean up and minor repairs, if you see Ted  
and I working on them, feel free to lend a hand. This is going to a  
stress free camp and I hope we have a great time. 
 
Paul Vera   363-3898 
Jr. Sailing Chairman 
 
	

	

 
Cruising Report:  
 

Rain or shine the cruise will go on. 
On April 18th we were scheduled to do our Shell Island and Peggy's on the Bayou cruise.  The weather didn't 
seem to want to cooperate, so as all good sailors do - We adjusted our sails and decided on a land cruise for an 
afternoon meal at the Neches River Wheelhouse.  A nice group of friendly PAYC folks met up around 1500 and 
enjoyed some fine food, drink and fellowship.  The weather.... it was pretty nice.  Oh-well, Sorry Ms. Peggy, 
maybe we'll make it at a later date. 
Upcoming is Contraband days in Lake Charles.  I'm not sure who all is planning to make the trip by water but 
some have slip assignments and are getting ready for the weekend of either May 1-3 or May 8-10. Talk amongst 
yourselves or coordinate through me who is going when, so we can travel together.  Some may want to leave on 



4 | P a g e  
 

Thursday afternoon and anchor at Shell Island so they can get an early start from there on Friday morning.  If I 
can help with logistics, let me know. 
Hope to see you all soon. 
Happy Cruising! 
 

Cruising Director 
Steve Romeis 
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Social Report: 
 

In the month of April we had no socials and the trip to Shell Island and Peggy's had to be canceled due to 
weather. Those of us that were going decided to go to The Wheelhouse by land instead.  
Thank you all for your hard work on the work day the club looks fantastic.   
In the month of May there are no socials because of Contraband Days in Lake Charles on the first 2 weekends. 
Join those of us who are cruising there if you can there is plenty of socializing to be had there. And then we 
have TMCA's Annual Spring Fling on Memorial weekend the 22nd - 25th.  Please plan to attend all that you 
can because it is sure going to be a great time!  
All club sectioned socials are posted on the official annual calendar posted on the website. Remember the club 
house is for everyone to enjoy.   The pictures and such that people may be seeing on Facebook are not socials 
that have been planned by the club. i.e. no club funds are being spent.  They are merely members called 
Weekenders that get together after a hard week at work on a Friday night to celebrate the weekend is here or 
getting together on a Saturday after a great day of sailing.  They are impromptu gatherings. If you feel like you 
are being left out of anything -become a Weekender!  Weekenders usually all arrive on Friday night and bring 
their own dinner, sit around and socialize. Saturday and Sundays they all bring breakfast fixings (coffee, eggs, 
pancakes, bacon, milk, etc.) to contribute to the usual coffee at 8 and breakfast at 9 routine in the clubhouse. 
Sometimes it may be earlier or later depending on the day’s events. So, if you feel like you are being left out 
just come on down and join in. There is almost always someone there every weekend except for times when 
there are overnight cruises.  
  
 
Until then see you on the water. 
 

Social Director 
Ettie Haley 

 
 

The Selling Sheet 
 

(Email Secretary@payc.us to list/unlist) 

Rinker 350 Express Cruiser Ken Olanyk, kolanyk@Hotmail.com    713-819-6635 
Tartan 37     Jim Miller, jimmylmillerjlm@aol.com  409-670-0119 
Irwin 40 Citation   Kelvin Franks, kelvin.ginny@gmail.com 562-773-4775 
     http://www.popyachts.com/View/72700 
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Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
General Meeting 
April 14, 2015 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Russ Myers, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Craig J. Belaire, Secretary 
Paul Vera, Past Commodore 
Mike Givens, Assistant Treasurer 
Jim Richardson 
Butch Spafford 
Ettie Haley 
Chuck Devenzio 
Ted Mahavier 
Ken Rutty 
 
 
 
Commodore Russ Myers called the meeting to order at 19:01 hrs. 
 
Ted Mahavier made a motion to approve the March General meeting minutes as published in the mainsheet.  
Second by Paul Vera.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
REPORTS: 
TREASURER – Updated Billings will be emailed next week. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP – We will be reviewing three new memberships at the board meeting for Mark and Jerry Lynn 
Domingue, returning member in good standing, Judy Walters and John and Phoebe Bassana. 
RACING –The Thursday night race last week was won by Ken Rutty followed by Richard Hughes then by Paul 
Vera.  The cursing fleet was won by Art Lynd followed by Mike Blakeney.  The Fred Grund race will be held 
on May 16th with a skippers meeting at 1000.  There will be a TMCA Spring Fling Race from Galveston to 
PAYC in conjunction with the event.  
HARBOR MASTER– no report  
HOUSE and GROUNDS– the Work Day on April 11 was very well attended and the club is looking the best it 
has in a while.  Thanks goes out the following who gave their time and talents: 
Kelvin Franks  Butch Neely  Art Lynd  Greg Lynd  Butch Spafford 
Mike Wise  Candice Zummo Paul Vera  Mike Givens  Ken Rutty 
Jim Richardson Ettie Haley   Russ Myers  Craig Belaire  Ruth Hoyle 
Chuck Devenzio Marilee Devenzio Lynette Gillenwater David Bradley  Theron Menard 
Steve Romeis  Deena Gill (supervisor/photographer) 
We also have new paper dispensers in both bathrooms. Whoo Hoo! 
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CRUISING – This Saturday will be the Shell Island/Peggy’s on the bayou cruise. Skippers meeting at 1000.  
Land cruisers welcome.  
SOCIALS – Nothing is scheduled for April.  Next event will be Contraband in Lake Charles. The club house is 
rented for April 25th.   
SAFETY– Nothing to report.  

  
JR. SAILING –June 18th -21th will be the dates for this year’s sailing camp. Registration starts at 0900. 
Registration forms will be posted online next month. So far we have 1 student coach and 17 interested students.  
SEA SCOUTS –Paul Vera reported they no longer have a sponsor and he will be coordinating with the 
Beaumont chapter of the boy scouts to see if he can reengage the program.  
LAMAR SAILING CLUB- They had a very successful meeting last month and now have 4 very motivated 
members.  Our very own Caroline Mahavier is an officer.  Please offer to help them when you see them around 
on sail days.   
PIC REPORT – There will be an Iron Man type event at the PIC building area on May 9th.  They are getting 
bids to fix the dock for the boat fire last month.  Erosion is very bad at the Cajun Cabins.  They are looking at 
fixing the bulk head at the boat yard. 
 
 OLD BUSINESS –Spring Fling 2015 – PAYC members are asked to go to the web site to register ASAP.  
http://www.tmcaspringfling.com/.  The PAYC will have a nautical flea market at our club house during Spring 
Fling.  If you have something to display a table will be set up for you to use. 
The new city manager asked that we provide him with the many activities we have each year that the public is 
invited to participate.  We are still in the process of discussing our lease arrangements.  The current lease was 
extended until May 31. 
 
NEW BUSINESS. 
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Paul Vera made a motion to spend up to $200 on an American and Texas Flag and halyards for display during 
Spring Fling.  Seconded by Jim Richardson.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Ted Mahavier motioned to adjourn the meeting seconded by Jim Richardson.  The motion passed without 
objection and the General Meeting ended at 1959 hrs 
 

 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
Board Meeting 
April 14, 2015 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Russ Myers, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Craig J. Belaire, Secretary 
Paul Vera, Past Commodore 
Mike Givens, Assistant Treasurer 
Jim Richardson 
Ted Mahavier 
Ettie Haley 
Ken Rutty 
 
 
Russ Myers called the meeting to order at 2020 hrs. 
Ted Mahavier made a motion to approve the March Board meeting minutes as published in the mainsheet.  
Second by Jim Richardson.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
REPORTS: 
TREASURER – Carry Over from General Meeting 
MEMBERSHIP- Mike Wise made a motion to approve the membership application for Judy Walters. Seconded 
by Ted Mahavier.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mike Wise made a motion to approve the membership 
application for John and Phoebe Bassana.  Seconded by Alan Aldredge.  Motion passed unanimously.  Alan 
Aldredge made a motion to approve the membership of Mark and Jerry Lynne Domingue.  Seconded by Mike 
Wise.  Motion passed unanimously.  
HARBOR MASTER- Carry Over from General Meeting  
RACING- Carry Over from General Meeting 
HOUSE and GROUNDS   - Carry Over from General Meeting 
CRUISING   - Carry Over from General Meeting 
SOCIALS – Carry Over from General Meeting. 
SAFETY- Carry Over from General Meeting 
JR. SAILING – Carry Over from General Meeting.  
SEA SCOUTS – Carry Over from General Meeting  
LAMAR SAILING CLUB- Carry Over from General Meeting 
PIC REPORT - Carry Over from General Meeting 
OLD BUSINESS- None 
NEW BUSINESS- None 
 

Mike Wise made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Alan Aldredge.   The motion passed without 
objection and the Board Meeting ended at 2032 hrs. 
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2015 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Russ Myers  
Vice-Commodore - Mike Wise 

Secretary - Craig Belaire 
Treasurer - Alan Aldredge 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 
Daniel Tatum 
Ted Mahavier 

Jim Richardson 
Paul Vera (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 
Harbormaster – Butch Neely 

 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Paul Vera 
Cruising - Steve Romeis  

Socials – Ettie Haley 
House and Grounds - Everyone 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 
Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations – Ettie Haley 
Safety - Everyone 


