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From the Commodore’s Perch 
Commodore Paul Vera - 409-963-3525 
Sun and a threat of a hurricane, but no alligators. 
That would be the lead-in to this month’s article.  

Hot, very hot – even under the canopy junior camp 
was hot. We ran out of bottled water and sun 
screen.  The water problem was due to the juniors 
drinking part of a bottle before misplacing it. That 
situation was soon corrected by providing keg 
water. We went through so much sunscreen that 
the grounds were littered with empty cans.  On the 
plus side Tropical Storm Debby never came this 
way and there were no sightings of alligators.  

We had a large camp this year with 34 young 
sailors. When I asked them to stand up if they had 
ever sailed a boat by themselves, only 6 stood up. 
Our work was cut out for us. 

As I think about this year’s camp, I’m amazed at 
how many club members showed up to help out. 
With the O’Quinns, Lognions, Charlie, and YMCA 
Julie working the kitchen pushing out 135+ meals 
a day, they did a great job. Then our Chief Medic, 
Pat O’Quinn patched up numerous kids.  At one 
time there was a line waiting to get medical 
attention. Dare I say duck, duck, duck, goose? 

We split up into groups.  Coach Russ Myers had the 
most experienced group on Lasers, Sunfish and 
Minifish.  The rest sailed Optimist prams in groups 
of 6-7 coached by Steve Romeis, Kurt Wickizer, 
Mike Wise, Ronnie Gremillion, and Terry S.  Martin 
Novich and son-in-law, Ruth Holmes and Greg 
Lynd, and Ronnie and Songa Gremillion helped 
greatly with logistics.  Art Lynd taught knot-tying. 
Chuck Devenzio worked the dock for 4 days in the 
heat – a very tough job. Jim Richardson arranged 

for publicity, garnering first page coverage in the 
Port Arthur News, a posting on the Channel 6 
Community Calendar, and a great segment on the 
evening news.  We even had Ettie the hair dresser 
doing the girls’ hair up into pony tails.           

Yes, I did go missing for a couple of hours due to 
work, but when I came back I was amazed at how 
well things were going.   

There was one person that I missed, and that is 
Terrell Adkisson.  I did get a phone call from Jim 
Kincaid and he was happy the camp had a large 
participation. Those two guys broke me in on 
Junior Sailing, and I hope I passed a little bit of 
them to this year’s coaches.  Great job, guys. 

In closing, two from Sabine Pass Marina are joining 
our club, the docks will be here in two weeks, and 
we have added 28 new young sailors that learned 
how to sail at PAYC.  I hope to see you at the 
Commodores Picnic, July 4.  Activities start at 2pm! 
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JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
July 4 – Commodore’s Picnic 
July 5, 12, 19, 26 – Thursday Night Series #5 
July 10 - PAYC General and Board Meetings 
July 14 – Garrison Ridge Dinghy/Kayak Cruise 
July 18 – Moonlight Race/Cruise/Social #3 
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Commodore’s Picnic – Fourth of July 
Songa Gremillion, Socials Director 

Independence Day commemorates 
the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence from Great Britain 
on July 4, 1776. Independence 

Day is commonly associated with fireworks, 
barbecues, parades, carnivals, fairs, picnics, 
concerts, baseball games, family reunions, political 
speeches, and ceremonies.  Come enjoy barbecue 
and a “parade” of sailors with newly-acquired skills 
at PAYC on Wed, 04-Jul. 

2 p.m.:  SAILING DEMONSTRATION BY JUNIORS  

We had an amazing sailing camp this year – 34 
students!  Come see what they learned.  We should 
all be proud of all the workers who took part in this 
four-day camp!!  They made our club PROUD!!!   

5 p.m.:  BARBECUE (meat supplied by PAYC) 

John and Ginger Ardoin are making potato salad 
and baked beans for 30.  Would someone else like 
to do the same?  For all others, please bring your 
favorite “American dish,” and invite someone who 
might want to join PAYC.  We are expecting 65 to 
85.  Contact Songa Gremillion at 409-548-3125 or 
songa.gremillion@yahoo.com with questions.     

PAYC IS ONLY AS GREAT AS ITS MEMBERS!!! 

(Editor’s Note:  To complete your Independence Day 
Celebration, attend the patriotic tribute at the Carl Parker 
Center at LSC at 7:15 p.m. and return to PAYC to watch 
the fireworks at 9:15 p.m.)      

 

PAYC Junior Sailing Camp 2012 

Cruising 
Greg Lynd, Cruising Director 

With all of the scheduled events of June, there 
wasn’t room for a formal cruise.  But what a busy 
month it was for the PAYC, with another successful 
Treasure Hunt and Junior Sailing Camp and of 
course the multitude of races.  We are planning a 
local cruising adventure on July 14.  Please plan to 
meet at 1000 in the clubhouse for the captains’ 
meeting.  On the agenda is a cruise to Garrison 
Ridge.  Bring your dinghy, kayak, canoe or 
whatever “floats your boat” and come explore the 
Louisiana coastal bayous near Garrison Ridge. 

Slipped Bowline 
Copied from USPS Compass, June 2012 

The slipped bowline is useful when the load on the 
loop is constant and you need a quick release. 

 

A. Tie a bowline. 

B. & C. Make the last tuck of the knot with the end 
doubled in a bight. 

D. Shape the knot and pull tight in order to prevent 
slipping. The knot can be quickly released by 
pulling the bitter end. 
Original materials used with thanks to Irene Rodriguez and 
John Bennett 

mailto:songa.gremillion@yahoo.com
http://www.theensign.org/uspscompass/compassarchive/compassv4n1/v4n1_mm_bowline.htm
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Recap of 2012 PAYC Treasure Hunt 
Art Lynd, Hunt Master 

The weather couldn’t have been better. Eight boats 
set out to find the chest of gold and booty flag that 
was hidden somewhere on the shore of Lake 
Sabine.  Four treasure maps were randomly 
selected by four flagship captains. First, Captain 
Mahavier drew from the bundle of rolled up maps. 
Then Captains Gremillion and Romeis made their 
selections. Captain Greg Lynd on Island Time 
acquired the remaining map.  Captain Greg had 
Ruth on board as first mate. His Escort ship was the 
Wynona with Captains Jim and Sara Pearson.   

After Island Time arrived at the coords on their 
map, Ruth navigated her speedy kayak up the 
shallow alligator-infested bayou into the Louisiana 
marshlands.  All alone, she steered into a cove 
surrounded by trees and shell beaches – a Pirate’s 
Cove. Using her GPS and the map, she landed on 
the shell beach where the “x” was located. There 
she discovered the chest and flag in the 6” tall salt 
grass. She loaded her cache into the kayak and 
made her way back to her flagship which was 
waiting in the lake a half mile away. 

Meanwhile the other three fleets (using their 
treasure maps) discovered their clues in a wine 
bottle with GPS coords where Ruth was located (the 
real treasure location). 

Ruth loaded the treasure on Island Time with her 
escort Wynona waiting nearby. Together the two 
sailboats set out to find the treasure chest key to 
open the lock. Their destination was marked on the 
flagpole of the treasure flag. Until this point, they 
were the only fleet that had the coordinates. 

By this time, the other fleets were sailing toward 
the treasure fleet with water balloons fully loaded. 
Every eye was scanning the horizon for the treasure 
flag that could be flying on a flagship. 

A battle took place and the loot was captured by 
Ronnie and Songa Gremillion and crew on My Lu 

Eze.  They were escorted by Sun Runner, captained 
by Ralph and crew from Lake Charles.  

Captain Ronnie’s fleet managed to keep the 
treasure just out of the other pirates’ reach. They 
safely made it to the destination and secured the 
treasure key to win the event. 

The 6th Annual PAYC Treasure Hunt was an 
adventure, a race, and a test of sailing and 
navigation skills – not to mention the ability to 
throw water balloons! Everyone had fun in the sun, 
and camaraderie was high on Sabine Lake as the 
sailing vessels made their way back to harbor.   

Sabine Sail and Power Squadron 
Invitation to a Boating Rendevous 
Ricky Richardson, Commander (409) 882-4847 

Our boating rendezvous will leave on 08-Jul from 
Ricky Reese’s house at 1000 Northwind on Pleasure 
Island.  We will travel via Lake Sabine, the ICW, and 
Taylor Bayou to Pine Tree Lodge for an afternoon of 
fellowship.  Join us on the water or meet up with us 
at the lodge.  Bring your friends, and let’s have a 
good time. There is usually a band present, and 
food and beverages are available. If you need a 
ride, let me know. If you plan to go by boat, let me 
know.  If you have room in your vessel for 
passengers, let me know.  If you are meeting us at 
the lodge, let us know.  Bottom line is please come!  

rickyrichardson92@gmail.com - Keep boating safely! 

 
PAYC Treasure Hunt 2012 

mailto:rickyrichardson92@gmail.com
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Anchoring Aid 
Copied from USPS Compass, June 2012  

The following procedure for setting an anchor under 
power applies to both power and sailboats.  
• Head into the wind or current, whichever is 

stronger. 
• Bring the boat to a dead stop. 
• As the boat begins to gather sternway, ease the 

anchor to the bottom, either hand over hand or 
with the windlass. Do not just let the rode run out 
uncontrolled. 

• Apply a touch of reverse throttle to get the boat 
moving astern. If it’s windy, this won’t be 
necessary. 

• Pay out the rode as the boat drifts back, keeping a 
slight tension on the rode so it forms a line across 
the seabed. The boat will probably lie broadside 
to the wind. 

• When you have paid out half your intended scope, 
snub the rode until you feel resistance from the 
anchor and continue easing out the rode. 

• Keeping tension on the rode, pay out another 
quarter of the scope and momentarily snub the 
rode again. 

• With the boat still moving astern, secure the 
anchor rode when the desired scope has been 
paid out. The boat’s weight should dig in the 
anchor solidly; the anchor rode will rise out of the 
water in a straight line. 

• To ensure the anchor is dug in well, back down 
with the engine at half throttle for 30 seconds. 
The boat should move forward on the rode when 
you ease the throttle. 

• If you don’t get your anchor to set the first time, 
try again. If it still won’t set, try another spot. 

Avoid these common anchoring mistakes:  
• letting the chain pile on top of the anchor, 
• releasing the anchor while the boat is still moving 

forward, 
• moving astern so quickly that the anchor doesn’t 

have a chance to dig in, 
• anchoring too close to other boats, and the most 

common mistake, 
• failing to let out enough scope. 

Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham 

PacCup 2012 - Tiki J can be followed in the PacCup 
from San Francisco to Kaneohe, Hawaii via its blog 
at http://www.sailblogs.com/member/tikij/.  TikiJ 
flies both the Coyote Bay (CA) and PAYC burgees.  
Representing PAYC in the race are Bill Worsham 
(the younger) and Brad and Alyssa Worsham.  
Representing PAYC on the return trip are Bill 
Worsham (the elder) and Brad Worsham.  This 
mom/grandmom/wife/mother-in-law will be 
watching TikiJ’s progress closely! 

Thanks to John Ardoin and Steve Romeis for their 
support when Bill hosted thirty Museum of the Gulf 
Coast EnviroKids for a morning of sailing.  John 
repaired the dock and poisoned the fire ants.  Steve 
was a lifesaver, helping the kids who were rowing 
and fishing while others were sailing.   

Nautical Word of the Day for June 23:  chockablock 
\CHOK-uh-BLOK\, adjective: Having the blocks 
drawn close together, as when the tackle is hauled 
to the utmost.  (from Dictionary.com) 

News of Former PAYC Members – (1) Jane Wellborn, 
wife of Bic Wellborn (d 2002), lives in Round Rock 
and is doing well at age 93.  She asked me to give 
her regards to her PAYC friends.  I have her address 
and phone number.  (2) Rose Lohmann, wife of 
George Lohmann (d 2007), died 20-Jun.  George 
was 99.9% responsible for the marina that 
constructed in 1974 and served PAYC well until 
Hurricanes Rita and Ike took their tolls.  Read about 
it at http://payc.us/pdf/history.pdf.   

Caroline Mehavier posted the following on 
Facebook:  Sailing Camp was AMAZING this year! A 
big thanks to everyone who pitched in, from all the 
happy campers!(:  In response, Songa Gremillion 
posted the following:  Caroline...I can't thank you 
enough for all the selfless acts you performed this 
week. You helped so much Grace, Lizzy and Abbey 
and many others learn to sail on a sunfish. You are 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/tikij/
http://payc.us/pdf/history.pdf
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such a good teacher, with patience out the bazoo!!! 
Selfless throughout the whole camp!! When the 
boats came in, you were there helping taking 
masks down, and doing whatever you needed to 
do. You are such a great asset to the club and I am 
proud of how you helped all our guests.  Caroline 
is the daughter of Ted Mahavier. 

Marina Update (28-June-2012) from Jimmy Dike –  

(1) The electricity to the pump-out station should 
be completed this week (ditto from last month!). 

(2) The fuel station is installed and ready to 
dispense fuel; however, one PI commissioner 
(Tyron Neveaux-newly appointed by Kerrie 
Thomas) has not signed the documentation (ditto 
from last month for previous commissioner!). 

(3) The sections for the concrete breakwater are 
scheduled for delivery on July 15 (two-week delay 
from last month!)  

Upcoming TV Coverage – (1) America’s Cup World 
Series on NBC – LIVE on Sun, 01-Jul at 1:30pm 
from Newport, RI, and (2) 2012 Gill National 
College Sailing Championship on ESPNU Fri, 06-Jul 
at 5:00pm; Sat, 07-Jul at 3:00am; and Sun, 08-Jul 
at 8:00am from Lake Travis, TX. 

Thanks to PAYC’s “field photographers.”  Many of 
the photos in the Mainsheet are taken from the 
PAYC Facebook page.  Ted Mahavier, Steve Romeis, 
and Songa Gremillion are regular contributors.  

 

PAYC Junior Sailing Camp 2012 

Minutes for June 12, 2012 
General Meeting – Called to Order at 1856 

Members Present:  Paul Vera, Commodore; Mike 
Wise, Vice Commodore; Alan Aldredge, Treasurer; 
Jim Richardson, Secretary; Craig Belaire, Carolyn 
Worsham, Steve Swanson, Russ Myers, Steve 
Romeis, Richard Gentry, Annie Gentry, Chuck 
DeVenzio, John Ardoin, Ronnie Gremillion, Sonja 
Gremillion, Ken Rutty, and Glinda Fortner, Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) 

MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise reported that former 
members Richard and Anne Gentry were reapplying 
for membership and that after receiving their 
completed application their previous membership 
would be researched for consideration. 

TREASURER:  Contact treasurer@payc.us.  

PIC:   No Quorum at the PIC Meeting 

HARBORMASTER:    Russ Myers reported on the slip 
installation progress of Shirley and Sons, slips may 
be installed by July 15, 2012,  If so, members need 
to indicate their slip preference.  Preference will be 
established by PAYC seniority, so members should 
submit three slip preferences. 

HOUSE and GROUNDS:  1) John Ardoin reported 
that the door lock set, painted plywood partitions 
and misc projects around the clubhouse will cost 
approximately $812.00.  Ronnie Germillion 
motioned that $900.00 be approved for these 
projects in case unforeseen expenses arose. Russ 
Myers seconded the motion and it was approved by 
members present with none opposed.  Discussion 
continued regarding the appropriate fund to pay 
for these expenses and it was decided that the 
Board should address the issue.  2) Russ Myers also 
reported that the crane's repair is pending, 
awaiting supplies ordered.  A member asked about 
boats docked near the crane and it was reported 
that a boat was temporarily docked near the crane 
but that boat was scheduled to be moved soon.  3) 
Carolyn Worsham reported that the bid to strip and 

mailto:treasurer@payc.us
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refinish the clubhouse floor's by Bobby Bodin 
would be $300.00.  Alan Aldredge motioned that 
$300.00 be approved for this expense and that the 
cleaning project postpone until after Jr Sailing 
Camp and the Commodore's picnic.  Russ Myers 
seconded the motion and members present 
approved the motion with none opposed.  4) 
Discussion about the drain project occurred with 
new interest in grading the grounds instead.  If so, 
a bulldozer will be available at no cost to the PAYC. 

SOCIAL:  1)  The Commodore's Picnic is scheduled 
for July 4th, 2012.  Dinner will be served at 5:00 
PM.  The entree, BBQ chicken, will be catered .  
Please bring your favorite side dishes, drinks, and 
desserts.  Jr Sailing will be at 2:00 PM and the Opti 
World Championship (30 year old plus class) at 
5:00PM. 2) Plans are developing for a Raffle, Live 
Auction, and Party to celebrate the Marina's Grand 
Re-Opening, Welcome Back and Recovery from 
hurricane damage.  The event may occur in 
November 2012.  Burgees will be offered for sale 
and donors to the event will have advertising 
opportunities through the PAYC. 

JUNIOR SAILING:  Paul Vera reported 1) that 32 
students were signed up for the June 21-24, 2012 
camp.  2) that several boats needed repairs or parts 
to be ready for the camp and suggested that at 
least $200.00 be allocated for necessary repairs.  
Mike Wise motioned for $200.00 for necessary 
repairs of boats needed to support the Jr. Sailing 
Camp.  Chuck DeVenzio seconded the motion and 
members present approved it without opposition. 

RACING:  Russ Myers reported 1) the results for the 
May Thursday Night Series with Ken Rutty Hughes 
and Steve Romeis taking first in the Racers and 
Cruisers respectively. 2) The Fred Grund race was 
won by Russ Myers for the Racers and by Jim 
Pearson for the Cruisers  3) Six boats started the 
Dieter Junge  Race, five boats arrived in Galveston,  
Ted Mahavier took first place.  4) The first of the 
June Olympic Races was won by Richard Hughes 

(Racers) and Jim Pearson (Cruisers).  June's first 
Thursday race was canceled due to weather, but 
Paul Vera made burgers for the disappointed 
sailors nonetheless. 

CRUISING:  1) Mike Wise reported that the Treasure 
Hunt was a big success with 8 boats participating. 
The team of Ronnie, Sonja, Ralph, and Mary won.  
2) There are no cruises scheduled for June.  The 
July Calendar indicates Garrison Ridge 
Dinghy/Kayak Cruise (14th) and Moonlight 
Cruise(18th).    

NEW BUSINESS:  Slip fee rates were discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Richardson stated that 1) he 
would contact news media about Jr. Sailing Camp.  
2) A member asked about Annual Billing and Alan 
Aldredge reported that Annual Billing was tabled at 
last month's meeting, but requires a by-laws 
change.  3)  Russ Myers reported that the club's 
boat 'Bout Time, was returned to the shop (Circle 
D).   

SEA SCOUTS:  Glinda Fortner reported 1) that the 
Sea Scouts would meet on June 16, 2012, Saturday, 
at 10:00AM for a seminar by Paul Vera and Russ 
Myers on sailboat rigging.  2) Sonja Gremillion 
stated the six Sea Scouts took the Boater Safety 
Education course through the Sabine Sail and Power 
Squadron and all six passed.   

ADJOURNMENT:  2021 hours, June 12, 2012. 

Board Meeting – Called to Order at 2037 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Paul Vera, Commodore; 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore; Alan Aldredge, 
Treasurer; Jim Richardson, Secretary;Carolyn 
Worsham, Ken Rutty, Steve Swanson, Russ Myers, 
Chuck DeVenzio, John Ardoin 

MEMBERSHIP:  1) Mike Wise discussed the 
application of Richard and Annie Gentry.  Mike Wise 
motioned that pending receipt of membership fees, 
that the Gentry's application for membership be 
accepted and restored.  Russ Myers seconded and 
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the motion was approved without opposition.  2)  
The Aging list was discussed. 

HARBORMASTER, TREASURER, HOUSE and 
GROUNDS, SOCIAL, JUNIOR. SAILING, RACING, 
CRUISING:  Carry Over from General Meeting of 6-
12-2012 

NEW BUSINESS:  1)  Mike Wise motioned that 
$1100.00 be approved for the club repairs and Jr 
sailing projects discussed in the general meeting 
6-12-2012 and that such funds should come from 
the operating funds.  Ken Rutty seconded the 
motion and it was approved by members present 
with none opposed.  2)  Board members discussed 
the need for money for projects.  How to get the 
money or if it might transfer from other funds, 
those discussions will continue.   

OLD BUSINESS:  Nothing to report 

ADJOURNMENT:   2108 hours, June 12, 2012 

Minutes submitted by Secretary Jim Richardson 

Racing 
Russ Myers – Race Director 

(No submission as of posting deadline) 



 

 

 

 

Name 
Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  
Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 
409-356-6253  

Email 
payc@payc.us  

Officers for 2012 
Paul Vera, Commodore 

Rear Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 

Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 
http://payc.us 

Motto 
PAYC – The Fun Spot of 

Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 
410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 
Port Arthur, TX  77640 
 

 Board of Directors for 2012:  
Ken Rutty, Daniel Tatum, Art Lynd, Steve Swanson, and 

Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Trustees (with Term Expiration Year):  
Carolyn Worsham (‘12), Ken Rutty (’13), and Bob Brammer (‘14), 

Honorary Memberships:  
John and Ginger Ardoin (Charter Member) 

Jim and Beth Kincaid 
Gary and Pam King  

Jack and Jo Ann Moser 
Pat and Susie O’Quinn 

 Harbormaster:  Mainsheet/Website: 
 Russ Myers  Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 
Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer.  

Next General/Board Meeting:  
Tuesday, July10, 2012, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Request a PAYC Roster: 
Email roster@payc.us. 
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