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Commodore’s Corner – Paul Vera 

 

Winds of change are coming to the shores of PAYC. Brian Meadowcroft will take the helm; I 

wish him fair winds. As for myself, I am a very goal-oriented person and I have tried my best to 

make things happen for the good of the club. I have accomplished many things. To list them is 

not my deal. Being released of my duties of Commodore does lead to hope that I can finally do 

what Paul Vera wants to do. 

I have met with Brian to ease his way into being your Commodore, which should help lead a new Executive 

Board along on the Board-run PAYC. I will continue to support our programs as much as I can. Once again, 

thank YOU for helping me. 

 

Executive Board: 

Commodore: Brian Meadowcroft 

Vice Commodore: Ted Mahavier 

Secretary: Heather Oldbury 

Treasurer: Solomon Freimuth 

 

Board: 

Ken Rutty, Michael Givens, Mike Wise, Art Lynd, Paul Vera (outgoing Commodore) 

 

Trustee: Nicole Champagne 

 

Vice Commodore’s Report – Ted Mahavier 

 

A pirate's curse on all of you who voted me into this position! Or, to borrow, and modify, from 

what Bones used to say on Star Trek, "I'm a doctor dammit, not a politician." Seriously, 

please know that I look forward to my new roles serving PAYC as Vice-Commodore, Chair 

of the Membership Committee, and Chair of the Handicapping Committee.  And so you don't 

think I am slacking on the job, I have in hand our first application under my tenure. When you 

see him around the club, please welcome Cengiz Sen (pronounced Jing-Gis, like Genghis Khan).   He is an 

Assistant Professor of Physics at Lamar University and has many sailing interests.  His ultimate goal is to 

circumnavigate the globe and he is studying and learning fast.   With help from members Sam Showalter and 

Andrew Brooks, we are training him on the J/22, the Corsair 31, and my own Island Packet 29.   Every 

potential member will get these opportunities during my watch as Vice-Commodore, so give out my personal 

number to any potential member.  I will show them the club and its perks, assess their "thrill factor," and take 

them out on an appropriate SV.  
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Racing and Adult Sailing Report – Paul Vera 

 

Racing: Nov. 20 was a single-handed race with five competitors. In the Racing  

Fleet, Ken Rutty won first place and was followed by Paul Vera in second place.  

Richard Hughes had some problems with wind and drifted through a big hole.  

In the Cruising Fleet, Brian Meadowcroft bested Michael Martinez. Check the  

race calendar for future races. 

 

Adult Sailing: The program has come to an end for 2021. I will help when I can in 2022. But as  

for now, I choose not to lead this program I started two years ago. Adult Sailing has been one of  

the many ways we attract new members. I hope someone takes the lead. 

 

Thomas Jefferson Middle School Sail Club: We have sessions set up for 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.  

Dec. 7 and Dec. 13. We’ll be going over fundamentals. Welcome aboard to the program Ken Rutty  

and Don Hearn. We are grateful to have them as instructors. 

 

Knot-A-Heads: Weather is making cancellation of the First Annual Chuck Devenzio youth  

regatta on Dec. 18 an issue. When the weather warms up, we will hold a proper youth regatta  

befitting such a great individual as Chuck. Instead, I will hold a race-training day for all on  

Dec. 18. If possible, we will sail plus go over proper rigging. So, get the kids out of the house  

and bring them to the club. Lunch will be provided. Class times are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Jennifer and Wynn Wyse attended a Texas Sailing Association (TSA) youth council  

meeting in Corpus Christi and advised them that we may ask for PAYC to be put back on  

the youth racing circuit in 2023. TSA wants us to submit a bid, which I will gladly put  

together. 

David (Axl) Wyse competed at Corpus Christi and that made for his sixth regatta,  

which meant he had completed five to be scored statewide. What does that mean? Well out  

of 40-plus Laser Radial sailors who registered, he finished in seventh place. He is making a  

name for himself around the state and it’s his first year to ever race. 

The Knot-A-Head racing program has made a big impact across the state and most  

importantly on our young sailors. As of this writing, the TSA youth race schedule is being worked  

on for 2022. 

 

Junior Sailing Report – Ted Mahavier 

 
It has been my honor to have overseen Junior Sailing for these past years and to teach so  

many campers. As I step down, I want to thank all of you who volunteered over the 

years. When I began my involvement in JSC, we had rotting containers holding  

antiquated gear for perhaps six serviceable boats.  Members stepped up and helped  

by donating time, money, boat gear, boats, material and labor. Now we have 30 boats,  

an enclosed boat house, new concrete slabs, and gravel instead of mud! The first camp  

I ran was starved for volunteers and had only sixteen kids. Last year, we ran two camps with a total  

of 52 campers and sixteen volunteers each!  During this time, PAYC and JSC have survived and  

sprung back from Hurricanes Rita, Gustav, Ike and Harvey. As our past commodore Paul Vera takes  

the fleet and the kids to the next level, I know that JSC is in enthusiastic hands.  Meanwhile, we are  

still updating the J/22 and the plan is to have new deck hardware and a motor on her by the end  

of January.  
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Socials Report – Nicole Champagne 
 

On Dec. 11, the Lighted Boat Parade is scheduled for 6 p.m. followed by our annual 

Christmas Party. If you want to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a gift  

valued at $30. Also, please bring an appetizer to share. The PAYC Awards Banquet is 

January 22 at 6 p.m. at Courville's Catering in Beaumont.  More details about the meal and 

RSVP coming soon.   

 

Treasurer’s Report – Mike Givens 
First of all, I would like to thank everyone for your understanding and support over the years as your 

treasurer. I will still be behind the scenes just in case you need anything. One of my personal emails 

is Michael.givens1@icloud.com. 

Financially, we are in good standing with no outstanding debts beside regular monthly bills. We have 

taken under our wings several new members lately. The billing process has been streamlined and updated. 

Now it is time to sit back and enjoy “The Club.” 

 

Calling Junior Sailors to Come Aboard! 
 

Ahoy Junior Sailors! It’s your time to shine with your creativity! We want your fictional 

and non-fictional sailing stories and sailing-themed artwork (drawings and photos) for the 

Mainsheet. We’re still working out the details and deadlines but start thinking of ideas. 

(Parents, grandparents and guardians reading this: Please encourage your young sailors to 

get creative and submit stories or artwork! You and they will be proud to see their work in 

the newsletter with their byline.)  
 

Nautical Notices: Boats and Equipment for Sale 

 

Attention members: If you have boats or nautical equipment for sale, let the  

Mainsheet editor know! Send photos, details, price and contact information and it  

will go in this section. 

 

Port Arthur Yacht Club Minutes – Brian Meadowcroft 

                 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting  

Nov. 9, 2021 

The general meeting of PAYC was called to order at 1927 on Nov. 9, 2021, by Paul Vera 

Present: In Person: Paul Vera, Brian & Crystal Meadowcroft, Mike & Barbie Martinez, Cory & Heather 

Oldbury, Gary Hollier, Rodney & Nicole Champagne, Judy Walters, David Bradley, Ted Mahavier, Butch 

Neely, Mike & Donna Givens, Mike & Ettie Wise, Mike Blakeney, Troy Blakeney, Don Hearn, Drake 

Thibodaux, and Jennifer & Wynn Wyse, Ken Rutty, Leslie and Matt Steele, Mickey and Darlene Rouse, 

John Ardoin, Art & Annette Lynd, Greg & Ruth Lynd, Kalvin Franks, Marilee Devenzio, Randal & Donna 

Collier. Guests: No Guests were Present 

 

mailto:Michael.givens1@icloud.com
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Approval of October Minutes: A motion was made to table discussion of the funding source of the voted on 

locks at the October meeting. It passed via a verbal vote. Brian Meadowcroft moved to approve the minutes; 

Judy Walter Seconded; motion passed via verbal vote. 

 

Treasurer: Mike Givens – Please contact the treasurer to have access to the reports or expensive/loss sheets 

for any specific account. BB&T bank was bought out PNC bank. The club will have to buy new checks and a 

stamp. The US Sailing subscription was renewed. Club members can take online classes through the 

subscription. 

 

Membership: Paul Vera – It is the responsibility of everyone to grow membership. There is one membership 

application to be considered at the Board Meeting. 

 

Socials: Nicole Champagne – The club is rented on November 11, 2021 and January 1, 2022. Lighted Boat 

parade is on December 11, 2021, at 1830, with the party to follow. Awards banquet is Jan 22, 2022 

Courville’s Catering 

 

Cruising: Chris Boone. The Redfish Tournament, planned for November 12, 2021 will be rescheduled for the 

spring. 

 

Racing: Paul Vera – Long Distance #3 race was October 30, 2021. There was no cruising class as one boat 

was unable to get out of the marina. The Single Hand Race will be 1000 on November 20, 2021. The last 

race of the year will be at 1000 on December 4, 2021. 

 

Adult Sailing: 2 people participated in the class on Sunday, November 7, 2021. One of the two plans to join 

the club. That was the last adult sailing class of the year. 

 

Junior Sailing - Ted Mahavier: Another supply chain success as our new dolly wheels arrived. We’ve 

purchased a compressor to replace the dying one I donated. Boaters Resale came through with three more 

checks totaling nearly $450. We may have found a Mercury 2.5 HP for the J/22. Will look at it this month! 

 

Junior Racing – Paul Vera: There will be a youth regatta for club kids on December 18, 2021. This is to 

prepare the club for hosting a regatta in 2023. PAYC would be one of five regattas 

near Houston. The other 14 regattas are all over the state of Texas. Paul purchased retainers for the Opti 

masts. 

Sea Scouts - Don Hearn: The scouts appreciate the use of the club house and grounds. They had a camp on 

October 23, 2021 and had a great time. They had an American Boating Course and completed many 

requirements. 

 

Junior High School Sailing Program - Paul Vera: Sailing club and band practice interfere with each other. 

Only 4 students were at the last meeting. The school will deconflict the schedule to allow for better 

attendance. 

 

Harbor Master - Butch Neely: 66 boats in the marina; 47 PAYC, 19 PIC 71% PAYC occupancy rate. 

 

House and Grounds: David Bradly & Butch Neely –Thanks to Leslie Steele for painting many of the doors at 

the club. Due to a bad lock, the lock on the women’s bathroom was replaced with a keypad lock because the 

keyed locked stopped working. 

 

Pleasure Island Advisory Board: Paul Vera –Please contact Paul directly for information. 
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Club Boat and Boat Maintenance Program: Rodney Champagne – Lower unit oil had not been changed. Oil 

has not been provided. There has been no new fuel fitting connection provided. About Time is running fine 

as it is now. 

 

Lamar Racing: No Report 

 

New Business: Floating Dock needs to be replaced. It will need to be removed from current location and then 

hauled out of the water for survey of salvable material. Mike Martinez will head up the committee to 

repair/replace it. 

 

Old Business: The motion for the keypad locks from the October was incorrect in that the funding source 

was incorrect. Mike Wise moved to table the discussion on the locks and bring it up after we have the new 

budget. Art Lynd Seconded. Mike Wise amended his previous motion be rephrased to strike the voted on 

motion to purchase keypad locks in the October meeting and to address the keypad locks in the 2022 budget. 

Art seconded. Motion passed via verbal vote. 

 

Election Results: 

Commodore: Brian Meadowcroft 

Vice Commodore: Ted Mahavier 

Treasurer: Solomon Freimuth 

Secretary: Heather Oldbury 

Board Members: Art Lynd, Ken Rutty, Mike Wise, Mike Givens 

Trustee: Nicole Champagne. 

Paul adjourned the meeting at 2027. 

The next meeting will be at 1900 on Dec. 14, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Board Meeting  

Nov. 9, 2021 

The Board Meeting of PAYC was called to order at 2100 on Nov. 9, 2021 by Paul Vera. 

Present: In Person: Paul Vera, Brian Meadowcroft, Rodney & Nicole Champagne, Mike Wise, Mike Givens, 

and Ted Mahavier Guest(s): Don Hearn 

 

Treasurer report: Carry Over. 

Membership – There was one membership application were received: 

Craig & Jacqueline Willett – Ted moved to approve. Rodney Seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Socials: Carry Over 

 

Cruising: Carry over 

 

Old business: None. 

 

New Business: 

Ted Mahavier and Mike Givens will work together to develop and implement a plan to issue membership 

cards to club members. 

The club no longer has a CPA. The Treasurer has conducted research and determined the club does not need 

to have a CPA. 

The MagicJack number was reassigned to Ted Mahavier. 
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It was decided the outgoing Commodore will head up the January Award dinner, with the incoming 

Commodore assisting and learning from the event. 

Mike Wise moved that Ted Mahavier, having been elected as the 2022 Vice Commodore, start his term 

immediately, replacing Michael Wilson, and become an authorized signer on the Port Arthur Yacht Club 

bank accounts. Rodney Seconded. Motion passed. 

Ted Mahavier moved to adjourn the meeting. Mike Givens seconded. Meeting adjourned at 2145. 

The next board meeting will be Dec. 14, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft, Secretary, PAYC 

 

Calendar of Events 2021 

     
 

December  

December 4 Last Race of the Year (Racing) 

December 11 Lighted Boat Parade & Christmas Party (Socials) 

December 14 General and Board Meeting, 1900 New Officers Take over at Board Meeting  

 

January 2022 

January 1 Clubhouse is rented all day for a wedding 

January 8 Jack Painton/Marvin Campbell Memorial Regatta 1000 (Racing) 

January 11 Board Meeting (Budget & Calendar) 

January 22 Awards Banquet (Socials) 

 

Contact Us 
 

Website:  payc.us 

Check the website for information regarding the yearly calendar, bylaws and policies, 

membership applications, dues and fees, racing rules/procedures, Mainsheet past issues and 

club reservation policies. 

 

Phone:  409-356-6253 

Commodore: Paul Vera, commodore@payc.us 

Treasurer: Mike Givens, treasurer@payc.us 

Mainsheet Editor:  Cathleen Cole, cathcole@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

                                              
 

https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
mailto:treasurer@payc.us
mailto:cathcole@hotmail.com
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