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Commodore‟s Corner 
Commodore Russ Myers 

Hello everybody,  

Let me start out by apologizing for not writing an 

article for the March Mainsheet.  My life was really 

hectic last month, but it‟s a little better this month. 

In February, PAYC held its annual TSA youth regatta 

with 47 competitors competing in a two-day 

regatta. It was great to see the number of PAYC 

members that came out to help with the regatta. I 

would like to personally thank all the members that 

made the regatta a big success. After the awards 

ceremony, we received many compliments. 

After two cancellations of the Marvin Campbell race 

due to the weather, we have finally begun our 2011 

racing season with the March Thursday Night 

series. The number of people coming out to crew 

has been unbelievable.  We had 16 people who 

came out to crew for whoever needed help – to pull 

on sheets or just be movable ballast. 

It has been several years since we reviewed our 

club racing rules.  After the 24-Mar race, the 

skippers held a meeting to review and vote on what 

changes would improve the PAYC racing program. 

The PAYC Racing Rules will be posted on our 

website with the approved changes.  

As for the marina, PIC is still waiting for funding 

from FEMA. FEMA wants to treat the floating docks 

as a new project and fast-track it through the 

system. PIC has submitted all the necessary 

documents, and now they are waiting for a reply 

from FEMA. While I am talking about PIC, I called 

Jimmy Dike to get on the agenda at the next PIC 

meeting to present an argument for lowering slip 

fees. I was told that they were not letting anybody 

on the agenda to discuss slip fees; however, a 

meeting can be scheduled with the marina 

committee members. 

Hope to see you on the water!  

 

Ballot for PAYC Trustee 
Nominee:  Carolyn Worsham 

For _____  Against _____  

(Return ballot by mail to PAYC or email to 

secretary@payc.us or cast at the April meeting.) 
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APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 2-3 – Spindletop Multihull Regatta 

Apr 12 – PAYC General and Board Meetings 

Apr 16-17 – TBA Cruise 

Apr 7, 14, 21, 28 – Thursday Night Series #2 

Apr 28 – Contraband Cruise Skippers’ Meeting 

PAYC has a new member! 

Daniel Tatum:  Russ Myers has recruited another 

crew member!  Daniel is a familiar face around 

PAYC.  He has been a faithful crew member for 

Russ Hawkins for some time.  You‟ll also notice 

he had a hand in raising our flag pole. 

Welcome aboard! 
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PAYC Mainsheet – April 2011 

Cruising 
Mike Wise 

Spring has sprung, the time has changed and the 

weather is showing it.  We have a pretty good 

cruising calendar this year, and it starts this month. 

Let‟s start with the TBA cruise on the Apr 16-17.   I 

was out of town at the last meeting,  so I am 

turning to you guys to help me.  I will be sending 

out an email blast for ideas and we will pick a 

destination from there!   

Now, on to a farther destination:  Contraband Days 

in Lake Charles.   Harbormaster Denver Kaufman of 

the Lake Charles marina tells me that there are a 

few slips still available in the marina, and the civic 

center wall is opening up.  The slips in the marina 

are going fast, so if you plan on going, give Denver 

a call at 337.348.2040 or email him at 

harbormaster@cityoflc.us to reserve your slip.  The 

only thing wrong with the wall is there is no power.  

If you have a generator and don‟t mind using it, 

that is the only option there for power.  Denver can 

get water down there after the festival closes if 

needed.  You can overnight on the wall as well.  

The festival runs two weekends – starting on the 

weekend of 30-Apr and ending on the weekend of 

07-May.   

Since we are discussing May, the Deiter Junge 

Memorial Race/Cruise to Galveston will be held on 

Memorial Day Weekend.  If you are planning on 

making this fun run, contact the Galveston Yacht 

Basin at 409-762-9689 to reserve a slip.   

All right, PAYC, let‟s get ready to cruise… 

 

Junior Sailing 
Paul Vera – 409-363-3898 (cell)   

As you know, we are really fluid when it comes to 

junior sailing camp.  June 23-24-25-26 are the 

new dates. In talking to the people who have 

helped me over the years, it is easier for them to 

take off Thursday through Sunday, and it is also 

easier on the families to pick the kids up on Sunday 

instead of Monday.  Please make sure that the new 

dates are on your calendar.  

I will be working on boats almost every weekend, 

weather permitting, so come on out and try out the 

FJ or a Laser. 

Racing 
Paul Vera – 409-363-3898 (cell)  

Weather.  Anytime I start with the word weather, 

it‟s not a good thing.  We tried again to get the 

make-up for the Marvin Campbell run on 05-Mar; 

however, a front moved in and the weather was 

very wet and cold.  As a result, we rescheduled the 

Marvin Campbell again for 04-Jun. 

Some of you think that Thursday Night Races are 

too competitive and need to be toned way down so 

the pressure of the start won‟t scare anybody away. 

Some say we need a staggered start so we can all 

finish together and we don‟t have to score anybody 

because the order of the finish is the place you will 

get.  This train of thought would be great for 

beginners, but in order to adjust to this thought we 

have to have new boat owners that are willing to 

race with little experience or no experience in 

racing.  Then we can set aside a less intimidating 

course for the beginners to sail until they feel 

comfortable to sail initially in the Cruiser Class and 

ultimately in the Racing Class. Until this happens I 

see no need for change.  It‟s up to the skipper of 

each boat to make it fun for everybody on board, 

not the RC. 

Please look at the calendar and get your boat ready 

because we will start racing in earnest.  

mailto:harbormaster@cityoflc.us
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Flotsam and Jetsam 
Carolyn Worsham  

Come out and join the fun!   Bob Brammer hosted a 

spontaneously-scheduled “Light the Pit” party on 

19-Mar.  Those who attended enjoyed great food 

and great fellowship.  We even saw some faces we 

hadn‟t seen in a while – former commodores Gary 

King and Jack Moser accompanied by wives Pam 

and Jo Ann.  There was also a good turnout for the 

24-Mar Thursday night race.  Afterwards Rick 

Hughes and others prepared hot dogs for all 

participants.  A lively but healthy discussion of the 

racing program followed.    

Rumor has it that Bob Bailey was around the 

clubhouse last week.  Bob and Judy left PAYC 

aboard Pooh Bear  some 12-15 years ago and have 

been cruising the Mediterranean for the last several 

years.  Their plan, as I heard it, is to sail back 

across the pond next year. 

Clean Boating Tips 
From a brochure by TAMU Sea Grant Texas 

 Contain trash 

 Recycle 

 Prevent accidental spills 

 Fuel cautiously 

 Control oil in the bilge 

 Properly dispose of oil-absorbent materials 

 Clean gently 

 Maintain your vessel wisely 

 Never discharge raw sewage in US waters 

 Dispose of fish waste properly 

 Protect sensitive habitat 

 Be a responsible boater 

 

Boating Checklists Ensure Safety 
From an article by Brian Nelson, USPS Compass, Mar „11 

Prepare for all situations by creating and using 

checklists to ensure that equipment is ready, brief 

crew, and drill for possible emergencies. 

Emergency checklists:  Think about emergencies 

that could occur and how you would respond.  

Keep the steps clear and simple.  Include detailed 

information or sketches to reinforce critical items. 

If you are incapacitated, someone will need to take 

over.  Discuss the list with crew members to ensure 

that you have addressed all actions and concerns. 

Emergency radio communications: Prepare a 

mayday checklist as well as simple instructions on 

radio operation.  

Onboard fires: Detail the locations where fires are 

likely to occur, diagram the placement of fire 

extinguishers, and provide instructions on fire 

extinguisher use and alternative escape routes.  

Taking on water: Discuss the likely sources of 

flooding. Include a diagram of through-hull 

locations and their operation, a reminder to “taste 

before panicking,” and the location of pumps and 

operating instructions. 

Crew overboard: Include a list of what to do to 

rescue a victim and what to do if you are the victim.  

Storm prep: List tasks to perform before the storm. 

Abandon ship: Provide brief instructions on 

donning PFDs, preparing and launching the life raft 

or dinghy, and locating the ditch bag. Provide a 

brief list of what else to grab if there‟s time.  

Non-emergency checklists 

Routine activities: Create instructions for routine 

activities such as using the head or range. 

Location, location: List the location of items such 

as the first aid kit, life jackets and harnesses, 

flares, flashlights, and fire extinguishers, as well as 

switches and controls for critical equipment. 

Before shoving off: Other lists include topics to 

cover in crew briefings and pre-departure 

maintenance and inventory checks needed before 

getting under way for short or extended trips. 
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Minutes for March 8, 2010 
Board Attendees:  Russ Myers, Paul Vera, Ricky 

Richardson, Art Lynd, Mike Wise, Alan Aldredge, 

Larry Lognion 

Member Attendees:  Bill and Carolyn Worsham, Bob 

Brammer 

Guest:  Daniel Tatum 

Treasurer‟s Report:  (Email secretary@payc.us.) 

Membership:  Daniel Tatum was approved for 

membership.  Resignations were received for 

George & Jean Taylor, Mike Taggert, and Don 

Miller.  Memberships were forfeited by Kevin 

Thibeault, Darrel Reeves, John Sheppard, and Chris 

Reid. The following members are delinquent: Brent 

Hartford and Donovan Garrett. 

Harbormaster:  There was mention of the pedestal 

lights not working. 

Racing:  Paul Vera stated that the make-up date for 

Marvin Campbell is 04-Jun.  Skippers‟ meeting is 

scheduled for 1000.  The Thursday Night Series 

starts on 17-Mar with Skippers‟ meetings at 1800. 

Junior Sailing:  Paul reported a small profit was 

made during the TSA Valentine‟s event in February.  

There is intention on working on the prams in 

preparation for Junior Sailing Camp. 

House & Grounds:  The flag pole was mounted in 

front of the clubhouse by Russ Myers, Daniel 

Tatum, and Scott Lambert. 

Cruising:  None 

Socials:  An unscheduled “Light the Pit” social will 

be held on 19-Mar about 1600. 

Safety:  None 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:  A ballot nominating Carolyn 

Worsham as Trustee will be posted in the April 

Mainsheet.  
 

 
 

Spindletop Multihull Regatta 
Ricky Richardson, (409) 882-4847  

The Spindletop Multihull Regatta is scheduled for 

this weekend (Apr 2-3), and we will have several 

competitors from out of town.  Racing is scheduled 

for Saturday and Sunday.  Awards will be presented 

shortly after racing concludes on Sunday. 

We should have at least 4 F18‟s, possibly 3 Hobie 

17s, and several non-spinnaker boats. Come watch 

some fast-paced racing or just help out. All PAYC 

members are welcomed at this event.  

Results of Thursday Night Series #1 
 Cruisers Fleet (three races; one throw-out) 

1:  Art Lynd (2) 

2:  Steve Romius (3) 

3:  Chuck Devenzio (7) 

4:  Bob Brammer (8) 

 Racers Fleet (three races; one throw-out) 

1:  Russ Myers (2) 

2:  Ken Rutty (3) 

3:  Paul Vera (4) 

4:  Martin Novich (7) 

Cumulative Points for Racing Awards 
 Top Gun Award – Russ Myers (1), Ken Rutty (2), 

Paul Vera (3), Martin Novich (4) 

 Best of the Cruising Fleet – Art Lynd (1), Steve 

Romeis (2), Chuck Devenzio (3), Bob Brammer 

(4) 

 Danny Murphy Award – Russ Myers (3), Art Lynd 

(3), Ken Rutty (2), Steve Romeis (2), Paul Vera 

(1), Chuck Devenzio (1), Martin Novich (0.5), Bob 

Brammer (0.5) 

Notice – Notice - Notice! 

Invoices for the dues and initiation fees went 

out in early February.  Please remit promptly.  If 

you did not receive an invoice, please contact 

treasurer@payc.us.  Former PAYC members who 

are interested in re-establishing memberships  

should also contact the Treasurer.   
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Name 

Port Arthur Yacht Club, Inc. 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd.  

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

Telephone 

409-356-6253  

Email 

payc@payc.us  

Officers 

Russ Myers, Commodore 

Chuck Devenzio, Rear Commodore 

Paul Vera, Vice Commodore 

Ricky Richardson, Secretary 

Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 

 

PAYC is on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://payc.us 

Motto 

PAYC – The Fun Spot of 
Southeast Texas 

Port Arthur Yacht Club 

410 Pleasure Island Blvd. 

Port Arthur, TX  77640 

 

 Board of Directors:  

Larry Lognion, Mike Wise, Mark Feeney, Steve Swanson, and 

Art Lynd (Past Commodore) 

Trustees:  

Ken Rutty and Bob Brammer 

Harbormaster:  

Russ Myers (Acting) 

Mainsheet/Website:  

Carolyn Worsham 

Reserving the PAYC Clubhouse (Members Only): 

Email clubhouse@payc.us or contact a club officer. Visit payc.us for a 

reservation application after the date is cleared. 

Next General/Board Meeting:  

Tuesday, Apr 12, 2011, 1900, PAYC Clubhouse 

Board Meeting immediately follows the General Meeting. 

Request a PAYC Roster: 

Email roster@payc.us. 

Mainsheet Delivery: 

Email mainsheet@payc.us or contact the PAYC Secretary to move from 
USPO delivery to email delivery or vice versa. 
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