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COMMODORE'S CORNER: 
 
The lease agreement is still up in the air and we are waiting on PIC to draw up a lease that we can look at. We do plan on 
sending it to our lawyer for proofing and advice. I hope that we can finally get it resolved.  This has been in the making for 
years. 
 
Just remember we have come a long way since Hurricane Ike when only 5 boats were left floating in the marina and the rest 
were up on the levee. We rescued a few but lost most of them. It’s a shame we couldn't save more boats but a lot of the 
owners took the insurance money and ran.  
 
What we have now is a very good group of sailors, and sailors who care. I hope that the Pleasure Island Commission gets 
away from politics and uses common sense when it comes to the lease. If they don't, we as a club are going to have learn to 
sail in “uncharted” waters and that's when we do our best sailing! 
 
March winds, are you kidding me? They have been very, very strong and demanding but those cruiser skippers love them. 
With all the weight they carry they need all the wind they can get. As for the Racing Fleet it has been another story. With 
bleeding and soreness for days, the racing skippers go out in the winds hoping their boats hold together, race while being 
shorthanded, and hope that they don't hit the wall. On the weekends only a few have ventured out, all have made it back 
with all their toes and fingers and with more war stories.  
 
All is well at Port Arthur Yacht Club and we are still looking at floating docks that have been finished for months. 
 
Paul Vera "minus the green hair" 409-963-3525 

 
This picture of Art was taken at the St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
aka the Chili when it’s Chilly and Beer Tasting event.  
 
Congratulations to Ginger Ardoin for her first place chili and 
great job to Ettie Haley for organizing the party and 
decorating the club. 
 
 

           Art Lynd loves green. 
 
 
 



Lamar University Sailing Club: 
 
 
The Lamar University Sailing Club is up and running! LUSC has held several meetings at Lamar and are all 
looking forward to more time on the water. Ted Mahavier and Paul Vera have attended their meetings which are 
typically held on Friday afternoon’s at 4:30 at Kampus Korner on the LU campus.  
 
On Saturday, March 3rd four of them joined us for the Olympic race, which was canceled due to low water. 
Braving 20 knot winds, cold temperatures and low tides Steve Romeis, Jim Richardson, Paul Vera and Ted 
Mahavier slipped out through the mud on Jammin’ and Aftermath to take Kadeesha, Kevin, Taylor and Zach out 
for a three hour tour… a three hour tour. Everyone had a great time as the pix on the PAYC Facebook page attest! 
 
If you haven’t joined Facebook, and aren’t among America’s Most Wanted, you should just to see the PAYC 
group! Ted will occasionally announce LUSC events that arise at the last minute there, begging for your help. And 
you’ll get to see the pix as they happen thanks to Steve Romeis shutter-happy fingers. 
LUSC has set up their calendar and they hope to come down for both Thursday night racing and on Sundays to 
hone their skills on the water. If you can oversee them on a Sunday to help them learn to launch and sail the small 
fleet, then don’t hesitate to contact the club commodore AJ Webb and set a date.  
And for all you racers who hate to cook, there was talk of the club doing some fundraising by cooking for our 
racing meetings. I offered to cover all food and some extra money for the club if they will cook and clean for me 
one night since I have kids to get home right after the races. 
Club Commodore: AJ Webb ajwebb@lamar.edu, 214.208.1434.  
Friday Meetings at Kampus Korner at 4:30: March 22nd, April 5th and 19th, and May 3rd.  
PAYC/LUSC Liaison: Ted Mahavier ted.mahavier@gmail.com, 409.338.8908 
 

 
 

or Sailing: 
                       __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Junior Sailing: 
 
Registration forms for junior sailing camp will be ready next month. We already have a list of 10 who are interested in 
participating. Once again the dates are June 20-23. In addition, we need all the volunteers we can get to help with the camp. Please 
call me if you plan on helping and watch for the posting of the registration form. 
 
Paul Vera 
409-363-3898 
 

Lamar sailing club. Enjoying a day of 
sailing. 

mailto:ajwebb@lamar.edu�
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________________________________________________________________________ 

Racing Report 

Mother Nature’s Running Joke 

 As you all know the weather has not been very friendly to my race schedule this year. So far I have had to cancel more than 
a few races due to assorted weather conditions.  From no wind to wind that could be damaging to some of our club 
members boats. With that being said, please don’t hold the weather against me, I can’t control it!!!!!   

Our first Olympic regatta of the year was interesting with the various weather conditions. The first race was postponed to 
the following day by unanimous vote. Russ Meyers was able to pull out the win over Richard Hughes with Ken Rutty 
bringing up the rear. As for the cruising fleet, Art Lynd took first with Steve Romeis in second and Greg Lynd in third.  The 
second race of the regatta went off without a hitch. Surprisingly, the race had the same results minus the third place 
competitors who did not compete.  Due to circumstances beyond my control the third and final race of the regatta was 
cancelled due to lack of participation.  

With the beginning of Daylight Savings comes the Thursday night race series. This year the series will introduce the 
multihulls as a new class of participants. This was the first chance to see what our fluid commodore’s new boat will do in a 
race.  With some practice Paul and Apache Wind may turn into a real force to be reckoned with. To date we have been able 
to only complete one of my scheduled races, the weather has not been kind. Ricky Richardson took first in the multihulls by 
a very wide margin. Richard Hughes took first, defeating Paul Vera and Robert Latimer. For the cruising class, Art Lynd took 
first over Steve Romeis and Greg Lynd. 

Please check the racing schedule for our upcoming races and I hope to see you on the water.   

“Whether the weather be fine, Whether the weather be not, Whether the weather be cold, Whether the weather be hot, 
We'll weather the weather, Whatever the weather, Whether we like it or not” ~Unknown 

Daniel Tatum 
Race Chairman 
                    ________________________________________________________________________Look for registration 
forms next month, we have a started list of students wanting to attend and we are 
Cruising Report  
 
I think it’s safe to say that the third attempt of the Sabine Lighthouse trek was a success! Despite the chilly temperature, fog 
and mist (and threat of stormy weather before the days end), six boats left PAYC around 1030 heading south. The trip to 
the lighthouse went smoothly and we anchored off the coast of the lighthouse. Kayaks were offloaded and the dinghy was 
dropped and the adventure began. For those who don’t know, it’s quite a trip from the anchorage to Cameron Bayou which 
leads to the lighthouse.  However, the kayakers prevailed and the dinghy inched its way, at times in a foot of water.  After 
tromping around the lighthouse and taking quite a few pictures (see collage) we headed back to the boats, making a safe 
return to the marina.  This much anticipated trip, to this historic landmark, turned out to be everything we hoped for. 
 
Those cruising to the Sabine Lighthouse were Ted and Austin Mahavier with Jim Richardson on Aftermath; Mike Wise and 
Ettie Haley on Sanity; Art and Annette Lynd with Lucia Barbar on Seahawk; Steve and Lisa Romeis on Jammin’; Craig 
Belaire on Cop a Lean and Ruth and I on Pura Vida.  
 
Our next cruise is an overnighter to Shell Island on April 13; captains meeting at 1000. The plan is to meet up with 
powerboats from the power squadron and hitch a ride to Peggy’s for supper. Even if you can’t stay the night, we hope you’ll 
consider making the cruise with us. We have a fun group of “cruisers” and we hope you will join us on future cruises. 
 
Greg Lynd 
Cruising Director 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sabine Lighthouse Cruise 2013 
 



 
 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
General Meeting 
March 12, 2013 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Art Lynd 
Greg Lynd 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Russ Myers 
Butch Neely 
Johnny Otto 
Ted Mahavier 
Ruth Hoyle 
Ricky Richardson 
John Ardion 
Glinda Fortner, BSA Sea Scouts 
Greyson Fortner, BSA sea Scouts  
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 2019 hours. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise reported that Ivan Rivero made application for membership to the PAYC.  The 
application will be considered in the Director's Meeting.   
 
TREASURER:  Alan Aldredge reported 
 
PIC:   Paul Vera reported 1) that one of the PIC commissioners wanted the public to have complete access to the 
marina.  2) that the PAYC  lease is being reconsidered by PIC. One possibility for the new lease might be a 5yr 
lease that automatically renews in 5 year increments for up to 25 years provided stipulations within the lease have 
been met by the PAYC prior to each renewal period.  A new lease might have an Overflow Agreement as well,  3) 
Art commended the Lease Committee for their work.   
 
HARBORMASTER:   Russ Myers indicated 1) the breakwater issues continue, 2) that the conduit had to be moved 
3) a project completion date or move-into-your-slip date has not been decided and that no one should move their 
boat into a slip until such date is determined. 
 
RACING:  Russ Myers said that 1) the Olympic Racing series for March began and that he won the first two races. 
2) The Thursday night series for March will be on the 14th, 21st, and 28th, with the Skipper's meetings at 1800 hours 
and that he would be providing the first dinner. 
 
HOUSE and GROUNDS:  Alan reported that the Internet is operational again. 
 
CRUISING:  Greg Lynd said that 1) the Lighthouse Cruise is set for March 23rd with a 10:00 hours Skipper's 
meeting.  2) April 13th is the Shell Island Cruise/Peggy's restaurant. 
 



SOCIALS:  1) Paul Vera stated that a chilli dinner celebrating St. Patrick's Day will be hosted Saturday March 16, 
2013 at 6:00pm at the marina.   
 
LAMAR SAILING CLUB:  Ted Mahavier reported 1) He, Steve Romeis, and Paul Vera, took 4 LU students out 
for a sail on Aftermath and Jammin, 2) that some of the other LU students may race with members in the Thursday 
night series.     
 
JR. SAILING:   Paul Vera stated that this year's Sailing Camp will be June 20-23, 2013.  Fees are $85 for 
members' children and $95 for non-members' children. 
 
SEA SCOUTS:  Greyson Fortner reported 1) that the scouts would like to start racing with members on the fourth 
Thursday of each month, 2) that t-shirts bearing the Altair logo are pending production, 3) the scouts' website, with 
calendar, is Ship2012.org, 4) that seven of the scouts have committed to camp 5) that Brandon Boise is progressing 
forward with his Eagle project, 6) the Venturing rendezvous is set for this weekend. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  1) Chuck DeVenzio suggested that the numbers for the 1000 foot cut entrance be made 
available to members and the public.  2) Paul Vera reported that Bout' Time had been back in the shop and the 
repairs totaled approximately $106 more than that budgeted for in 2013.  Butch Neely motioned that excess funds 
($106.00) be put into the Boat Maintenance Fund to cover the expenses.  Russ Myers seconded the motion and it 
passed without objection. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Richardson stated that Ashley Gaston, KFDM News Anchor, indicated she would be 
present for the April General Meeting to receive an Appreciation Award from the PAYC. 
 
Russ Myers motioned to adjourn the meeting, Greg Lynd seconded.  The motion passed without objection and the 
general meeting ended at 2113 hours, March 12, 2013. 

 
 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 
Director's Board Meeting 

March 12, 2013 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Paul Vera, Commodore 
Mike Wise, Vice Commodore 
Alan Aldredge, Treasurer 
Jim Richardson, Secretary 
Art Lynd 
Chuck DeVenzio 
Russ Myers 
Butch Neely 
 
 
Paul Vera called the meeting to Order at 2121 hours. 
 
REPORTS: 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Mike Wise submitted a membership application for Ivan Rivero.  Russ Myers motioned that the 
application be accepted.  Mike Wise seconded, the motion was approved without objection.   
 
The following committees' reports “Carried-Over” from the General Meeting of 3-12-2013. 
TREASURER   
PIC    



HARBORMASTER    
RACING   
HOUSE and GROUNDS   
CRUISING  
SOCIALS  
JR. SAILING   
SEA SCOUTS   
LAMAR SAILING CLUB 
OLD BUSINESS   
 
NEW BUSINESS: Paul Stated that the PAYC printer needed toner and that he was going to order it. 
 
 
Russ Myers motioned to adjourn the meeting, Alan Aldredge seconded.  The motion passed without objection and 
the Director's Board meeting ended at 2132 hours, March 12, 2013. 

2013 PAYC Administration 

Officers 

Commodore - Paul Vera 
Vice Commodore - Mike Wise 

Secretary - Jim Richardson 
Treasurer - Alan Aldredge 

Board of Directors 

Ken Rutty 
Daniel Tatum 
Craig Belaire 

Art Lynd 
Russ Myers (Past Commodore) 

Mainsheet Editor and Webmaster - Group 
Harbormaster - Russ Myers 

Committee Chairs 

Racing -  Daniel Tatum 
Cruising - Greg Lynd 

Socials - Songa Gremillion/Group Effort 
House and Grounds - Everybody 

Junior Sailing - Paul Vera 
Membership - Mike Wise 

Clubhouse Reservations - Songa Gremillion 
Safety - Everybody 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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