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Commodore’s Corner – Paul Vera 

 

THE ELECTION/AWARD NOMINEES BALLOT IS AT THE END OF THIS ISSUE.  

 

At the November General Meeting, our club has an opportunity to vote on leadership and 

acknowledge the accomplishments of our members. PAYC has and always will be evolving with 

the direction of our bylaws set forth by our founding members. Our history is long, with many 

people that have added a little spice to the gumbo that is our club. 

 

Racing and Adult Sailing Report – Paul Vera 

 

Racing: Racing is coming to a close with just two left. Single-Hand Race is scheduled for Nov. 

20 with the skippers meeting at 10 a.m. The Last Race of The Year (LROTY) is on Dec. 4 with 

the skippers meeting at 10 a.m. 

        Results from the Island Cup held Oct. 2: On the racing side, Ken Rutty took line honors 

over both fleets in light air followed by the Cruisers Brian Meadowcroft and Michael Martinez. 

        Long Distance Race #2 held Sept. 25 had Richard Hughes first, Ken Rutty second and Ted 

Mahavier third. In the cruising fleet, Brian Meadowcroft took first followed by Troy Blakeney. 

         A Race Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Nov.18 at 6:30 p.m. We will go over the racing program 

for 2022. 

 

Adult Sailing: A class is scheduled on Sunday, Nov. 7 at 2 p.m. Weather permitting, instruction will be on 

the water. The cost is $45 for non-members. This class is for the first-time sailor wanting to learn about 

sailing. 

 

Thomas Jefferson Middle School Sail Club: PAYC embarked on a new port of call. The first sail club in 

our area at the middle-school level has been established. On Nov. 8, the first class will begin. The class has 

23 students signed up. I look forward to meeting and opening that door to the life-long sport of sailing. I'm 

looking for volunteers that are knowledgeable about sailing in teaching our youth. 

 

Knot-A-Heads: Dallas Corinthian Yacht Club is a wonderful place to sail. Our youth learned how to race in 

18-to-25-knot-plus winds. David Wyse continues to compete in a very competitive Laser Radial Fleet. He 

competed at DCYC in 10 races and out of 6 competitors he placed 5th. David also has completed 5 regattas, 

thus qualifying for placing in the year-end trophies presentation at Corpus Christi Yacht Club on Nov. 20-21. 

David is well on his way to becoming a very good sailor.  

Caleb Alwine is sailing an Optimist and completed his 3rd regatta in the green fleet and is moving up. 

He sailed 11 races at DCYC in a fleet of 18 competitors. His best race was 4th, and he finished 10th overall. 
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Lilian Couch was sailing an Optimist in her first regatta and finished 11th. Her brother Reginald had a 

major boat failure finishing his only race in 11th place.  

Now we have 7 sailors competing and are making a name for PAYC. PAYC is very fortunate to have 

parents that support and take the time out in their busy lives and take their young sailors to compete on the 

Texas Youth Sailing Circuit. There is talk about PAYC resuming a regatta spot on the TSA youth circuit. 

This will take time and work. With coordination from our club, this may happen in the near future.  

Once again, thank you to those who have given and volunteered to make this program happen. 

 

November 20-21 

Corpus Christi Yacht Club 

TSA End of Year: Changes in L’attitude 

TSA End of Year Awards and KO Sailing Texas State Optimist Champs 

 

Junior Sailing Report – Ted Mahavier 

 
Our new dolly wheels have arrived. We’ve purchased a compressor to replace the dying  

one I donated a few years back. We may have found a Mercury 2.5 HP for the J/22.    

Boaters Resale came through with two more checks totaling nearly $300. David Bradley  

has a Laser II trailer that he promised to refit for the club, so we would have a spare. 

 

 

Socials Report – Nicole Champagne 
There will be a Thanksgiving dinner during the monthly meeting on Nov. 9. Don’t forget to bring a side 

dish! On Dec. 11, the Lighted Boat Parade is scheduled for 6 p.m. followed by our annual Christmas Party. If 

you want to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a gift valued at $30. Also, please bring an appetizer 

to share. Reminder: The clubhouse is rented on Nov. 11 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and on Jan. 1 all day for a 

wedding. 

 

Calling Junior Sailors to Come Aboard! 
 

Ahoy Junior Sailors! It’s your time to shine with your creativity! We want your fictional 

and non-fictional sailing stories and sailing-themed artwork (drawings and photos) for the 

Mainsheet. We’re still working out the details and deadlines but start thinking of ideas. 

(Parents, grandparents and guardians reading this: Please encourage your young sailors to 

get creative and submit stories or artwork! You and they will be proud to see their work in 

the newsletter with their byline.)  
 

Junior Sailor crews on sailboat for the Harvest Moon Regatta 
By Elijah Champion 

When I was first asked to go with my dad on the Harvest Moon Regatta in October this 

year, I hesitated to say yes. Based on previous trips in the gulf with no wind, I wasn’t all 

excited to go. I like the excitement of going fast. The only reason I had agreed to go was 

because I was told there would no doubt be at least some wind. 

When we got to the boat in Galveston Thursday morning, there was so much fog 

we couldn’t see the other side of the river. We finally left around noon, and then the fog 

kept drifting in and out. It finally cleared up when we got to the starting line a few hours 
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later. It was amazing to see all the boats around us! I had never seen so many boats in one place. 

We finally started along with the 5 other boats in our class an hour or so later. When it grew dark 

after some real good sailing, I went to bed. The next morning when I went up top, I noticed we were right 

next to an oil rig! After barely getting passed it, the captain, Mr. Niles, explained to me that the wind had 

died out completely when we were passing by the rig. A minute or two after the incident, we lost complete 

steerage! For almost 4 hours, we sat there watching everyone pass by while we kept unwillingly going in 

circles. 

Finally, the wind picked up and we got moving again. We were in the middle of the bunch, which 

wasn’t too bad, but we still tried our hardest to catch up. After a few hours or so, I suggested we turn to go 

on a reach instead of going wing-on-wing, which is what we were doing at the moment. At first, the idea was 

put off to the side, but finally we did, and we made much better speed because of it. 

When we were on a good course and we trimmed the sails as best as possible, I noticed the waves 

getting bigger. They were about 2 to 3 feet tall! I know some of you who are reading this might think it is 

silly to think those are big waves, but again, I’ve never been in the gulf when there was good wind about. 

The waves kept rolling the boat back and forth, but they gave us an extra push. It was great! Finally, around 

10, I went to bed. 

From what I heard, we finished around midnight Friday evening, which ended my first Harvest Moon 

Regatta. I was awoken by my father and he and I walked to the hotel my mother was staying in. Saturday, we 

wandered around and explored the area. When the evening came, we went to the barbecue. We got a picture 

for we had won 3rd place. The race was better than I ever expected. Given the chance, I would definitely do 

it again next year. 

 

Junior Sailor helps on return sail from the Harvest Moon Regatta 
By Daphne Champion 

A couple of days ago, my dad, Brian, and brother, Elijah, raced on a boat in the Harvest Moon 

Regatta. My mom, Crystal, other brother, Isaak, and I drove to Port Aransas where the race awards were. 

We met the captain of the boat, Mr. Niles, and the daughter Aeryn. She is seven, but we always hung out. 

We went to the beach and rented a golf cart. We were acting like twins. How? Well when we sent out to eat, 

we got the same thing. We did everything together. 

To get the boat home, to Galveston, they had to sail. So I went on the boat and played with Aeryn. It 

was a two-day trip and I get seasick very easy. I slept on and off for the first day but after that I was all good. 

Aeryn and I played on tablets and phones for a while. We saw dolphins around us. A bird joined us. About 

halfway through the trip we had to stop and fill up on fuel. So we got soda and ice cream. 

We had a lot of fun and I would do it again to see Aeryn. Maybe next year! 

 

Port Arthur Yacht Club Minutes – Brian Meadowcroft 

                 

Port Arthur Yacht Club (PAYC) 

General Meeting  

Oct. 12, 2021 

The regular meeting of the PAYC was called to order 1900 on Oct. 12, 2021, by Paul Vera. 

Present: 

In Person: Paul Vera, Brian & Crystal Meadowcroft, Mike & Barbie Martinez, Cory & Heather Oldbury, 

Gary Hollier, Rodney & Nicole Champagne, Judy Walters, David Bradley, Ted Mahavier, Butch Neely, 

Mike Givens, Mike Wise, and Troy Blakeney, Don Hearn, Drake Thibodaux, and Wynn Wyse 

. 

Guests: No Guests were present 
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Approval of August Minutes: Paul Vera moved to approve the minutes; Mike Martinez Seconded; motion 

passed via verbal vote. 

Treasurer: Mike Givens – Please contact the treasurer to have access to the reports or expensive/loss sheets 

for any specific account. Information on the status of the bank change over and debit cards was presented. 

Membership: Paul Vera – It is the responsibility of everyone as we have no Vice Commodore. There are 

three membership applications to be considered at the Board Meeting. 

Socials: Nicole Champagne – Boat’er Treat is canceled. There will be a Thanksgiving dinner at the 

November meeting. 

The Lighted Boat Parade will be at 1800 on Dec. 11, 2021 and the yearly Christmas Party will follow 

afterwards. There will be a gift exchange, with a $30 limit. 

The club is rented on Thursday 14 & 21 October, Saturday October 23, 2021, Thursday Nov. 11, 2021, and 

Saturday Jan. 1, 2022. 

The Sea Scouts will be out on the weekend of 22-23 Oct, 2021. 

Cruising: Chris Boone. Brian Meadowcroft Reported – The US Coast Guard Auxiliary conducted voluntary 

exams on 5 boats, 4 passed. 

Racing: Paul Vera – Troy Blakeney’s boat, YOGO, is rated at 187. 

Half Moon Regatta was actually supposed to be a multihull regatta. The NOR was never produced. The club 

has never done three weekends of racing in a row. It will be scored, but it will not count for the overall 

scoring. 

Oct. 30, 2021, Long Distance Race #3 Skipper’s Meeting is at 1000. A Long-Distance Race is planned to be 

between one to two hours. 

Junior Sailing - Ted Mahavier: 

Our most exciting news is that our very own Junior Sailor Butterfly Brooks has accepted an invitation to join 

the Texas A&M Sailing Team! Her first regatta representing Texas A&M will be at Newport Rhode Island 

sailing an FJ in the Moody Trophy Regatta, Oct. 2-3, 2021. 

We have secured the necessary cam cleats and will soon update the deck hardware on the J/22. 

We are scheduling the Sunfish two at a time for refitting and painting. If you are interested in refitting one 

(sand, paint, name, remove/replace hardware as needed), then please let me know. We will provide rub rail 

and any necessary deck hardware. We can likely provide the paint if you don’t want to choose the type and 

color. Paul Vera plans to meet with Rainbow Fiberglass to discuss ideas for refits. Sam Showalter will take 

one home soon to work on. Mickey Rouse will take one December - January. Our goal is never to have more 

than two of them off-site at once so that any event on the water has access to boats. Mike Blakeney, Peter 

Kolp, Brian Meadowcroft and myself have expressed interest in tackling one when the time is right! 

We have dolly wheels on order to continue to improve the fleet (one dolly has dead tires). We scrapped out 

one of our worst Lasers. Paul Vera continues to beautify the Opti fleet and has even added some color to the 

floating dock by screwing surplus life jackets on for bumpers! 

The floating dock still needs two more brackets purchased and installed. We still need to plan, order, and 

replace the main floating dock. We still need a 2.5 hp two stroke for the J/22. 

I strongly believe that we need a standing committee consisting of all those vested in Junior Sailing to help 

make the big decisions – storage, pram rules, floating dock decisions, fleet decisions so that there is a priority 

list, a long-term plan, and a short-term plan. JSC is too much for one individual to oversee! 

Junior Racing – Paul Vera: 

See Report in the Mainsheet. 

Sea Scouts - Don Hearn: The Scouts had a sailing weekend September 11-12, 2021 at the Club. They really 

enjoy the small boats and want to have more time on the small boats. October 23, 2021 the American’s 

Boating Club will be bringing a boat to the club to conduct a class with the Sea scouts. Don Hearn will see if 

they will offer spots to the club. 

High School Sailing Program - Paul Vera: 23 kids have been accepted into the club by the school. The club 

will meet 2 days a month on every other Mondays. 

Harbor Master - Butch Neely: 64 boats in the marina; 45 PAYC, 19 PIC 70% occupancies rate. 
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House and Grounds: David Bradly & Butch Neely – Butch is in the process of collecting bids to correct the 

facial boards on the sunroom. Butch received a bid of $419 for replacement of the door to the locker in the 

back of the club house. The door to the lady’s bathroom was replaced by Leslie Steele and Butch Neely. 

Adult Sailing: Paul Vera – Nov. 7, 2021 at 1400, Adult Sailing Class. This will be the last class of the year. 

Pleasure Island Advisory Board: Paul Vera – PAYC will touch base with PIC once a month. 

Club Boat and Boat Maintenance Program: Rodney Champagne – About Time needs repairs for the fuel 

filter. It runs in its current condition. The bilge is reported to be dry. 

Lamar Racing: No Report 

Paul paused the meeting to conduct a closed, Special Meeting Board in the Sunroom. 

New Business: 

Barbie moved to spend up to $400 purchase and install four door handle keypad locks on both bathrooms, 

the kitchen pantry and back door for the club house by January with funds from the Improvement fund. Judy 

Seconded. The motion passed. 

Paul adjourned the meeting at 2048. 

The next meeting will be the Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner meeting on Nov. 9th, 2021 at 1900. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Board Meeting  

Oct. 12, 2021 

The Board Meeting of the PAYC was called to order at 2058 on October 12, 2021 by Paul Vera. 

Present: 

In Person: Paul Vera, Brian Meadowcroft, Rodney & Nicole Champagne, Mike Wise, Butch Neely, Mike 

Givens, Ted Mahavier 

Treasure report – Carry Over. 

Membership – Three new membership applications were received: 

Stephen Jara, Brian moved to accept the membership, Ted Seconded. Passed via verbal vote. 

Scott Hogan, Brian moved to accept the membership, Rodney Seconded. Passed via verbal vote. 

Clayton Davis, Brian moved to accept the membership, Ted Seconded. Passed via verbal vote. 

Socials: Carry Over 

Cruising: -- Carry over 

Old business: 

The Boat Rules committee will be formed with Paul Vera as the Chair. Ted, Brian, Mike Wise, and Don 

Heard will be members of the committee. 

New Business: None 

Brian Moved to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 2146. 

The next board meeting will be November 9th, 2021. 

Minutes submitted by Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Calendar of Events 2021 

  
 

November  

November 1 Ballots due to Mainsheet  

November 7 Daylight Savings Ends 

November 9 General and Board Meeting, 1900 Voting & Thanksgiving Potluck  

November 11 Clubhouse is rented from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

November 13 Redfish Tournament (Cruising) 
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November 20 Single-Handed Race, 1000 (Racing) 

 

December  

December 4 Last Race of the Year (Racing) 

December 11 Lighted Boat Parade & Christmas Party (Socials) 

December 14 General and Board Meeting, 1900 New Officers Take over at Board Meeting  

 

January 2022 

January 1 Clubhouse is rented all day for a wedding 

January 8 Jack Painton/Marvin Campbell Memorial Regatta 1000 (Racing) 

January 11 Board Meeting (Budget & Calendar) 

January 22 Awards Banquet (Socials) 

 

Contact Us 
 

Website:  payc.us 

Check the website for information regarding the yearly calendar, bylaws and policies, 

membership applications, dues and fees, racing rules/procedures, Mainsheet past issues and 

club reservation policies. 

 

Phone:  409-356-6253 

Commodore: Paul Vera, commodore@payc.us 

Treasurer: Mike Givens, treasurer@payc.us 

Mainsheet Editor:  Cathleen Cole, cathcole@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

                                              
 

https://www.payc.us/
mailto:commodore@payc.us
mailto:treasurer@payc.us
mailto:cathcole@hotmail.com
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ELECTION BALLOT AND AWARD NOMINEES 
 

Section D. Other Voting Rights and Responsibilities  

1. It is the voter's responsibility to keep current contact information on file with the Club Secretary.  

2. It is the voter's responsibility to see that any mail ballot is mailed or delivered to the Secretary by the day 

of the vote.  

3. A mail ballot shall constitute a member present for general membership and special meetings.  

4. A proxy vote may be cast by any member on behalf of another member, provided the proxy is granted in 

writing.  

5. A proxy vote shall constitute a member present for general membership and special meetings.   

 

2022 Officer and Board Ballot Nominees for Officers 

Officers:  

Commodore: ____ Paul Vera      ____ Brian Meadowcroft  

Vice Commodore: ____ Ted Mahavier  

Secretary: ____ Heather Oldbury  

Treasurer: ____Solomon Freimuth  

 

Board Members: Nominees for Board (vote for four): 

 ____ Mike Blakeney ____ Ken Rutty ____ Mike Wise ____ Mike Givens ____ Art Lynd  

 

Trustee: (vote for one) ____ Nicole Champagne 

 

2022 Honor Award Selection Ballot (Vote for one or write in). 

Novice of the Year Criteria: Is a new sailor (less than one year as a member of PAYC.) Shows a 

willingness to accept responsibilities in promoting club activities and demonstrates improved sailing abilities 

through participation in major and minor sailing activities both in the lake and surrounding waters. 

Nominees: 

____Solomon Freimuth 

____Matt & Leslie Steele 

____Ashton Burkett 

____Michael & Barbie Martinez 

____Greg Mistler 

 

John Ardoin Yachtsman of the Year Criteria: Participates in club activities at a high level, demonstrates 

sailing skills and ability through participation in both major and minor sailing activities, gets along well with 

others, and shows a willingness to accept leadership roles in promoting club activities. 

Nominees:  

____ Paul Vera 

____ David Bradley 

____ Ted Mahavier 

____ Brian Meadowcroft 

____ John Ardoin 

 

John Blair Memorial Criteria: Provides outstanding service to the club. 

Nominees: 

____ Nicole & Rodney Champagne 

____ Matt & Leslie Steele 

____ Brian & Crystal Meadowcroft 

____ David Bradley 
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Skipper of the Year: Vic Scalco Memorial Criteria: Participates in a majority of club activities, 

demonstrates racing skills and abilities by placing well in a fleet or class and displays sportsmanship and a 

positive competitive attitude.  

Nominees: 

____ Ted Mahavier 

____ Richard Hughes 

____ Art Lynd 

____ David Bradley 

____ Brian Meadowcroft 

 

Racing Crewperson of the Year Criteria: Crews in many races either as a crewperson on their boat or as a 

“fill-in” on another boat; demonstrates ability and skills in handling sails in various weather conditions; 

exhibits a positive attitude toward the skipper and crews of other boats; demonstrates an ability to withstand 

the harsh atmosphere of a racing boat; is willing to return time and again to develop winning skills required 

by a winning crew on a winning boat. 

Nominees: 

____ Solomon Freimuth  

____ John Ardoin  

____ Steve Romeis  

____ Matt Steele  

____ Mike Martinez  

____ Judy Walters  

____ Butterfly Brooks  

____ Austin Mahavier  

____ Gary Hollier  

____ Andrew Brooks 

 

Cruiser of the Year – Chilton O’Brien Memorial Criteria: Participates actively in the cruising program of 

PAYC; promotes PAYC not only in the club but in other ports as well; and is recognized as a sailor. 

Nominees: 

____ Don Hearn 

____ Steve Romeis 

____ Greg & Allison Mistler 

____ Cliff & Amber Johnston 

____ Brian & Crystal Meadowcroft 

____ Mickey & Darlene Rouse 

____ Corey & Heather Oldbury 

 

Cruising Crewperson of the Year Criteria: Participates actively in the cruising program of PAYC; 

exhibits a positive attitude toward the skipper; is recognized as promoting PAYC not only in the club but in 

other ports as well. 

Nominees: 

____ Steve Romeis 

____ Mike Martinez 

____ David Bradley 

____ Gary Hollier 

____ Leslie Steele 


