
   First things first, I apologize for holding up the main sheet. I waited until the last minute because of Junior Sailing.  I wanted to 
be able to talk about how the program went this year.      Over the past few years, I have had the privilege of being allowed to 
help with the junior sailing camps. I cannot begin to tell you how great that was. This year was no exception. When we read the 
newspapers and watch the nightly news, all we hear about are the kids who did this or that, got arrested because of what ever. I 
spent my career doing part of that arresting. But what I saw at Junior sailing this year really gave me a breath of fresh air. I saw 
men and women who took time out of their busy lives to spend with kids teaching them something they can enjoy for the rest of 
their lives. Men like Paul Vera, Jim Kincaid, Martin Novich, Terrell Adkisson, Chuck Devenzio, Steve Swanson and Dr. Sam 
Showalter who all could have decided not to bother with this and done something for themselves. Russ and Barbara Test, Janis 
Thibodeaux,  Mark and Karen Hallquist and Bill Warren, I am sure had other things they could have been doing.  Instead, every 
one of them came here. I sincerely want to thank every one of them for their time and energy. If you ever wondered why some 
kids do so well and others don’t, well here’s the reason for the kids that make it. These kids got to spend several days with some 
real quality folks who gave them a gift that no amount of money can buy. These kids learned, had fun, and spent quality time do-
ing something useful. I watched these folks teaching these kids and I was simply amazed. I remember Paul asked the question, 
“How many have been here before?” There were several who said they had been here 5 times. They didn’t have to come here, 
they wanted to.      I stand in awe of these people who donated their time to do this. I know I speak for the entire PAYC when I 
say…..Well Done! 
                                                   Pat O’Quinn 
                   
      

Commodore’s Comments ….Pat O’Quinn 

Racing ….Paul Vera, 963-3525 

               Sailing for the month of June has been very very exciting to say the least. To do this report I really have to be careful so 
I don’t get people bent out of shape. Thursday Night Racing has become the most intense series of races bar none. People are 
buying new sails, doing bottom jobs and upgrades. PAYC’S racing program has arrived in my book. It’s been along time since I 
have enjoyed sailing so much, I feel guilty because I’m supposed to be running the program, not crewing. Sailing with Russ 
Myers and Kurt “The class of ‘76” on the last Moonlight was great. Mike Givens was always within striking distance and was 
gaining on Russ until Russ popped his spinnaker then it was all over, Russ left the fleet well behind and won the race. As for the 
Cruisers Mike Gill bested Russ Test, Steve Swanson and Mike Wise. To see the sundown and the moonrise at the same time was 
wonderful. 

The 3rd race in TNR series 3 was the most competitive race I have crewed in. I was crewing for Richard Hughes as we 
chased a well crewed Russ Myers to “I” mark and back. With a never say die attitude on Richard’s boat we worked through some 
problems, oh we came so close and I mean under a minute just losing to Russ. If you ever get a chance to crew get ready for an 
awesome time. We have some very good Skippers with Ken Rutty, Richard Hughes, Bob Peck, Russ Myers, Mike Givens, Russ 
Test, Martin Novich, Mike Gill, Mike Wise, Steve Swanson and they need your help. This winner of the third TNR series is Ken 
Rutty, complete results are posted on the board. July will be the last month of TNRs., and yes we had a big boy pram race on the 
Mini-Fish after the Commodores picnic with Mark Halquist besting Novich, Me, Test, Wise , and Wooley. I was laughing so 
hard and shouting at Novich to get out of my way at the start that his hand got tangled up in my bow line, you guess it they had a 
couple of boats pass me while Novich slowly got his hand untied but he did have to do a two turn penalty. We had a great time 
doing it and I look forward to the next time. 

A word about crewing, if your reading this and want to learn more you need to come on out on Thursday before 6 pm 
Skippers Meeting, learn how to sail better and a great time awaits you. The biggest pram is now racing, PAYC’s Hobie 16 has 
made a few races with Jason as its skipper. It is available to any member who wants to enjoy a multi-hull experience. Olympic 
circle is back with 55 gallon blue plastic barrels as marks thanks to Alan, Russ, Richard, Mike Givens, Mike Wise, Rob, Bob, 
Martin and our club boat “Bout Time” and our Commodore’s low boy trailer. 
 
Flying the Lima Flag and laughing all the way. 
Paul Vera 
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Cruising from the Cruising Dude …..Gene Kohrman 

   Well, guess what; the mosquitoes are a bite’n, hurricane season is upon us and summertime is here and whewww is it ever 
hot.  This is the time of the year we really appreciate the bimini top.  Let us begin with hurricane season.  Have you a hurricane 
plan for your boat, what about you and your family?  Where will you evacuate, remember the hurricane that never happened, if I 
remember correctly, it was called RITA.  Just look about as you drive around the Golden Triangle, see the blue roofs, and wonder 
why?  Yes, 9/10 months later and we are still in the rebuilding stage. What about the marina?  We are still waiting on the barge to 
return to replace the 70 to 80 damaged pilings.  The PIC is still repairing finger piers, many are being repaired due to normal 
wear and tare and then there are those that cannot be repaired until the barge returns to renew the damaged pilings   . . .   and hur-
ricane season is upon us. 
     Now, let us return to the subject of hurricane preparedness and the Port Arthur Yacht Club. 
Several of us have developed a hurricane preparedness plan for the club and our boats.  If you have a boat in the marina, please 
contact me for information on the PAYC Hurricane Preparedness Plan which includes a work sheet to be completed concerning 
your boat.  It is my opinion, that upon completion of the worksheet (which is to be returned to PAYC, Attention: Harbor Master) 
that your boat insurance provider realizes you have a Hurricane Plan in action.  This just may be of assistance if you happen to 
have damage to your boat due to a hurricane. 
    This month we have a day cruise to Garrison Ridge Saturday the 15th.  If you care to make it an overnighter; it will be a good 
idea to have mosquito-netting.  Also, do not forget the installed 12v dc fans.  I have one in my v-berth and one in the main sa-
lon.  It will be a good anchor out.  Hopefully you stink-potter will attend; if for no other reason but to keep the blow-boaters in 
order.  Besides, we may just have an ulterior motive; you air conditioners! 
  
Websites of the month: 
http://www.briontoss.com 
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/mwv/navrules/navrules.htm 
  
See you on the water, 
Gene Kohrman 

Socials…..Barbara Test 

    The annual Commodores picnic was a great success.  Thanks to all who helped.  As usual the variety of 
dishes  was outstanding.  Thanks!!  65 members were in attendance inspite of the threatening weather.   
At this time the next social activity  on the calendar is the Fajita-Rita party  on August 12.   
More information will follow. 
  
Barb 
 

Junior Sailing …. Paul Vera 

               This article will be solely about the KnotHead Camp. The volunteer help has been waning in past not  that those that do 
help out we, as Jim Kincaid, Terrell Adkisson and I do greatly appreciate it. But This year we really had people help out and If I 
miss your name I’m very sorry but any way here it goes, Bill and Dana Warren, Billy Wooley, Sierra Thiery’s Dad which he 
brought a Pop-Corn Machine, Chuck Devenzio, Ashley Hughes Dad, Martin Novich, Mike and Lori Wise, Russ and Barbara 
Test which brought a swimming pool, Karen and Mark Halquist, Pat and Susie O’Quinn. Eric Phelan, Steve Swanson and our 
first ever sunscreen/first aid person Janice Thibeaux, John Ardoin, Sam Showalter and Jerry Singleton.We can’t get over the 
amount of help we received and the type of junior sailors this year. The Juniors really took to heart what was going on in the 
classroom put it to use on the water. 22 Knot heads attended the camp with just about every one of them learning the hard way 
about the boom. And yes it does hurt. These kids sailed to the basin and then we sent to the RV Park - in the past they would play 
on the play ground equipment for about 30 minutes then we would leave but no, just as soon as we got there they wanted to sail 
back and on the way out we ran into you guessed it Godzilla the 3ft alligator. Boy, you would have thought that the kids saw a 20 
footer. We laughed and pulled the kids past it. In all this was the best sailing class I  have ever done. Everybody played a part in 
making this happen, special thanks goes out to Barbara Test  for feeding us and her galley crew. And to our Commodore Pat 
O’Quinn for his help with the pictures and the certificates. Russ Test for bringing out the swimming pool and dealing with “Bout 
Time”. Mike Wise, Martin Novich and all the boat wranglers. And I can’t forget the two guys that really make this thing happen, 
Jim Kincaid and Terrell Adkisson. 
 
Thank you  
Paul Vera 



Safety Notes …...Jason Tieman 

Communication could make the difference next time there is an emergency.  It is always easy after an incident to say what should 
have happened, but it is important to communicate your emergency.  A few weeks ago, one of our members suffered a medical 
emergency while underway and preparing his boat to race.  The other racers and committee boat were unaware of what was go-
ing on.  Once the skipper realized he was in trouble, he directed his one crewman to turn the boat back to the dock.  Luckily he is 
now fine and back on the water, but after further discussion it became evident that there was a bigger problem.  Even though eve-
rything worked out this time, things could have been a lot more serious.  For future races, it was discussed that all the racers 
along with the committee boat will monitor channel 69 or another designated channel.  If necessary, the committee boat could 
quickly transport someone to the dock while another person could call for an emergency responder to meet the victim at the dock.  
This concept does not just apply to a group that is racing or cruising; you should always have some type of communication plan 
when you get underway, especially if you are going out alone.  The Coast Guard and commercial vessels always monitor VHF 
channel 16.  It is a good idea to monitor this channel along with any other channel the club has agreed to work on.  You never 
know when a fellow boater may be in distress, and you could be the only one that can get to them before it is too late.  Many 
times information is also passed on channel 16 about severe weather, safety and security zones, and many other information bul-
letins that might impact your intended route. Most importantly, always tell somebody when you are getting underway, your desti-
nation, and when you expect to return.  This small effort can greatly reduce the time it takes to locate a missing boater, especially 
if the boat is sunk and the rescuers are trying to spot somebody floating alone in the water. I recently watched a Coast Guard Sta-
tion Sabine boat tow an older gentleman back to the dock after he failed to return from an afternoon sailing trip.  After the Coast 
Guard was notified, the gentleman was found the next morning and safely towed to his dock here on Pleasure Island where his 
wife was waiting.   
    Just remember: monitor VHF channel 16, designate and monitor a working frequency for club functions, and if you have a cell 
phone you can also contact the Coast Guard Station Sabine at 409-971-2197.  Please program that number in your phone so you 
will have it with you. 
 
Jason Tieman 
 

A word from your secretary …...Steve Swanson 

   First and foremost I wanted to chime in with the good Commodore and our head of Junior Sailing in regards to the AWE-
SOME level of support we had this year on the Junior Sailing Camp. I can only hope that we have as great a staff next season as 
we had this year. I think these kids learned a lot and had a terrific time as well in spite of having a few bouts with some occa-
sionally heavy rain. It never once diminished their spirit. Special thanks goes out to Commodore O’Quinn for once again com-
ing through with the virtual sailing software for our kids to use during some of those rainy moments & to Russ Test for provid-
ing the big screen for others to observe the “races” on. I also want to commend Kaitlen Vera, Chris Wooley, & Kory Vigil for 
their roles as Junior Sailing Instructors. These kids are the backbone and the future of our club & I for one will always try my 
best to reserve some time to volunteer to assist in these events for our youth. I encourage all our club members to volunteer 
when you can—trust me you will love it! This month’s Mainsheet was a lot later than normal, but the content should prove to 
be worth it. I have taken the liberty of posting several pictures from the Junior Sailing Camp in this issue, so it will be a little 
longer than normal. I am still actively seeking someone to take the Mainsheet over if you feel  you would like to take this en-
deavor over. Also, there are several boats for sale in the club right now—so it is a buyer’s market. As much as I hate to, I will 
be selling “Sweat Equity” as soon as the deal goes through on a larger boat. I will post the details when the time comes. If you 
haven’t been down to see your “baby” yet ...I encourage you to at least  come on out and give her a Summer cleaning and enjoy 
the Sun and the fellowship at the island! Perhaps you will get the urge to throw up the sails and cast off—tis the time to be sail-
ing, but then for some of us ..ANYTIME is a good time to go sailing! See you on the island. 
Steve Swanson 



PAYC BOARD MEETING MINUTES * June 13, 2006 
Port Arthur Yacht Club Board Meeting 

June 13th, 2006 
 
 Members present were Mark & Karen Hallquist, Russell & Barbara Test, Gene Kohrman,  Steve Swanson, Terrill Adkisson, Pat 
O’Quinn, Alan Aldredge, Mike Wise, Mike Givens, Butch Neely, Jason Tieman, Russ Meyers,  
  
Treasurer’s Report: 
  
  Main Checking:                                                 $23,161.37 
  Improvement CD:                                              $12,169.92 
  Improvement CD2                                             $28,703.76 
  Lease:                                                               $27,881.89 
  Money Market   CD:                                           $  3,408.58   
  Self Insurance   CD:                                          $32,409.43 
 
 
Harbormaster:  
       Gene Kohrman reports that we still have slip availability issues due to repairs still being done on the marina. 
 
Membership:  
   Ron Davis, Kirk Wickizer, & Larry Lognion were officially approved for membership. Welcome aboard fellows! 
 
Racing:  
   (repost from General Meeting  Minutes) 
  
 Paul conveyed recent racing events in the club including the Moonlight Race; Paul spoke on using VHF as common practice for every race 
event. 
 
House & Grounds:  
   (repost from General Meeting Minutes)  
   
     Butch Neely  provided (2) bids for a new composition roof on the clubhouse. Butch also submitted bids for a steel roof for the clubhouse 
 
Cruising/Socials:  
 (repost from General Meeting Minutes) 
We have a cruise to Garrison’s ridge coming up on July 15 thru July 16th. There are no cruises scheduled for the remainder of June. The Com-
modore’s picnic is coming up on July 4th, starting at 1600 hrs. Please bring a dessert if you are attending.  
 
Safety:   
(repost from General Meeting Minutes) 
 
    Jason Tieman spoke regarding the water pollution conditions in and around our Marina. Jason also discussed our hurricane preparedness plan 
and is planning on releasing a hurricane plan worksheet to every active club member. 
 
Junior Sailing: 
    (repost from General Meeting Minutes) 
 
We have the Summer Sailing Camp coming up from June 30th through July 3rd. Paul reports that there is a pretty good turnout this year. 
 
Old Business:  
    Insurance on the clubhouse needs to be paid. Suggestions were made to compare insurance coverage and costs for the next renewal period. 
Gene Kohrman is looking into what it would take for the PAYC to join a National Sailing Association.  
 
New Business:  
   Concerns were brought up regarding the proposed pipeline crossing in Sabine Lake and how it might potentially affect our sailing as well as 
navigation. Jason Tieman is staying very abreast of the developments on this and will keep us posted. Since the club now owns the remnants of 
the V-15 fleet, it was suggested that we look into what the cost might be to repair one or two of the V-15’s, thereby increasing their value upon 
sale. Mentions were also made that they may be of use by the Junior Sailing program. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm 
 
Steve Swanson, Secretary of the PAYC 
secretary@payc.us 



Some pictures of  some of our Junior sailors & staff in action.. (thanks goes to Janice Thibodeaux for all 
the wonderful pictures used in this issue) 



YACHTS FOR SALE AT PAYC 
(Call Steve Swanson at 409-659-2272 to list your vessel or have it removed from this list) 

  30’ Olympic  Princess                                        Tom Thigpen                704-866-8856 or thigpen@midrex.com 
     27’ 1978 Hunter                                           Glenn Thibodeaux      409-886-3113 or tibodoe@sbcglobal,net 

Next General Meeting: Tuesday, July 11th, 2006, 7:00pm at the PAYC Clubhouse. 
Board Meeting immediately following General Meeting. 
  If you would like a copy of the current PAYC roster, email roster@payc.us and request 
one. Also, any member wishing to move from U.S. Mail delivery to email delivery (or 
vice versa) can do so by sending an email to mainsheet@payc.us 

Summary of PAYC 
Events in July: 
 
Jul 1-3   Sat-Sun    Junior Sailing Camp 
                                 
 
Jul 4        Tues       Commodore’s picnic  
 
Jul 6,13,20,27        Thursday night racing                                 
                                     
 
Jul 11       Tues    General Meeting :7PM    
                            Board Meeting follows                                    
 
Jul 15-16  Sat-Sun  Garrison Ridge Cruise  
                              Departure @ 1000       


